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BOOK REVIEWS

The Practice of Refraction. 7th Edition, 1963. S. DuKE-ELDER. Pp. 326, 244 figs.-
Churchill, London. (30s.)

The seventh edition of Sir Stewart's well known " Practice of Refraction " has just come
off the stocks. It retains the format and size of its predecessors. The chapter on contact
lens has been rewritten and brought up to date. This is a model of medical writing and its
popularity is proof enough of its excellence. It can be recommended for all ages and all
degrees of experience.

Genetics and Ophthalmology. By P. J. WAARDENBURG, A. FRANCESCHETTI, and
D. KLEIN. Vol. 2 by P. J. WAARDENBURG. 1963. Pp. 922, 551 figs, bibl.
Blackwell Scientific Publications, Oxford. (£ 10s.)

The second volume of this large and comprehensive work has now appeared. This
volume is written entirely by Waardenburg. It is said to be devoted to neuro-ophthal-
mology, but this is interpreted in its widest sense. It includes, for example, convergent
strabismus, refractive errors (the eye, originally a part of the brain, shows a striking
conformity with the latter in its growth), and defects of colour vision, and there is a long
addendum supplying further information about the subjects treated in the first volume,
most of which was contributed since that volume was written. The present volume has,
therefore, a much wider range of interest than that usually considered as neuro-ophthal-
mological.
The first volume was superb; the second is equally good. It contains a vast store of

information about a multitude of subjects, and although primarily genetic in its outlook
is full of pithy clinical descriptions and odd and interesting facts. At last we have an
index to the first volume and the combined index, indispensable for a book of this kind, is
excellent. The labour put into the compilation of the book is astonishing, the survey of
the literature exemplary, and the reader's interest never flags. It is hardly a book to be
taken up and read through, but as a source of reference it will be of great value not only
to the ophthalmologist but to the geneticist who (if he has not realized it) will marvel at the
richness of our specialty in his field and will envy us in having a Waardenburg among our
number.

Color in Business, Science and Industry. 2nd Edition, 1963. By D. B. JUDD and
G. WYSZECKI. Pp. 500, 118 figs, bibl. Wiley, New York. (1 15s.)

The second edition of this book has appeared after a lapse of 11 years, greatly enlarged
and brought up to date. It is essentially for the colour technologist and the research
worker in the problems of colorometry and gives a highly technical account ofthe problems
of the measurement and specification of colours as applied particularly to industry.

La methode de Bates. (Gymnastique oculaire). By A. SPIELMANN. 1963. Pp. 68,
bibl. Editions de la Revue d'Optique theorique et instrumentale, Paris.

William Horatio Bates was, for the benefit of younger readers, an American ophthal-
mologist who in 1920 published a book entitled "The Cure of Imperfect Sight by Treat-
ment without Glasses". This book attained considerable notoriety both in America and
in Europe and was responsible for a number of books and articles being published in the
popular press. Although the "tests" that Bates carried out may impress the layman,
they embarrass ophthalmologists by their technical ineptitude. His system was based
upon false facts and distorted logic, and in the light ofpresent knowledge appears ludicrous.
Doctor Annette Spielmann presents a sensible and amusing destruction of the Bates

system; it is only a pity that such a book appears necessary.
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