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BOOK REVIEWS
Ocular and Adnexal Tumors. Edited by M. BONIUK. 1964. Pp. 511, 363 figs, 4 plates. Henry

Kimpton, London. (£9 7s. 6d.)
This is the report of a symposium on ocular tumours held at Baylor University, Texas, in

November 1962, a symposium concerned with four aspects of ocular oncology: tumours of the
conjunctiva and eyelid, retinoblastoma, pigmented intra-ocular tumours, and orbital tumours.
The mood of the symposium is set by the first paper on precancerous and cancerous melanosis

and the discussion on pigmented tumours of the conjunctiva that follows. The views of Reese,
the protagonist of the massive surgical procedure, are contrasted with those of Lederman, the
radiotherapist, while Hogan and Stallard tend to steer a middle course, albeit a surgical one.
Zimmerman presents the pathologist's approach and in this and subsequent papers impresses with
his balanced views and clarity of thought. A similar pattern emerges in the papers and discussion
on carcinoma of the conjunctiva and eyelids.

In the section on retinoblastoma, after an excellent paper on the heredity of this distressing
condition, which is particularly valuable for the eugenic considerations that are discussed, the
emphasis is on the management of the second eye in a patient with bilateral retinoblastoma. At
present, radiation with or without chemotherapy, appears to be the treatment of choice for the
second eye in the majority of cases, while photo-coagulation appears to offer hope when dealing
with small tumours.
The section on pigmented intra-ocular tumours is opened by Hogan with a detailed review of

malignant melanomata of the uveal tract and optic nerve, and then the emphasis is on the manage-
ment of the small malignant melanoma of the uveal tract, and the malignant melanoma in an only
eye.
The final section on orbital tumours contains outstanding papers by Zimmerman on the

pathology of rhabdomyosarcomata, post-irradiation tumours, epithelial neoplasms of the lacrimal
gland, and lymphoid tumours. The surgical approach to the orbit is discussed by Smith and
Poppen, while the final paper of the symposium, on the radiation treatment of primary malignant
tumours of the orbit by Lederman is particularly valuable.
The editor and publishers must be congratulated on producing such a well-illustrated book

remarkably free from typographical errors. The value ofsymposia is being increasingly appreciated
and it is a pity that 18 months had to elapse between the symposium and publication of this report.
This book is highly recommended for all ophthalmologists, although the proviso has to be made that
certain sections are too controversial for the inexperienced.

Advances in Ophthalmology. Vol. 15. Edited by E. B. STREIFF. 1964. Pp. 318, 36 figs.
Karger, Basle. (No price given.)

The fifteenth volume of Advances in Ophthalmology is introduced by a review of the literature
on diseases of the optic nerve and chiasma from 1951 to 1961 by van Wijngaarden of Amsterdam.
This is followed by an assessment in considerable detail of the clinical value of dynamometry and
its importance in diagnosing anomalies of the cerebral circulation, written by Weigelin, Iwata,
and Halder of Bonn. A third article is an assessment of the methods used in Basle in the adminis-
tration of general and basal anaesthesia for ocular surgery by Gayer. The final article is a very
interesting symposium by a group of Dutch writers, co-ordinated by van Veelen of Utrecht, on the
behaviour and treatment of partially sighted children. The study is confined to 40 children and
the conclusion is reached that the great majority shows anomalies other than ocular-neurological,
constitutional, and psychological. The frequent finding of an abnormal E.E.G. suggests that the
poor vision and the associated central nervous disturbances have their origin at a very early stage
in embryonic development.
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