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The Visual Fields. By BRODIE HUGHES. 1954. Pp. 174, 158 figs. Biackwell Scientific
Publications, Oxford. (35s.)

Any writer of a book on perimetry sets himself a difficult task, for his work must bear
comparison with the classical treatise of Traquair which was essentially responsible for
standardizing and popularizing this indispensable technique throughout the English-
speaking world and beyond. Essentially this volume is an application of the principles
and methods of practice of quantitative perimetry laid down by Traquair and applied to
the problems of neurology. It is true that at the end of the book the changes in the
visual fields in purely ocular conditions-inflammatory, toxic, glaucomatous, and so on-
are described, but their consideration is cursory and intended primarily to enable the
neurologist to distinguish the more characteristic types from defects arising in association
with diseases and injuries of the central nervous system.
As a small text-book dealing with the changes in the visual fields in neurological diseases

the book is good, and is indeed unique. Its value is much increased by its personal nature,
for every field described refers to a case personally studied by the author. In this respect,
of course, the author's experience is vast; and it is refreshing to appreciate the sustained
enthusiasm and accuracy of clinical observation combined with critical analysis which
alone could have made such a volume possible. The presentation of the subject is
unusually clear, and the elaborate and complicated quantitative fields are so well drawn
to a uniform plan as to form an example in clarity which others would do well to follow
To the neurologist and the ophthalmologist the book will be of unusual value.

NOTES
APPOINTMENTS

MR. G. D. ELPHICK has been appointed Consultant Ophthalmologist to Leicester
Royal Infirmary.

MR. S. J. H. MILLER has been appointed Ophthalmic Surgeon at the National Hospital
for Nervous Diseases, Queen Square, London.
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