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BOOK REVIEWS

A System of Ophthalmology. Vol. 2. The Anatomy of the Visual System. By STEWART
DUKE-ELDER and KENNETH C. WYBAR. 1961. Pp. 901; 842 figs. Kimpton,
London. (£6 10s.)

The "Anatomy of the Visual System" is with us, and what can a reviewer do but
praise it without reserve? This is the second volume of the System of Ophthalmology
which is edited by Sir Stewart Duke-Elder with the help of a younger colleague from the
Institute of Ophthalmology of the University of London-in this case Kenneth Wybar-
and the standard is set for his future collaborators on the highest pinnacle.

Although the subject matter is the Anatomy of the Visual System, this production is
more than a mere record of isolated observations. There is a deep understanding of the
nature of an accepted fact as the product of effort, time, energy, thought, and often
ingenuity on the part of some individual or individuals. There are sketches throughout
the book of the characters of the main authorities, and an excellent introduction to show
how slow and halting was the early conquest of anatomical knowledge. The reader is
impressed by the restless urge of man in his abiding task of patient observation with
accurate assessment and reassessment of conflicting evidence, all set in a discipline of
scientific enquiry. It makes one proud of one's membership of scientific humanity, and
prouder still to be associated in the humblest way with scientific ophthalmology.
A mastery of the technique of compilation and collating is evident on every page.

The classification itself of this huge subject is almost breathtaking. Profusely illustrated
and indexed, it forms a reference book of the highest quality, but any section. taken on
its own unfolds a story flowing with its own momentum in impeccable language, so that
the text reads like a work of literary art, smoothing the difficult aspects of the subject
into a uniform deceptive simplicity.
We are indeed grateful for this stupendous task completed. May it reach all corners

of the globe, for every country has made its contribution, and may it stimulate within
every reader an awareness of the oneness of mankind in facing the challenge of its only
real enemy-ignorance. What an inheritance is ours, perhaps to be ignored while we
bicker our lives away, perhaps to be used as a foundation for future advancement. The
latter choice is made easier by this great work; the decision remains entirely our own.

Uveitis and Toxoplasmosis. By E. S. PERKINS. 1961. Pp. 142, 18 figs (8 col.), bibl.
Churchill, London. (30s.)

This book is, in the first place, an account of 1,718 cases of uveitis which have been
examined at the Institute of Ophthalmology in London. It analyses the aetiology realistic-
ally, departing from the recognized list of causes and emphasizing those which have
been found to be significant in the analysis of the cases examined: Reiter's disease,
sarcoid, heterochromic cyclitis, and toxoplasmosis. The last is described in detail and
the significance of this important cause of uveitis is emphasized. The treatment of uveitis,
other than that of toxoplasmosis, is not considered, and no reference is made to the
complications of the disease which have such an important influence upon the prognosis.
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Advances in Thyroid Research. IV International Goitre Conference, 1961. Edited by

R. Prrr-RIvERs. Pp. 537, many figs, bibls. Pergamon Press, London. (6 guineas).
Two chapters in this volume are devoted to the ophthalmic aspects of thyroid dys-

function. One is an account of experimental exophthalmos produced in rats by Milar
and Augustin from Bucharest. Their findings are not conclusive and do not appear to
have any immediate clinical significance. The chapter by Bartels and Irie (Lahey Clinic,
Boston) on thyroid function in progressive exophthalmos is a factual account of their
findings in a survey of 117 patients whose exophthalmos was severe enough to require
surgical treatment; in some the exophthalmos appeared to progress rapidly when the
hyperthyroidism was treated but, in another group, treatment of hyperthyroidism did not
seem to accelerate the worsening of the eye condition. No new facts are presented and
on the whole the chapter is disappointing. It is also marred by misprints, one of which
is confusing (p. 165, line 5, hypothyroidism should presumably read hyperthyroidism).

Brockhaus A.B.C. of Optics. Edited by K. MUTZE. 1961. Pp. 968, 1,600 figs. Brock-
haus, Leipzig. (D.M. 37.40; £3 4s. 2d.).

This is a very full and very good encyclopaedia of optics interpreted in the widest sense.
It includes physical and physiological optics, optical instruments, spectroscopy, lumi-
nescence, photography, colour vision, ophthalmic optics, optical perception, and ophthal-
mology. The articles are frequently short and concise, often comprising little more than
a definition, but many are of considerable length and, where necessary for clarification,
fully illustrated; the section on colour vision, for example, occupies seven pages, and those
on stereomicroscopy, stereophotography, stereoscopes, and stereoscopic vision, ten each.
The book forms a very valuable source of reference.

NOTES

XIX INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OF OPHTHALMOLOGY

New Delhi, December, 1962

The Faculty of Ophthalmologists has set aside a sum of money to help to meet the
expenses of suitable British ophthalmnologists who are taking part in the scientific pro-
gramme of this Congress.

Applications for a grant, which should include a note of the applicant's contribution
to the Congress, should be made to the Treasurer of the Faculty of Ophthalmologists,

45, Lincoln's Inn Fields,
London, W.C.2

before December 31, 1961.

CORRIGENDUM
It is regretted that the letter from Mr. Frederick Ridley which appeared in the September

issue (Brit. J. Ophthal., 1961, 45, 631) was mistakenly titled. The heading should read "Eye-
rubbing and Keratoconus." There is no reference to Contact Lenses.
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