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BOOK REVIEWS

Antibiotics and Sulphonamides in Ophthalmology. By A. SORSBY and J. UNGAR. 1960.
Pp. 117, 18 tables, 42 refs. Oxford University Press, London. (12s. 6d.)

This useful little book contains all the information about antibiotics that the clinical
ophthalmologist is likely to need. Basic considerations, such as the usual spectra of the
various antibiotics, the concentrations required to be effective, and degree of penetration
into the eye, are- adequately explained. There are interesting observations concerning
the overcoming of apparent organism resistance by high concentration or by suitable
combinations.
The pharmacology of the sulphonamides and antibiotics is given and in each case the

preferred method of application is described.
The final section deals with a number of specific clinical conditions in the treatment of

which antibiotics play a part.
The material is clearly and concisely presented and the tables are particularly well

set out.

Congenital Cataracts. (Les cataractes congenitales). By J. FRAN(OIs. 1959. Pp. 853,
486 figs, 20 col. pl. Masson, Paris.

This volume, which constitutes the Rapport for 1959 prepared for the French Ophthal-
mological Society, is a worthy member of a distinguished series and in its own right a
remarkable book. It is an admirable illustration of the value of a monograph in giving
a comprehensive review of a wide but self-contained subject. In its presentation Frangois
has excelled himself; the whole question of congenital cataract is treated fully and authori-
tatively in the light of the author's experience and of the very considerable literature.
The book starts with an outline of the development, anatomy, and congenital anomalies
of the lens; there follow six chapters describing the various types of congenital cataract
and those seen soon after birth (in premature infants and in galactosaemia). The ocular
lesions, systemic anomalies, and multiple syndromes associated with this lesion are
described in a series of chapters of unusual interest. The aetiology of the condition in all
its aspects is then discussed in the fullest measure, the influence of infective, toxic, endo-
crine, immunological, and other factors all being fully and critically assessed as well as
the genetic character of many such cases. The underlying chemistry of the lenticular
changes receives consideration, and the last eight chapters deal with the differential
diagnosis, the treatment, optical, operative and post-operative, and the functional results
which can be expected. The book is a classic example of what a monograph should be
-conceived and carried out in the grand manner, clearly written, beautifully and lavishly
illustrated. The author-and the French Ophthalmological Society-are indeed to be
congratulated.

The Essentials of Perimetry. By H. REED. 1960. Pp. 192, 167 figs. Oxford University
Press, London. (45s.)

This book is based upon a series of lectures given to postgraduate students working in
London for the Diploma of Ophthalmology. The title has been well applied in the
writing of this book, and the essential parts of the subject have been well emphasized.
The anatomy of the visual pathway is well described with clear and pertinent diagrams.
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The apparatus for testing the visual fields and the methods of examination are explained
in a very practical way. The interpretation of the visual field defects is fully documented
and includes some descriptions of other tests which should be carried out to confirm the
perimetric diagnosis, which makes the subject more easily comprehensible to the student.
The author apparently accepts the theory that the arcuate scotoma of chronic simple
glaucoma begins as an angioscotoma, although it is doubtful whether this has been com-
pletely proved. This is a book which will be useful to junior postgraduate students of
ophthalmology and also perhaps to medical and neurological registrars.

L'annee therapeutique et clinique en ophtalmologie, Vol. X. Edited by G. E. JAYLE and
A. DUBOIS-POULSEN. 1959. Pp. 357, 22 figs, Bibl. Librairie Fueri-Lamy,
Marseille. (48 N. Frs; 69s.)

The tenth volume of this valuable series is devoted essentially to problems of ocular
surgery. It starts with a discussion on " deconnexion ", defined as measures to diminish the
reactions ofthe organism which may be aggravated by " aggression in the environment ", an
interesting concept which deals with pre-operative sedation and pre-anesthetic techniques.
There follow articles on the complications of premedication and of regional and general
anesthesia, the prophylaxis and treatment of post-operative ocular infections, and the
complications arising from the prolonged immobilization in bed that may be associated
with surgery. A series of chapters deals with the more common complications which may
be encountered in or after various operations, such as those for ptosis, strabismus or
detached retina, or keratoplasty or exenteration of the orbit, the use of orbital implants,
and so on. Each article by a well-known author is interesting and authoritative.

You and Your Eyes. By L. LEWISON. 1960. Pp. 253, 86 figs. Trinity Publishing
Corporation, New York. ($3.50.)

This is an amusing book-if the reader is temperamentally capable of being amused by
a mixture of sense and nonsense-addressed primarily to the 75 million eye-glass wearing
Americans, explaining to them how they can divest themselves of this glaring sign of a
physical defect by eye-exercises, eating vitamins, wearing contact lenses, or even by being
fitted with intra-ocular acrylic lenses.

BOOKs REVIEWED IN Ophthalmic Literature
Transactions of the American Ophthalmological Society, Vol. 57, 1959.
The latest volume of the Transactions is marked once again by the excellence of the

careful and detailed studies which comprise it. An individual abstract of each paper
appears in Ophthalmic Literature (1959), vol. 13, Nos. 4 and 5.

NOTES

XIX INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OF OPHTHALMOLOGY
New Delhi, India, December 3 to 7, 1962

The subjects for reports and symposia for the XIX International Congress of
Ophthalmology, 1962, are the following:
REPORTS

(1) "Tropical Parasitical Diseases of the Eye", introduced by Bhaduri (Calcutta), Cyro de
Rezende (Sio Paulo), and Larmande (Algiers).
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