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BOOK REVIEWS

Tests for Binocular Function with a Stereoscope. (Testproben zur Priufung des Binoku-
larsehens am Stereoskop.) By R. SACHSENWEGER. 1963. Pp. 16, 24 cards.
Johann Ambrosius Barth, Leipzig. (D.M. 4.60).

These tests are suitable for use with a stereoscope, particularly for the examination of
the binocular function of children. They contain tests for fusion (including Worth's
test), tests for phorias, depth perception, uniocular dominance, aniseikonia, and stereo-
scopic campimetry. The black-on-white printing is of rather poor quality. Considering
that the material could be produced on plastic plates which can be wiped, and that the
present paper set will be fingered and soon in an unusable condition, the price is rather
high.

Recovery from Earl Blindness. By R. L. GREGORY and J. G. WALLACE. 1963. Pp. 46,
15 figs. Heffer, Cambridge.

The authors of this monograph have provided a full description of the history and
progress of a man, effectively blind almost from birth, who underwent two operations for
corneal grafting at the age of 52, as the result ofwhich he received appreciable sight. It is
shown that much of the patient's difficulty in visual learning can be ascribed to his long-
standing reliance on the whole complex of well-ingrained habits to which his blindness
had given rise. His progress and reactions are given in great detail; it is interesting to
learn that before surgery he had been proud of his abilities in the face of his obvious
handicap but that afterwards his previous achievements seemed paltry and his new
position almost foolish. He became depressed, and it would seem that he had lost more
than he had gained by the recovery of his sight.

Physiological and Pathological Ageing. (Gerontologie et geriatrie du fond de l'oeil.)
By E. B. STREwF and J. BABEL. 1963. Pp. 75, 27 figs, 4 tables, bibl. Karger,
Basel, (Swiss frs. 20).

The authors consider 70 to be the age at which senile changes may be expected in the
fundus. The normal appearances of physiological ageing are described insofar as they
concern the retinal vessels, macula, choroid, and optic nerve.

Pathological ageing is accompanied by loss of visual function, and the greater part of this
monograph, which is part of a large reference work,* deals with these changes as they
are revealed by the ophthalmoscope, slit lamp, and microscope. The clinical and histo-
logical findings in the retinal vessels, choroid, and optic nerve follow familiar lines, but
there are interesting observations on and excellent histological sections from degenerative
lesions of the macula and periphery of the retina.

Various therapeutic measures, mainly concerned with methods of improving the
circulation, are described; these, however, are not subjected to critical analysis.
The bibliography is excellent.

Text-book of the Fundus of the Eye. By A. J. BALLANTYNE and I. C. MICHAELSON.
1962. Pp. 520, 600 figs, bibls. Livingstone, Edinburgh. (£7).

This book is devoted to the interpretation of fundus appearances as seen by the oph-
thalmoscope and slit lamp. It thus embraces most of the conditions affecting the retina,

* Taken from "Advances in Ophthalmology", Vol. 13.
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choroid, and optic nerve. The emphasis is always on the changes actually seen, their
recognition, and the differential diagnosis. The opening chapters deal briefly with normal
anatomy and methods of examination. Each lesion is then described separately and the
presenting symptoms, histology, course, and treatment are also dealt with. There is an
extraordinary economy of words and the book contains as much information as would
be expected in a volume twice its size. There are however some unexpected omissions
regarding certain conditions which have been quite widely discussed in the past few years;
these include chloroquine retinopathy and macroglobulinaemia. Some of the references
too are outdated. These discrepancies are undoubtedly due to the long period which has
elapsed between the birth of the book in 1940 and its publication in 1962. Despite the
omissions this is a most excellent book, and both text and illustrations are well produced.

Year Book of Ophthalmology. Edited by W. F. HUGHES. 1963. Pp. 430, 92 figs. Year
Book Medical Publishers, Chicago. (62s.)

The 1962-63 Year Book of Ophthalmology, summarizing the literature between
September, 1962, and September, 1963, provides, as we have come to expect, an adequate
and very useful outline of the most striking contributions made during the period to the
literature, the value of the abstracts being accentuated by editorial annotations. The
book is introduced by an unusually good article on recent advances in ocular therapy by
Leopold of Philadelphia in which are discussed some new miotics and osmotherapeutic
agents for use in glaucoma, the management of diabetic retinopathy (including the
problems of insulin resistance and steroid therapy), and the treatment of herpes simplex
with special reference to the value and limitations of IDU.

Ophthalmic Plastic Surgery. By S. A. Fox. 1963. Pp. 493, 232 figs. Grune and
Stratton, New York. ($19.50).

The fact that a third edition of this book has become necessary only 3 years after its
predecessor indicates its value and its popularity. In this edition each chapter has been
considerably expanded and new chapters have been added on the lacrimal system, enuclea-
tion of the eye, first aid, irradiation, and tattooing, so that the volume is twice the size of
the previous edition; moreover 350 individual illustrations have been added or sub-
stituted for others which have been discarded. One of the most interesting additions is
the incorporation of historical notes which gives the book a living interest, and the
bibliographies have been expanded and brought up to date. As the author remarks (is
it in despair or in satisfaction?)-"A book is never finished".

Advances in Ophthalmology. Vol. 13. Edited by E. B. STREIFF. 1963. Pp. 261,
31 figs., 5 col. pl. Karger, Basel. (D.M. 60).

The 13th volume of Advances in Ophthalmology is unusually interesting and useful.
It contains four chapters: general reviews and assessments of senile changes in the ocular
fundus, by E. B. Streiff and J. Babel, and of the operative and post-operative complications
that may arise from the newer techniques used in the surgery of retinal detachment, by
E. Malbran and R. Dodds of Buenos Aires. There are also reviews of the literature
from 1951 to 1960, on the pupil by G. Maeder of Geneva, and on trachoma by G. B.
Bietti and R. Vozza of Rome. Each article is excellent.

To BE REVIEWED IN Ophthalmic Literature

Sobre um novo meio corretor do entropio nao-cicatricial da palpebra inferior. By
PAIVA GONcALVEs FILHO. 1962. Pp. 86, 42 figs, 40 refs. Estado da Gaunabara,
Rio de Janeiro.
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