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also in the ring adder and the asp, viper, etc. The intense luminous-
vibrations would find in an external segment, little in bulk, a
sufficient receptor, the feeble vibrations could not be utilized blut by
a grand mass of this same substance.

It is not then in the retinal structure that one must seek for
dispositions susceptible of augmenting or diminishing the luminous
sensibility, but solely in the mass of the vitreous substance con-
stituting the outer segments. In other words the luminous vibra-
tions will be taken up with much more efficacity as the external
segments of the light-receiving elements are longer and form a very
thick layer. This fits in with the phenomenon, well known in
human vision, that the minimum light perceptible keeps' the same
right up to the limits of the visual field, although the retina
simplifies itself enormously towards the periphery, while the external
segments of the rods preserve their length right up to the ora serrata.

W. C. SOUTER.

BOOK NOTICES

Swanzy's Handbook of the Diseases of the Eye and their
Treatment. By Louis WERNER. Twelfth Edition. Pages
671 with 273 text illustrations and nine coloured plates.
Price, 22/6. London: H. K. Lewis & Co., Ltd. 1919.

Only four years have elapsed since the last edition of this well
known text book, consequently no great alterations have been found
necessary. It contains 27 additional pages and over a dozen new
illustrations. A very brief account of Gordon Holmes's views on
the cortical centre of vision is given in the chapter on neurology,
but neither h'is name nor any indication of the matter is to be
found in the index, although alluded to in the preface. From the
student's point of view the book is tending to get rather large and
costly, but can be confidently recommended as a reliable guide to
the beginner in ophthalmology. E. E. H.

Revue Gendrale d'Ophtalmologie. August-September, 1914.

We welcome the reincarnation of the Revue Gene'rale d'Ofhtal-
mologie after its suspension during the war. The number just
received is dated August-September, 1914; it contains no original
articles, and all its abstracts are from pre-war literature. The next
two or three numbers will be brought out by the old editors,
Professors Rollet, Truc. and L. Dor. On -and after January, 1920O
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the journal will become a Swiss publication, and will be edited by
Professors Gourfein (Geneva), Eperon (Lausanne), and Vogt
(Basle). Lieut.-Col. Elliot is the English correspondent. S S

La MWdecine. October, 1919.
The first number has been received of La Medecine, published in

Paris, and conducted upon a somewhat novel plan, since each
monthly number will be devoted to one of the branches of medical
or surgical science. Thus the present issue is given up to general
surgery. Among the editors there are exponents of surgery,
medicine, ophthalmology, etc. Cantonnet is the ophthalmologist.
The address of the journal is 21, Blvrd. Saint Germain, Paris, and
the annual subscription to those living outside France is eighteen
francs. S. S.

Cuban Review of Ophthalmology, Vol. I, Part iv, I9I9. (Revista
Cubana de Oftalmologia), Habana, Cuba.

The biographical section of this number contains notices of E.
Landolt; of Enrique B. Demaria; of Carlos E. Finlay of Habana;
*of L. Weekers; of Gonzales of' Mexico; of Oufray of Paris; of J. J.
Rubio of Guayaquil; M. M. Amat of Almeira; E. and J. Wieden
of Valencia; J. M. Espino of Venezuela, and of 0. C. Netto of
Brazil. Photographs of each are published with, in most cases, a
valuable bibliography of their published works.
The editor contributes two interesting annotations on the teaching

*of ophthalmology and on the regulation' of opticians; the first
contrasts the steps which have been taken in North America and in
Great Britain to improve the teaching, and we gather that similar
steps are needed in Spanish America. The second shows that the
South American optician is very like his confrere in this country
and that his activities need curbing.
Among the numerous papers by J. S. Fernandez we note an

important one on the advisability of undertaking a systematic
examination of the eyes of school children before they are allowed
to enter school, with a view to prophylaxis. It will be within the
recollection of all our readers that this subject formed part of a
discussion on eyesight and education which was held at the annual
Congress of the Ophthalmological' Society of the United Kingdom
in May last. We do not gather from Fernandez's paper at what
age the South American child enters school, but at whatever age
this be, there can be no doubt that it would be a very good'
thing both for the child and for the State that children should be
examined and records made by an ophthalmic surgeon before. they
enter school. Fernandez points out that many children in Cuba
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CORRESPONDENCE

suffer from trachoma in rather a quiet form, and that in his
experience the strain of school life causes an exacerbation of the
disease when the discharge is highly contagious and may easily
cause an epidemic of the disease in children who were formerly free
from the disease. Then, again, the importance of high hypermetropia
as a cause of squint cannot be overlooked. Myopia is fortunately
rare in Cuba, and in connexion with this he points out that the light
there is, of course, very good. The results of ophthalmia neonatorum
and of interstital keratitis are dwelt upon, as well as the value of
spectacles as a cure for eyestrain and headache. Ruiz of Seville
describes a single stitch operation for the advancement of a rectus
muscle, which is ingenious and not very complicated. A paper by
E. Wieden on Nicola's new treatment of trachoma calls attention to
a subject of perennial interest, and we believe that very little is
known in this country about this form of treatment which has arisen
in Italy.
The remaining papers are mostly short ones, clinical records of

cases, and there is one by Espino on the history of ophthalmology
in Venezuela.
The reviews of articles and of books follow the usual lines, as dd

those of the various societies. The obituary section contains notices
of Sir James Mackenzie Davidson, of John Couper, of Mortimer
Frank, and of Newton C. Steele, and of others.

It will be seen that the editor of the journal has spread his net
widely; it is no easy task to furnish excerpts ,of the world's
ophthalmic literature and we congratulate him on the completion of
his first volume. R. R. JAMES.

CORRESPONDENCE

ON A RARE FORM OF SUBCONJUNCTIVAL
GRANULOMA IN CENTRAL CHINA

To the Editor of the BRITISH JOURNAL OF OPHTHALMOLOGY.

SIR,-After reading Dr. McAll's paper in the last number of
this Journal, I was struck with the possible resemblance to other
forms, of elephantiasis that I had seen in Shanghai. I was
fortunately able to discuss the matter with Sir Patrick Manson, the
pioneer in this branch of research. He considers that the cause is
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