
NOTES

WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION
COMMITTEE ON TRACHOMA

The committee on trachoma appointed by the World Health Organization met
at the Palace of the United Nations at Geneva from March 3 to March 8, 1952.
The committee comprised G. B. Bietti (Parma), A. F. El Tobgy Bey (Cairo),
F. Maxwell Lyons (Gizeh), Y. Mitsui (Kumamoto), H. Moutinho (Lisbon),
Roger Nataf (Tunis), R. Pages (Rabat), P. Thygeson (San Francisco).

It was unanimously decided that Prof. Bietti should take the chair as President,
and Prof. Thygeson and Prof. Mitsui were elected Vice-Presidents. The World
Health Organization appointed Dr. J. M. Freyche as secretary to the committee.
The following items were on the Agenda:
(1) Chemotherapy and antibiotherapy of trachoma.
(2) Campaign against trachoma and associated infections.
(3) International trachoma prophylaxis.
(4) International co-ordination in scientific research.
(5) Miscellaneous items, the origin and classification of the diseases, keratoplasty, etc.
The report containing the various recommendations made by the committee will

come before the executive council of the World Health Organization and will appear
in the series of Technical Reports.

OPHTHALMOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF THE
UNITED KINGDOM

ANNUAL CONGRESS, 1952

The 72nd Annual Congress of the Ophthalmological Society of the United Kingdom
was held in Dublin, under the presidency of Mr. Maurice Whiting, on April 17, 18, and
19, 1952, at the Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland, as guests of the Irish Ophthalmo-
logical Society. The Society has made occasional extra-metropolitan excursions, the last
having been to Glasgow in 1947, but only once before-in 1912-has it journeyed to
Ireland. The success of this year's congress, at which over 125 members were present,
makes it unlikely that so long an interval will be allowed to elapse again.
The meeting opened with a short speech by the President, in which he welcomed

particularly Miss Euphan Maxwell, the only participant of the former congress in Dublin
who was present; he thanked the President and Council of the Royal College of Surgeons
in Ireland for the hospitality of their beautiful building.
The Montgomery Lecture, which is a regular feature of the Irish Ophthalmological

Society meetings and therefore took the place of the Bowman Lecture on this occasion,
was delivered by Professor Derrick Vail, an honoured guest from Chicago, who spoke on
" Diffuse Collagenous Diseases with Ocular Complications". Professor Alan C. Woods
of Baltimore, another distinguished guest, gave an address on " The Value of Cortisone
and ACTH in Ocular Diseases ", and Professor Henry Moore, Dr. F. S. Lavery, and
Mr. E. G. Mackie followed with considerations of various aspects of that subject.
Among many interesting papers, particular mention may be made of Mr. T. F. Roche's

striking observation that retrolental fibroplasia apparently does not exist in Dublin. A
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demonstration on arteriography by Dr. Alan Mooney formed an apt background to his
paper on " Perimetry and Angiography in the Diagnosis of Lesions in the Pituitary
Region "; Dr. L. E. J. Werner discussed and demonstrated the problem of tonometric
standardization; Professor Widdes and Mr. L. B. Somerville-Large arranged a beautiful
Historical Exhibition of Irish Ophthalmology; and Dr. W. B. McCrea showed interesting
pathological slides.
The kindness and hospitality of our Irish colleagues could not be surpassed. Our

thanks are particularly due to Mr. L. B. Somerville-Large, who was mainly responsible
for the great success of a happy and rewarding week.

TREACHER COLLINS PRIZE ESSAY, 1954

THE Council of the Ophthalmological Society of the United Kingdom has instituted
a prize of £100, awarded triennially, for the best essay submitted upon a subject selected
by the Council.

The prize shall be open to qualified medical practitioners of any nationality.
The essay shall be written in the English language.
The subject for the next award of the prize is " The Eye in General Vascular Disease ".

Dissertations concerned with a part of this subject will be received and considered on an
equal footing with those concerned with the subject as a whole.
The closing date for entries for this award is December 31, 1953. Essays should be

submitted to the Honorary Secretary, Ophthalmological Society of the United Kingdom,
45 Lincoln's Inn Fields, London, W.C.2, from whom further particulars may be obtained.
No name should appear on the Essay, but it should be accompanied by a distinguishing
pseudonym or quotation, written on the outside of a sealed envelope containing the
candidate's name and address.

PRIZE COMPETMTON

THE Ophthalmological Society of Egypt has decided to award a prize to the value of
L.E. 20 for.the most valuable contribution brought before the Annual Congress of the
Society. Details may be had from the Hon. Sec., Dr. Mohammed Bey Khalil,
Dar El Hekmah, 42 Kasr el Ainy St., Cairo, Egypt.

MR. J. W. TUDOR THOMAS, M.S., F.R.C.S., has been appointed President of the
British Medical Association for 1953-54.

The Report of the Inter-Departmental Committee on the Statutory Registration of
Opticians has now been published as a White Paper. H.M.S.O., London. (ls. 3d.)
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