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CORRESPONDENCE

INDUCED ELEVATION OF INTRA-OCULAR PRESSURE
AND THE VISUAL FIELD

To the Editorial Committee of the BRITLSH JOURNAL OF OPHTHALMOLOGY

SIRs,-In the May, 1964, issue of the BRITISH JOURNAL OF OPHTHALMOLOGY (vol. 48, p. 237),
J. C. Tsamparlakis has published the results of his investigations on the effect of transient induced
elevation of intra-ocular pressure on the visual field. The conclusions reached by the author,
who has suggested an ingenious apparatus to exert a graduated pressure on the eye, closely
correspond to those presented by me at the XVIth International Ophthalmological Congress,
London, 1950 (Acta, p. 895). I concluded, in effect, that the study of the blind-spot during and
after dynamometric compression of the eyeball, owing to its enlargement in early glaucomatous
eyes, had to be considered as another valuable test for the early diagnosis of chronic glaucoma.
The value of this test has been stressed again in a paper published by me in the Archives of
Ophthalmology (1953, vol. 49, p. 491), and independently from me, by Suda (see Suda and others,
Acta Soc. ophthal. jap., 1962, vol. 66, p. 1225, and previous papers).
These previous researches have been completely ignored by Dr. Tsamparlakis. Similar results

can be obtained also by putting the patient in anoxia.
Yours faithfully,

G. B. BiErrI
Director,
CLINICA OCULISTICA DELL'UNIVERSITrA DI ROMA,
ITALIA.
December, 1964.

BOOK REVIEWS
Toxoplasmosis. Argumenta et documenta ophthalmologica. By H. REMKY. 1962. Pp. 154,

93 figs, refs. Lehmann, Munich. (DM 54.)
This monograph describes the results of a survey of 617 patients with endogenous uveitis, with

particular emphasis on the role of toxoplasmosis in the aetiology. The literature is briefly reviewed
and the method of determining the relative levels of antibody in aqueous and serum described.
A comparison of dye-test levels in the aqueous and serum was made in 391 patients and the results
of this investigation, correlated with the clinical description of the cases, form the main part of
the book. The cases diagnosed as congenital toxoplasmosis presented the classical picture of a
focal chorio-retinitis, but the acquired disease showed a wider variety of fundus appearances and
included eight cases of central serous retinopathy and one of bilateral cyclitis. The author feels
that in the majority of the cases the initial infection was acquired post-natally and that in six there
were also extra-ocular manifestations of infection with toxoplasmosis.
Although it is probable that further experience will show that the interpretation of comparative

estimations of antibody in aqueous and serum is more complicated than at present appears, this
work is a valuable contribution to our knowledge of toxoplasmic uveitis.
The arrangement of the book is unusual in that the main text is presented in four languages-

German, English, Spanish, and French. The explanatory notes to the large number of excellent
fundus photographs are also in these four languages. The book is clearly printed on good paper,
and although the duplication of the subject matter adds to the bulk, the translations will be
appreciated by the many to whom the German text would have posed severe linguistic difficulties.

222

 on M
ay 16, 2023 by guest. P

rotected by copyright.
http://bjo.bm

j.com
/

B
r J O

phthalm
ol: first published as 10.1136/bjo.49.4.222-a on 1 A

pril 1965. D
ow

nloaded from
 

http://bjo.bmj.com/


Ultrasound as a Diagnostic and Surgical Tool. Edited by D. GORDON. 1963. Pp. 413, 28 figs.
Livingstone, Edinburgh. (63s.)

Only a short chapter of this book is concerned with ophthalmology and this is perhaps to be
expected in view of the diverse branches of medicine into which ultrasound is now being introduced.
However, the work has excellent introductory chapters dealing with the theory and practice of
ultrasonic equipment used in diagnosis and treatment; these will be of interest to the ophthalmolo-
gist who wishes to assess the portion of the technique in relation to his own subject.
The part devoted to the eye is by Baum of New York and is therefore somewhat one-sided in

its devotion to the complexities of scanning devices and the related display. Much ultrasonic
ophthalmology is in progress using the simple A-scope technique and to this the book makes little
reference.
The editor's enthusiasm for this nouvelle vague of medicine sometimes appears a little excessive.

In ophthalmology and other specialties rather exaggerated claims are at present being made for
the value of ultrasound. Nevertheless, a young discipline needs a keen and vigorous exponent and
this book is a testimony to Dr. Gordon's single-mindedness.

Ocular Surgery. 3rd edition. By H. ARRUGA (trans. by HOGAN and CHAPARRO). 1962.
Pp. 977, 1328 figs (136 in colour), bibl. McGraw-Hill, London. (£19 3s. 6d.)

The third English edition of Arruga's superb "Ocular Surgery" has been translated from the
fourth Spanish edition by Hogan and Chaparro. Our readers are well aware of the value and
scope of this volume which is essentially the personal experiences of one of the undoubted masters
in this sphere. The new edition brings these experiences up to date, particularly in the surgery of
cataract, keratoplasty, and retinal detachment; readers will find the detailed description of the
author's string-operation interesting, as well as his end-results in 4,910 cases of detached retina
treated surgically between 1940 and 1960. In assessing these it is to be remembered that Arruga
has been habitually called upon to deal with difficult problems; nevertheless, if operated on within
five days he has obtained 90 per cent. of cures, a percentage which falls to 18 for the period six
months to one year, and to 2 when surgery has not been performed for longer than two years,
the percentage being approximately reduced by one-third in aphakia.

