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symptoms to which it gives rise, and histological characteristics and each chapter contains
a series of well-illustrated and fully annotated case reports and a summary of recent
literature. The result is an instructive book, the richer because of the large amount of
space devoted to the personal experience of the author. The illustrations, particularly
the photo-micrographs, are abundant and unusually good, and a useful bibliography
is appendedh

Le gliome de la rettine et les pseudogliomes. Etude clinique, genetique, et the'rapeutique.
BY MARC-ADRIEN DOLLFUS and BERTRANNE AUVERT. 1953. Pp. 521, 9 plates,
101 figs. Masson, Paris. (Frs 3,300; 68s.)

The conception and practice of the French Ophthalmological Society in setting each
year a subject for a report is admirable. Such a report is published before the Society's
annual congress at which its authors read a resume of their work. Since 1926 the Society
has produced a succession of excellent monographs of the highest quality, and to this
distinguished series of reports is now added the work of Dr. Dollfus on retinoblastoma and
Dr. Auvert on pseudoglioma. Their contribution covers most thoroughly all the literature
and they add to this a wealth of material from their own extensive experiences in large
clinics in Paris. This monograph contains much of academic and clinical interest and the
authors are to be congratulated on their industry in collecting data through communi-
cations with ophthalmologists all over the world, on the excellent arrangement of their
material, and on their choice of illustrations. Their labours have clearly earned them an
exalted place both as ophthalmologists and as participants in the splendid series of the
Society's publications.

Their monograph is, and will remain, a most important source of reference concerning
such tragic ocular diseases as retinoblastoma and the pseudogliomas.

It is produced in the style which is characteristic of the good work of Masson et Cie.

William Cheselden. BY SIR ZACHARY COPE. 1953. Pp. 112, 24 figs, 60 refs. Livingstone,
Edinburgh. (20s.)

William Cheselden (1688-1752), one of the great London general surgeons of his gener-
ation, will always be remembered in ophthalmology as being the first to devise and practise
the operation of iridotomy for an occluded pupil; nor was this the only original contribu-
tion of note he made to surgery. His life story has been recently told in a delightful book
by Sir Zachary Cope, who chose this subject for his Vicary Lecture at the Royal College
of Surgeons in October, 1952. Cope devotes a chapter of this monograph to Cheselden's
ophthalmological activities; and interesting reading it is. There is a good description of
Cheselden's technique for the couching of cataract in 1725 (Daviel did not publish his
description of extraction until 1748). At this time the general view was that cataract was
a film in front of the lens; but Cheselden dissected an affected eye and satisfied himself
that the disease comprised an opacity of the entire lens.
A human touch, not without interest, concerns the capsule of the lens: in the first

edition of his famous " Anatomy " Cheselden stated that the lens had no covering capsule,
and a certain Dr. Kennedy called on the surgeon at his home to satisfy him that a capsule
was in fact present. Kennedy wrote " that he made no great reply thereto, but that he
colour'd ". In later editions Cheselden altered his description of the lens, but his informant
complained that he had made no acknowledgement of the source of his information.

The book is worth reading if only for Cheselden's descriptions of the " Observations
made by a young Gentleman who was born blind, or lost his sight so early that he had no
rpmembrance of ever having seen, and was couched between thirteen and fourteen years
of age ". Looking at paintings, the boy "was amazed when he found those parts, which
by their light and shadow appeared now round and uneven, felt only flat like the rest,
and asked which was the lying sense, feeling or seeing?"
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