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OBITUARY

KIRAN SEN, 1894-1964

Many of our readers and particularly those ophthalmologists from all over the world who
attended the International Congress of Ophthalmology in Delhi in 1962 will hear with the greatest
regret that the president of that very successful congress died suddenly on March 24, 1964, while
recovering from a surgical operation.

Sen was the doyen of Indian ophthalmologists and had a notable and distinguished career.
Obtaining the Gold Medal for Ophthalmology at the Calcutta Medical College in 1916, he joined
the Indian Medical Service in 1917 and served in the campaign in Salonika during the first world
war. Thereafter he conducted practice in Chittagong, the city of his birth, at the same time, as
was always his habit, interesting himself in public life and becoming president of the District
Youths' Association. From 1928 to 1930 he studied for higher degrees in Britain, obtaining the
D.O.M.S. (London) in 1929 and the F.R.C.S. (Edin.) in 1930. Thereafter he returned to Calcutta
where he spent the remainder of his life working in various hospitals, conducting a large private
practice, and teaching. He was appointed professor of ophthalmology in the Lake Medical
College in 1947, its principal in 1948, and its superintendent in 1949. He was made honorary
ophthalmic surgeon to the governor of West Bengal in 1948. In 1952 he was appointed professor
of ophthalmology at the Medical College, Calcutta, and although he was pressed to become its
Principal-Superintendent in 1954 he refused this responsible position, wishing to build up and
consolidate the development of ophthalmology in the city of his adoption: in 1957 he became
Professor and Head of the Department of Ophthalmology of the University College of Medicine of
Calcutta. Largely through his untiring efforts, the Institute of Ophthalmology of Calcutta was
opened in 1961 and he became its first director, retiring in 1963 to become emeritus professor.
Recognition of his unique academic status was consolidated by his appointment as inspector of
Postgraduate Ophthalmic Education in universities as varied as Lucknow, Bombay, Ahmedabad,
Jaipur, and Aligarh.

Academic work of a high order and the responsibilities of practice, however, did not prevent him
from devoting much of his time to research, particularly in the prevention of blindness from such
diseases as smallpox, cholera, and meningitis. For his work on nutritional disorders of the eye he
was awarded the Adenwala Gold Medal in 1935, and later was made a fellow of the State Medical
Faculty of West Bengal and the Indian Academy of Medical Sciences.
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Nor did he neglect public duties. He was one of those responsible for the inception of the
Association for the Prevention of Blindness in Bengal and he served it enthusiastically throughout
his life; he was president of the Ophthalmological Society of Bengal (1953-57) and of the All-India
Ophthalmological Society (1955-56). It was only natural that, when the International Council of
Ophthalmology accepted the invitation of the Indian Government and the All-India Ophthal-
mological Society to hold the XIXth International Congress of Ophthalmology in Delhi, Sen should
be nominated and accepted as its president. In 1958 he went to the International Congress at
Brussels to represent the All-India Ophthalmological Society at the International Association for
the Prevention of Blindness, from 1959 until his death he attended the meetings of the International
Council with the greatest assiduity, and the success of the International Congress in New Delhi in
1962 was largely due to the grace and natural charm and yet complete confidence which he exercised
as its president.

His was indeed a full life, dedicated primarily to the furtherance of measures for the prevention
of blindness in India, where the blind are counted in hundreds of thousands, and also to raising the
academic standards of ophthalmology in India, an ambition which he did much to realize; but at
the same time it was rendered complete by an unusual capacity for the enjoyment of human relation-
ships together with interests such as riding, hunting in his youth, and motoring and horse-racing in
his later life.
He is survived by a delightful widow, a son who is also an ophthalmologist, and a daughter, a

biochemist, to all of whom we extend our sympathy.
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