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BOOK REVIEWS

Tables for Testing Colour Sense. (Tafeln zur Prufung des Farbensinnes.) By
K. VELHAGEN. 22nd edition, 1961. Pp. 15, 27 figs. Thieme, Leipzig.
(D.M. 31.60).

This system of pseudo-isochromatic plates has now been edited for the 22nd time.
There is no indication in the explanatory text when the first edition appeared, and the
lack of references to these plates in the incident literature suggests that the reviewer is
not the only ignoramus in this field. Basically the plates are designed on the same
principle as the familiar Ishihara tables, but differ from them in making no allowance
for illiteracy, and in containing tests for simultaneous contrast, and also others for rod-
monochromatism and tritanopia. The tests for contrast are of special use in detecting
malingerers, which Homeric objective seems to exercise the author to a large degree.
There is no plate with which to detect cone-monochromatism, although one could easily
be designed.
These tables will diagnose a particular type of colour defect with more difficulty than

the Ishihara tables but they may help to decide more readily whether a defect is present.
Not more than five out of 25 tables will be read differently by colour-defective and by
normal patients, although the former may, of course, fail altogether with some of the
remaining twenty. Surgeons with no command of German who may feel impelled to
spend some £3 on the tables, will have to spend more money or effort or both in securing
a translation of the key and instructions.

Glaucoma. Edited by F. W. NEWELL. 1961. Pp. 329, 82 figs. Josiah Macy, Jr.,
Foundation, Chicago. ($9).

The report of the Fifth Conference sponsored by the Josiah Macy Foundation and held
in March, 1960, under the Chairmanship of Peter C. Kronfeld is now published, edited
by Frank W. Newell of Chicago. Like its predecessors the conference was valuable and
the report makes interesting reading. Most of the subject matter dealt with the basic
sciences and was physico-chemical in nature rather than clinical. A discussion on the
dynamics of the aqueous humour (V. Everett Kinsey) was followed by a consideration
of the transport across the blood-aqueous barrier of anions (Bernard Becker) and of
carbohydrates with particular attention to diabetes (D. V. N. Reddy). There followed a
consideration of the role of acetylcholine in nervous activity (D. Nachmansohn) with its
bearing on the cholinergic miotics which play so fundamental a part in the treatment of
this disease, and a discussion on the anticholinesterases (Irving H. Leopold). A more
clinical interest was provided by a paper on the pathogenesis of defects in the visual
fields in glaucoma with particular reference to individual variations in the sensitivity
of the retinal function to pressure, ably presented by David Harrington. A final paper
on the systemic effects of prolonged treatment by Diamox and its related compounds
with the associated and widespread metabolic acidosis to which they give rise completes
the symposium. The volume provides interesting reading for those who wish to under-
stand the scientific basis of this complex subject, not least because of the value of the
informal discussions which characterize conferences of this type.

Keratoplasty (Keratoplastik). By B. ALBERTH. 1961. Pp. 186, 191 figs, 13 tables.
Enke, Stuttgart. (D.M. 30).

This is a short, interesting, and well-illustrated monograph on keratoplasty. The
history of the operation, its techniques, and the after-care of the patient are successively
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dealt with, whereafter the three main purposes of corneal grafting are discussed in
detail-optical, therapeutic, and cosmetic. The number of diseases wherein therapeutic
grafting is now advocated-is impressive-herpes, rosacea, tuberculosis, syphilis, trachoma,
rodent ulcer, recurrent erosion, chemical keratitis, Fuchs's epithelial dystrophy, kerato-
mycosis, keratocele, as well as more acute conditions such as ulcus serpens, ring abscess,
and corneal fistula. The last chapter deals with the fate of the graft and its ultimate
relations to the host, and with the processes of innervation and vascularization or
opacification subsequent to operation. The monograph is interestingly written and has a
useful bibliography.

Heredity in Ophthalmology. By J. FRANCOIS. 1961. Pp. 731, 629 figs (incl. 6 col.).
Mosby, St Louis; Kimpton, London. (£8 12s. 6d.).

L'Heredite en ophtalmologie, an excellent book on genetics and the hereditary condi-
tions which affect the eye and its adnexa, was reviewed in this Journal a little time ago
(Brit. J. Ophthal., 1959, 43, 382). To repeat the review would be superfluous, but it is
indeed good that an English translation has now appeared so that it is freely available to
English readers, with its wide scholarship and its immensely useful survey of a very wide
literature. The book is excellently printed and produced and should be considered
essential to every ophthalmological library.

Optics of the Human Eye. (Optik des menschlichen Auges.) By R. SIEBECK. 1960.
Pp. 269, 157 figs. Springer, Berlin. (D.M. 46.80).

This is an exceptionally good text-book on ophthalmic optics written by one who has
taken a life-long interest in the subject. The book contains all the theory and practice
that is necessary for the understanding of optics in so far as ophthalmology is concerned,
but in addition is characterized by the depth of its outlook in the interpretation of such
matters as perspective and entoptic phenomena and collateral subjects. There is
much information on the optical principles of ophthalmic instruments, ranging from the
ophthalmic loupe to the gonioscope and the slit lamp; spectacle optics are fully dealt
with, and the treatment of methods of refraction by skiascopy and the refractometer
are fully discussed. The final chapter deals with the pathology of refractive anomalies.
To those who read German the book is of more than usual interest.

Books reviewed in Ophthalmic Literature

The following book has been received and a review will appear in Ophthalmic Literature,
15, No. 2, 1961.
Post-operative Cataract Spectacle Lenses. By R. C. WELSH. 1961. Miami Educational Press,

Florida. ($15).

NOTES

STUDY TOUR OF WESTERN GERMANY
May, 1961

Sixteen British ophthalmic surgeons, seven accompanied by their wives, flew to Munich
on May 14. The next day we were officially welcomed by Prof. Rohrschneider, who read a
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