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BOOK REVIEWS

Petrus Camper: Optical Dissertation on Vision (1746). Facsimile of the original Latin
Text, with a translation and introduction by G. TEN DOESSCHATE. 1962. Pp.
29 + 31, portrait and folding-plate. de Graaf, Nieuwkoop, Holland. (Fl. 45).

This fascinating little monograph by Petrus Camper is reproduced in the original Latin
by facsimile and translated into English with an introduction by G. Ten Doesschate of
Utrecht. Camper was a many-sided scholar who lived from 1722 to 1789 and travelled
much and, incidentally, visited England on several occasions, where he was an honoured
guest of the Royal Society and visited John Hunter and other prominent medical people.
His essential interest was gynaecological, but he published an "Optical Dissertation on
Vision" among other ophthalmological writings. Its content is theoretical rather than
clinical, and in it the influence of William Porterfield and Isaac Newton can be seen but
Camper's theories do not take into consideration the innovations of Kepler; he knew and
repeated Leeuwenhoek's discovery of the lamellar structure of the lens. His writings
have one foot in ancient and the other in modem ophthalmology, and the critical sanity
of his outlook is seen in his dictum to his students: "If I would speak only of those
medicaments of which I know the efficacy by my own experience, then I would leave
untreated most of them and I might be able to tell you the whole pharmacology in a few
hours".

Glaucoma in Practice. (Glaukom in der Praxis). By W. LEYDHECKER. 1962. Pp. 79,
14 figs. Springer, Berlin. (D.M. 14.80).

In the space of just over seventy pages, Leydhecker has attempted to extract from his
large text-book on glaucoma some of the essential points of purely practical value. He
makes clear in the foreword that this is his aim, pointing out that an extensive review of the
literature, whilst being of great interest to the research worker, has only limited value for
the ophthalmologist who concerns himself solely with practical matters. Thus, there is
scarcely anything about the basic physiology of the intra-ocular pressure and very little
concerning aetiological theories of the various types of glaucoma.
The first section deals with the clinical classification of glaucoma, after which methods

of investigation are described, again largely from the practical aspect, with little considera-
tion, for example, of the possible mechanisms of the provocative tests. The middle sec-
tion deals with the medical treatment of glaucoma and the supervision of patients. A
section on operative treatment follows; in this, the author has wisely restricted his dis-
cussions to general remarks about each operation, adding some of his own views on special
points. Finally, the more frequent causes of disappointment in glaucoma therapy are
enumerated.
The author makes clear several times his own belief that raised intra-ocular pressure is

the most important, though not the only, direct cause of visual loss in glaucoma. He
maintains that visual damage can ensue if tensions remain in the range of 20-26 mm. Hg
and that, for adequate treatment of glaucoma, it is necessary that the tension should never
exceed 20 mm. Hg. He believes also that, if this condition is fulfilled, the prognosis in
early primary chronic glaucoma is good, and that the view held by some that the glau-
comatous eye deteriorates inevitably is erroneous, being founded upon observations made
upon patients who have not been treated sufficiently rigorously. Some may consider this
to be an extreme view but, generally speaking, there is little in this monograph which would
not receive fairly general acceptance.
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The limitations of tonometry and tonography are discussed and, in connexion with the
latter, the author describes his own modifications of Grant's original technique.

In the section on provocative tests, the practical approach is shown in a careful descrip-
tion of the mydriatic test which gives the precautions which should be taken to avoid a
dramatic outcome. This attitude to the problem of glaucoma is adopted throughout the
monograph.
The German is not difficult to read, and this publication should help to spread the

author's convictions that it is more important to search for undiagnosed cases of glau-
coma, to diagnose early, and to treat thoroughly than it is to modify operations or to
produce more potent miotics.

NOTES

OPHTHALMOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF NEW SOUTH WALES

Norman McAlister Gregg Prize, 1963
The Ophthalmological Society of New South Wales will award the Norman McAlister Gregg

Prize in 1963. The closing date for entries will be 31st October, 1963, at midday.
The Prize of £120 sterling and a bronze medallion will be awarded to the candidate whose sub-

mitted original work, on any subject, is deemed to be the most valuable contribution to know-
ledge in Ophthalmology. Entries on basic scientific subjects are given equal consideration with
clinical papers.

Intending candidates should notify the Secretary of the Society, Dr. Ross Moxham, 235,
Macquarie Street, Sydney, at least 2 months before the closing date

OBITUARY

CHARLES SWAN

Ophthalmologists in Great Britain will be distressed and shocked to hear that Dr.
Charles Swan has died in Adelaide at the age of 51, as a result of a series of heart attacks
following a motoring accident.

Dr. Swan graduated at the University of Adelaide in 1935 and became a research
assistant at the South Australia Institute of Medical and Veterinary Science in 1938. He
was ophthalmologist to the Children's Hospital at Adelaide and for a considerable time
had been on the honorary staff of the Royal Adelaide Hospital. His first sustained research
was on poliomyelitis, and for this he was awarded the degree of M.D. Thereafter
medicine in Australia and, indeed, in the whole world, became intensely interested in Sir
Norman Gregg's association of congenital catasact with maternal rubella incurred during
pregnancy. Swan led an Adelaide research team to explore the implications of this
observation and was largely responsible for extending Gregg's observations to include
other congenital deformities such as anomalies of the heart and ear. In 1947 he came to
London where he worked in the Pathology Department of the Institute of Ophthalmology
and Moorfields Eye Hospital and, incidentally, obtained his Diploma of Ophthal-
mology. Thereafter he returned to Australia and it is indeed sad that a career so promising
has been so prematurely terminated.
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