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FREDERICK CARL CORDES, 1892-1965
Frederick Carl Cordes died on April 4, 1965, at the Children's Hospital in San Francisco after a

gallant battle against cancer. He was a native Californian, born in San Francisco on June 12, 1892.
The son of a Lutheran minister father, he had to work very hard, often by manual labour with a
railroad section-gang, to finance his education. From the time he matriculated as a freshman on
the Berkeley campus until his death he remained a University of California man. In 1918 he
became a Doctor of Medicine, and in 1921 he was appointed Instructor in Ophthalmology, where-
after, following a course of study under Ernst Fuchs in Vienna, he rose rapidly to become Chairman
of the Division of Ophthalmology in 1934, Clinical Professor of Ophthalmology in 1936, and was
eventually Emeritus Professor.

Early in his career, at a time when research was not the popular activity in America that it is
today, Dr. Cordes struggled to acquire new knowledge by working after hours and on holidays.
This included much pathology, but his orientation was primarily clinical, and as time went on he
became an exceptionally astute observer. Of his many contributions, perhaps the most valuable
was his work on the subject of cataract in children, on which he wrote a notable monograph
based on painstaking observation and analysis.
Under the chairmanship of Dr. Cordes, the Department of Ophthalmology of the University of

California became an outstanding ophthalmic centre and training-ground for ophthalmologists.
A fine and popular teacher, he was a stern taskmaster who started morning rounds at 7.30 a.m.
throughout the year.
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Of Dr. Cordes's many talents, his rare gift for inspiring his wealthy patients to support
ophthalmology deserves special mention. When Mrs. Francis I. Proctor offered funds for the
establishment of a foundation for eye research in a western university that could guarantee space
for its operation, Dr. Cordes promptly secured from one of his patient-friends the money necessary
to meet the conditions of Mrs. Proctor's gift, and the Proctor Foundation was established at the
University of California. With another donation he was able to set up a training programme for
foreign ophthalmologists; as a result, the Heller Foreign Fellowship programme has contributed
to the training of ophthalmologists from Canada, England, Ireland, Austria, Italy, Denmark,
Sweden, Venezuela, and Japan.

In his long, fruitful life, Dr. Cordes gave many a named lecture, and received many an honour.
Among the latter were the Howe Medal of the American Medical Association, the Lucien Howe
Medal of the American Ophthalmological Society, and the Gold Medal (Leslie Dana) Award given
jointly by the National Society for the Prevention of Blindness and the St. Louis Society for the
Blind.- Perhaps the honour he prized the most, and the one that specially pleased his former
students, was the honorary LL.D. bestowed upon him by his own University in 1962. He had
worked long and hard for the University of California, and it was fitting that he was honoured as
one of its great alumni.

Hobbies, of which he had many, also played an important role in Dr. Cordes's life. He was a
serious student of Californian history and a collector of Californiana, he was a superb photo-
grapher, and he loved and collected old medical books. He was an enthusiastic member of the
Bohemian Club of San Francisco and generously shared his pleasure in it, and at the Bohemian
Grove in the Californian woods, with his friends and students.
He will be greatly missed by his two daughters, his grandson, and all his friends, many of whom

came from Britain and abroad.

ALEXANDER JOKL, 1895-1965
Dr. Alexander Jokl died in Jofiannesburg, South Africa, on March 23 after a short illness.
Alexander Joki qualified in medicine in Austria, taking his M.D. in Vienna in 1919, and then did

post-graduate ophthalmology and research there and in Uppsala, where he obtained the M.D. of
that University. He later studied in England, where he qualified M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P. in 1930
before coming to South Africa, where he devoted himself to ophthalmology in Johannesburg for
close on thirty-five years.

Dr. Jokl was one of the earliest members of the Ophthalmological Society of South Africa, and
was a Past-President of its Southem Transvaal Branch. He was widely travelled and delighted in
attending international congresses, where he was able to renew friendships which he had established
with ophthalmologists in many parts of the world.
He kept up a wide correspondence with his overseas colleagues and built up a large collection

of reprints and journals. The collecting of books became his hobby, and he had some rare copies
of both ophthalmological and non-medical books. His ophthalmological library was always
available to his colleagues, and he had it specially housed for their convenience. This ophthal-
mological library was his special interest and he bequeathed it to the Southern Transvaal Branch
of the Ophthalmological Society of South Africa, who in turn have donated it to the Library of the
Medical School in Johannesburg in his memory.

Dr. Jokl's great interest in ophthalmological literature and the contributions he made to it in
former years, made it fitting that he should have been an Associate Editor of Ophthalmic Literature,
the Quarterly Review of Ophthalmology, and Ophthalmologica, and although he had curtailed his
activities in this connexion in recent years, his counsels will probably be missed by the Editorial
Committees of these publications.
To his colleagues in Johannesburg, Dr. Jokl's death came as a great shock, and we shall greatly

miss his kind courtesy, his wide experience, his wise advice, and his charming hospitality. It has
been a privilege to have known Alexander Jokl, an ophthalmologist of the older school who had
time to learn to appreciate the artistic things in life. Our deepest sympathy is extended to his
widow.
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