It is interesting that in this edition the chapter on surgery of the ocular muscles has been written
by the author's son, Alfred Arruga. Throughout the many illustrations are of unusual merit.

Ocular Traumatology and Occupational Ophthalmology. (Traumatologia ocular y oftalmologia
laboral.) Edited by J. CASANOVAS. 1963. Pp. 484, 223 figs (21 coloured), bibl. Alhacen,
Barcelona.

This is an excellent volume containing the lectures given at a course at the Barcelona Ophthalmic
University Clinic, directed by Casanovas, with contributions by several members of the staff and
by professors from other universities in Spain and elsewhere. It is a most valuable and opportune
addition to Spanish ophthalmic literature since it is an up-to-date treatise on ophthalmic
traumatology which every day acquires new peculiarities as a consequence of modern life.
Without omitting all the classical concepts and methods that still maintain their value, this

work contains the latest acquisitions in the fields of prophylaxis as well as in first-aid treatment
and in specialized medical and surgical therapy. It is therefore valuable not only to the ophthal-
mologist but also to the general practitioner who has to deal with emergencies.

In the first chapter H. Arruga analyses the characteristics of the visual apparatus from the
traumatological point of view, and the recent evolution of this important subject. This chapter
is richly illustrated with colour pictures of different traumatic ocular conditions.

J. Casanovas deals with the subject of visual fitness in the different industries and discusses the
question of light and colour in occupational hygiene. A chapter on prophylaxis of occupational
accidents is written by Olivella Casals. The pathology of the subject is described by Sanchez-
Lucas who also discusses the processes of repair of corneal lesions. The topography of ophthalmic
wounds is dealt with by J. Arumi; foreign bodies in the anterior segment by Jules Francois; the
effect of trachoma in traumatic lesions by Casanovas; the pathology of sympathetic ophthalmitis
by Casanovas and its treatment by Francois; Purtscher's retinal angiopathy by E. Diaz-Caneja;
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traumatic diplopia by A. Arruga; trauma to the lacrimal apparatus by Bruch; the para-nasal
cavities in orbital trauma by A. Azoy; ocular burns by Casanovas; thermo-, cryo-, and photo-
traumata and the estimation of losses of visual efficiency and compensation by Sedan; medico-
legal problems by Sales-Vazquez; the dermato-ophthalmological aspects of occupational disease
by Vilanova; miner's nystagmus by Bascaran; neuro-ophthalmic occupational affections by
Puncernau; and foreign bodies in the vitreous chamber by L. Dolcet-Buxeres.

NOTES

PAN-AMERICAN CONGRESS OF OPHTHALMOLOGY
The next meeting will be held at Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, from August 15 to 21, 1965. The

main symposia will deal with: recent advances in retinal detachment surgery; present status
of eye banks; progress in uveitis; and contact lenses.
For further information apply to Dr. Werther Duque Estrada, Chairman, Organizing Com-

mittee, Praca Cardeal Arcoverde, 25, Copacabana, Rio de Janeiro, GB, Brazil.

NEW YORK EYE AND EAR INFIRMARY

Postgraduate Courses
The eighth series of postgraduate courses for specialists in ophthalmology will be given from

September 8 to November 13, 1965, at the New York Eye and Ear Infirmary.
The courses will include the following: advances in ocular prostheses; biomicroscopy; cataract

surgery; clinical bacteriology; clinical problems of tear formation; contact lenses; corneal diseases;
electrophysiology and applied physiology of the eye; enucleation and evisceration; glaucoma;
lacrimal sac surgery; lasers in ophthalmology; low vision aids; motor anomalies; ocular geriatrics;
ocular neuro-ophthalmology; ocular radiology; ocular therapeutics; ocular trauma; ophthalmo-
scopy; pathology; paediatric ophthalmology; perimetry; physiological optics; plastic surgery for
the eye; psychosomatic factors in ophthalmology; radio-isotopes in ophthalmology; refraction;
retinal detachment; retinoscopy; surgery of the orbit; and uveitis.
At the conclusion of the regular series, there will be a one-week review course in basic sciences

in ophthalmology.
For catalogue and additional information, please write to: Mrs. Tamar Weber (Registrar),

Institute of Ophthalmology of the Americas, New York Eye and Ear Infirmary, 218 Second
Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10003, U.S.A.

BRITISH SMALL ANIMAL VETERINARY ASSOCIATION
A symposium on comparative ophthalmology will be held in the new meeting room of the Nuffield

Institute of Comparative Medicine at the Zoological Society of London on June 2 and 3, 1965.
Papers to be given during this two-day symposium will include the following: comparative
anatomy and physiology of vision; comparative retinopathies; congenital abnormalities-inherit-
able diseases of the eye of the dog and cat; modem techniques of lens extraction and corneal
grafting; keratitis in animals and in man; recent advances in drug therapy of the eye; anaesthesia for
surgery of the eye.

Further details may be obtained from Mrs. J. G. Wright, M.R.C.V.S. (Organizing Secretary,
B.S.A.V.A. Symposia), 114 Maida Vale, London, W.9.
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