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CORRESPONDENCE

REQUEST FOR REPRINTS OF ARTICLES ON STRESS
AND THE ADAPTIVE HORMONES

To the Editorial Committee of the BRITISH JOURNAL OF OPHTHALMOLOGY

DEAR SIRS-In perusing the current literature with which your Journal is concerned, we
note that an ever-increasing number of articles deal with problems pertaining to research
on " stress" and the so-called "adaptive hormones" (ACTH, STH, corticoids, adrenergic
substances, etc.).
We are writing you because, in our opinion, the success of research in this complex and

rapidly developing field largely depends upon the prompt availability and evaluation of
relevant publications, a task for which we should like to solicit your readers' assistance.

In 1950, our Institute initiated the publication of a series of reference volumes entitled
"Annual Reports on Stress " (Acta Medical Publishers, Montreal) in which the entire
current world literature is surveyed every year (usually between 2,000 and 4,000 publica-
tions). Up to now, we have had to compile the pertinent literature partly from medical
periodicals, monographs, and abstract journals, and partly from reprints sent to
us by the authors themselves. Of all these, reprints have proved to be the best source
of data which we felt deserved prompt attention in our annual reports. Hence, in the
past, we have sent out several thousand individual reprint requests to authors whom we
knew to be currently engaged in research on stress and allied topics. Even this procedure
did not give us the wide coverage which would be desirable, because it is materially
impossible to contact all these authors individually and it often takes too much time to
get the requested reprints.

It is evident that in order to insure prompt inclusion of publications in the annual
reports, these surveys must develop into a cooperative effort between the authors oforiginal
papers and the reviewers. This cooperation has been greatly enhanced of late by the
publication of announcements, in several medical journals, encouraging investigators
interested in stress research to send us their reprints as soon as they become available.
We should be grateful if by the publication of this note, you would bring this problem

to the attention of your readers.
We are, Gentlemen,

Very sincerely yours,

HANS SELYE,
ALEXANDER HORAVA.

INSTITUTE OF EXPERIMENTAL MEDICINE AND SURGERY,
UNIVERSITY OF MONTREAL, CANADA.

January 21, 1953.

BOOK REVIEW

Retrolental Fibroplasia and Other Forms of Pseudo-Glioma. By C. H. 0. M. VON WIN-
NING. 1952. Pp. 116, 32 tables, 63 figs., 314 refs. The Hague.

This is an excellent review of the literature on retrolental fibroplasia together with a
report of the first 37 cases of this condition which have occurred in the Netherlands
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between 1948 and 1952. Incidence, clinical aspects, pathology, aetiology, prophylaxis,
and treatment are each considered in turn. An interesting contribution is the use of
slit-lamp microscopy by means of which an increased aqueous protein content without
increase in cells in the anterior chamber may be observed in the active phase of retrolental
fibroplasia. New-vessel formation on the itis is also mentioned, and the notion of anoxia
s a causative agent is favoured.
The second section comprises a valuable account of the differential diagnosis of retino-

blastoma and retrolental fibroplasia: it is unfortunate that the unhappy term " pseudo-
glioma " is used in the title of this section of the book (and also frequently in the text) in
view of the high standard of thought and observation, clinical and pathological, with
which these several conditions are described. The following conditions are described
and illustrative case reports appended in each instance: hypertrophy of primary vitreous,
ablatio falciformis retinae, retinal dysplasia, metastatic ophthalmia, tuberculosis, toxo-
plasmosis, exudative retinitis of Coats.
The essential points of differential diagnosis are given in the short third section.
In general, this book is a valuable contribution to an important subject, and it is a pity

that the nine plates are not of uniform quality.

NOTES
OPHTHALMOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF THE UNITED KINGDOM

THE society holds a considerable stock of certain volumes of the Transactions since
their first publication in 1881. The Council would be glad to present to members such
available volumes as they may desire. No charge will be made beyond the cost of packing
and postage. The volumes available are:

Volume Date Volume Date Volume Date
1 1881 7 1887 35 1915
2 1882 8 1888 45 pt. 1 1925
3 1883 9 1889 45 pt. 2 1925
4 1884 11 1891 61 1941
5 1885 12 1892 67 1947
6 1886 33 1913 68 1948

Applications, which will be dealt with in rotation, should be sent to the Honorary
Secretary, Ophthalmological Society of the United Kingdom, 45 Lincoln's Inn Fields,
London, W.C.2, before July 31, 1953.

SOUTH WESTERN OPHTHALMOLOGICAL SOCIETY-SOUTHERN
OPHTHALMOLOGICAL SOCIETY

The joint meeting at the Bristol Eye Hospital, Bristol, which was planned for May 9, has
been postponed to Saturday, May 30, at 2.15 p.m.

Anthony Palin Hon Secretaries.
Nigel Cridlandf

ROYAL EYE HOSPITAL CLINICAL SOCIETY
THE March meeting will be held at the Hospital on Wednesday, March 25, 1953, at
8 p.m. Mr. Murray A. Falconer will speak on " Visual Field Changes in Compressions
of the Optic Nerve, Chiasm, and Tract ".

CORRIGENDUM
British Journal of Ophthalmology (1953), 37, 125, line 6: for " glaucomatous " read
" trachomatous".
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