
ANNOTATIONS

to criticism from two points of view. In the first place, that
important and useful body, the Council of British Ophthalmologists,
is not directly represented, as it undoubtedly should be. Secondly,
although the reference expressly includes causes that may lead to a
defect in sight such as to impair economic efficiency, yet we miss
the name of any member directly entitled by experience to speak
upon this point. Take miners' nystagmus, for example, a condition
that costs this country over a million pounds a year, can any member
of the committee claim a first-hand acquaintanre with that disabling
ailment ? Fortunately, even at the eleventh hour, it is not too late
to remedy the second omission, if only the Medical Research Council
*sees proper to send as its representative one who has practical
knowledge of occupational disability.

The Moorfields Appeal
The Royal London Ophthalmic Hospital, first established in

Charterhouse Square in 1804, as the London Dispensary for
Curing Diseases of the Eye and Ear, has several times changed its
name. That by which it is most generally known throughout the
Ophthalmic world is " The Moorfields Eye Hospital." It received
the dignity of being converted into a Royal Institution in 1836
when Queen Victoria, then the Princess Victoria, together with her
mother, the Duchess of Kent, became its patronesses. Since then
the Royal family have several times manifested their interest in the
Hospital. King Edward VII, when Prince of Wales, laid the
foundation of the present building, which was opened by King
George and Queen Mary, when Duke and Duchess of York, in
1899. Now, the President of the Hospital, Prince Arthur of
Connaught, has issued an appeal for a fund of £L100,000: (I) To
enable it to pay off a heavy debt to its bankers. (II) To enable
it to extend its laboratory accommodation for purposes of clinical
and pathological research. (III) To supply adequately paid
assistants to the Honorary Medical Staff, which will liberate them
from much of the routine work which they now have to perform,
and allow of them devoting more of their time to clinical instruction
and research for which they are so eminently qualified. (IV) To
supply adequate accommodation for the nursing staft, not only
those who carry on the general work of the Hospital, but also
those desirous of obtaining a special training in the nursing of cases
of diseases of the eye.
The Hospital justly claims to be the parent of all similar

institutions throughout the English speaking world, and it is issuing
an appeal, not only in this country, but also in the United States
of America, in the Dominion of Canada, and in the Empire of
India.
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Much is now heard about London becoming a great centre for
post-graduate medical education. Moorfields Hospital has been a
great centre for post-graduate ophthalmic education for over a
hundred years. Medical men of all races and nationalities have
flocked to it in large numbers to obtain instr-uction and experience
in the treatment of eye diseases.
One of the first students of the Hospital was William Adams

(afterwards Sir- William) who left it to .take up practice in Exeter,
where he established " The West of England Eye Infirmary " in
1808, which has continued to carry on the good work then started
up to the present time.
The American appeal tells us how in 1811, two young Americans,

Dr. Edward Delafield and Dr. J. Kearney Rodgers, came to study
at the Hospital. On their return to their own country in 1818, so
impressed had they been at all they had learnt at the London Eye
Infirmary, as it was then called, that they determined to establish
a similar institution in America. This they succeeded in doing,
and in 1820 founded "The New York Eye and Ear Infirmary."

In 1816 Dr. Edward Reynolds came from Boston to London,
and attended the practice and lectures at this Hospital under Mr.
Benjamin Travers and Sir William Lawrence. On his return home
he found his father blind from cataract in both eyes. Fortified by
his recent experience in London, he decided to operate. Happily the
operation proved a complete success. It had never been undertaken
in Boston before. Dr. Reynolds soon became the leading surgeon
for diseases of the eye in that city and in 1824 founded "The
Massachusetts Charitable Eye and Ear Infirmary." Since the time
of these pioneers of American ophthalmology there has be6n a
continuous succession of American medical men working in the
different departments at Moorfields.
The appeal to Canada is pointed with a list of leading ophthal-

mologists of the Dominion Who have held the appointments of
house surgeon or clinical assistant at the- hospital. It commences
with the name of the late Dr.- Frank Buller, of Montreal, who was
-House Surgeon from 1872 to 1874.
The appeal-to In.dia describes how, in 1819, the Directors of the

East India Company were so impressed by the great prevalence of
eye disease in the large and populous districts over which they
ruled, and by the good work which the eye hospital was carrying
on in London, that they determined to establish one on similar
lines in Madras. For this purpose they sent to that city Surgeon
R. Richardson, -who had studied ophthalmology under Mr. Benjamin
Travers, and he -there founded " The Madras Eye Infirmary."
This institution has been several times enlarged, and in 1888 its
'name was altered to -that by which it is now known, " The
Government Ophthalmic Hospital."
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MIGRAINE AND GLAUCOMA

In 1824 two other surgeons who had been students at the,
hospital were sent out by the Company to found eye hospitals -in
Bombay and Calcutta. Very many Indan medical men and,
women have received their training at Moorfields; the supply of
women doctors is-particularly valuable to India, on account of the
large numbers of women precluded from receiving assistance from
men.
The appeal which is being issued in this country, whilst stating

the lines on which it is hoped that future progress will be made,
dwells more particularly on. the great and pressing needs with
which the Committee of the Hospital are at presen-t faced. These
have been occasioned by the enormously increased cost of every
commodity, and bv the rise of salaries. As the appeal pointedly
says, the prevention and cure of blindness by means of voluntary,
contributions is surely better than doles (from rates and taxes) to
those who have irretrievably lost their sight.

ABSTRACTS

I.-MIGRAINE AND GLAUCOMA

Lamb,, R. S. (Washington).-Is migraine a forerunner' of
glaucoma? Annials of 'Oplithalmology, October, 1915, and
Trans. Colorado Conegress, 1915.'

Lamb has had under his observation a large number of cases
of migraine, and has made the following observations on them:
(1) In all, the ocular tension was found to be up; sometimes slightly,
sometimes markedlv so (2) in every one in Which the headache
was associated with intense photophobia, there was evidence of
chorio-retinitis, especially in the central region; (3) the exciting
cause of 'the attacks was. frequently an error of refraction (hyperme-
tropic astigmatism predominating), and in such cases more or less
severe- chorio-retinitis was always found.; (4) the exciting causes of,
migraine, viz., nerve exhaustion and nerve shock, are also those'
of congestive glaucoma; (5) both diseases' are apt to occur in
families ;' (6) 'both are associated with gout; (7) he has been unable
to find common features in the fields of vision of the two diseases;
but (8) clinically there are points of resemblance, for he has " been
able to ascertain on which ,side the' pain was in' the' habit of
occurring by observing that the-pupil 'of that side was more dilated,
and the'anterior chamber was shallow as compared with that of the
other eye." There was also "a slight difference in the colour of
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