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have the latest text-book on ophthalmology, and one of the best
printed and best illustrated, come to us from India." And later-
"The coloured plates, however, are chiefly original. A few
representing fundus conditions are taken from older works, but
the larger part, 50 out of the 60 figures, those representing
anterior and external ocular defects and diseases, are new; and
reflect great credit on the skill of the artists that produced the
originals, and the care and fidelity with which they are produced.
They compare favourably with those of the kind to be found in any
text-book or atlas of external eye diseases of European origin."

Messrs. E. & S. Livingtone of Edinburgh are bringing out the
English edition this month.

Yours faithfully,
CREWE, F. P. MAYNARD,
Feb., 1921. Lt.-Colonel, I.M.S. (Retd.).

BOOK NOTICES

A Pocket Book of Ophthalmology. By ARTHUR JAMES
BALLANTYNE, M.D., Lecturer on Ophthalmology, University
of Glasgow, etc. Pp. 119 (interleaved). Edinburgh: E-. & S.
Livingstone, 17, Teviot Place. 5s. 6d.

The author's intention is to give the student a note book " to
carry . . . with him to lecture-room and clinic, utilizing the blank
pages for the insertion of diagrams and supplementary notes."
The book begins with a short anatomical account of the eye;

passes on to its development and physiology, and then, after short
sections on the methods of examination, and on refraction, gives a
brief account of the various diseases of the eye. The descriptions
of the diseases, their symptoms and treatment, are generally as
good as could possibly be compressed into the limited space.

There is one unfortunate stateinent on page 97, which would be
a very dangerous guide to the student; that is that the incision for
the removal of cataract should separate " the cornea from the sclera
for about three-fifths of its circumference." Such a large incision
would be followed by many disasters.
There are a few-a very few-minor lapses; thus, for example,

on page 79, under the head of Reduced Intraocular Pressure,
" certain forms of uveitis," are given as a cause; but neither in the
index nor in the text under the head of diseases of the uvea, is
there any mention of " uveitis," and from the context, the student
would consider it as something quite different from irido-cyclitis.
On the whole there is nothing but praise for the way in which

the author has carried out his aims. H. GRIMSDALE.
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The Iris (L'Iris). By A. MAGITOT. Paris: Librairie Octave
Doin. 1921. 16 francs, pp. 272; 27 illustrations, coloured
and uncoloured.

The detailed title of this book is " A Physiological Study of the
Pupil and its Motor Centres." It is announced as the first volume
of a new series of ophthalmological treatises published by Doin,
under the scientific control of Dr. Morax, and designed, gradually,
to replace in the form of monographs, l'Encyclopedie d'Ophtalmologie
francaise. It constitutes an excellent introduction to such a series
and sets a high standard for subsequent volumes. The author is to
be congratulated on his work; it is a well-written and comprehensive
exposition of the subject, and is a fascinating book to study.
Beginning with the anatomy of the iris, from man down the scale
to the invertebrates (in-.which with few exceptions the iris is vestigial),
Magitot proceeds with a full and reasoned account of the innervation
of the iris and of the varied theories concerning its motility. He
then deals at length with the pupillary reactions under two
headings: (1) the reactions of the pupil in association with visual
function, including the light-reflex (rdflexe fhotomoteur), and the
accommodation-convergence reaction; (2) reflex reaction4 indepen-
dent of visual function, including the sensitive reflex (e.g., dilatation
induced by pain) and psychical reflexes (e.g., mydriasis associated with
fear).

There is also a chapter on pupillometers and one concerning the
action of various drugs on the pupil. This is a work which appeals
alike to the physiologist, the neurologist and the ophthalmologist.
To do justice to it in a review would require pages of this journal.
Want of space is our only excuse for so brief a notice.

OBITUARY

With the death of Charles Higgens there passes away one of the
last of the old school of ophthalmic surgeons. He was appointed
assistant ophthalmic surgeon to Guy's Hospital in 1873, ophthalmic
surgeon in 1882, and, on his retirement from the active staff under
the age limit of 60, was appointed consulting ophthalmic surgeon in
1906. He died on December 28, 1920, at the age of 75, and he
performed his last operation at the Hospital within a month of his
death. He had, therefore, an ophthalmic career of nearly fifty years,
in which period he had accumulated a vast experience, both of
patients and of disease.
No attempt will be made in this short notice to elaborate a formal

biography of him, for he published little, though he knew a great
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