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BOOK REVIEWS

Ocular Prosdteses. By H. S. WARREN. 1967. Pp. 10. Association of Dispensing Opticians,
London. (5s. 6d.)

A short essay by the late H. S. Warren on glass and plastic artificial eyes, their manufacture and
fitting, and the difficulties encountered especially concerning contracted sockets. Orbital implants
and orbital prostheses are also discussed. The brochure is clearly written by an experienced
artist at this work and contains much practical and useful information.

Prevention of Highway Injury. Edited by M. L. SELZER, P. W. GIKAS, and D. F. HEULKE. 1967.
Pp. 293, figs, refs. University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Michigan. ($6.50.)

This is a report of the proceedings of a symposium held on April 19-21, 1967, at the University
of Michigan. It contains an introduction to the subject of accident prevention and sections on
the alcoholic driver, the effects of visual and medical impairment, the biomechanics of injury, and
the effects of the "second collision", the trauma received by the occupants from their own car.
The section on visual disabilities in relation to accidents emphasizes our ignorance on this subject.
Perception time is a hypothetical concept, not capable of direct measurement. Visual acuity
can be maintained through a wide limit of illumination and it is postulated that the eye can adjust
itself to various degrees of light. It is suggested that the three stages in the perception of a driver
proceeding to a possible accident should be recognized: (a) awareness of the approaching hazard;
(b) recognition of the nature of the hazard; (c) response to the hazardous situation. The problem
of glare is considered and the possibility of improving highway signs. The visual problem in
driving is discussed and the great responsibility of the driver is emphasized. It is pointed out
also that the doctor must advise his patient whether or not he is fit to drive.

Ocular Surgery under the Microscope. By H. HARMS and G. MACKENSEN, trans. F. C. Blodi.
1967. Pp. 291, 480 figs, bibl. Year Book Medical Publishers, Chicago; Wiley, Chichester.
(£14).

The excellence of the first edition of this book in German was pointed out when it was reviewed
in this Journal (50, 741, 1966). An English translation by Frederick C. Blodi of Iowa has now
appeared, and to those who cannot easily read German, the availability of the only volume devoted
to this branch of ocular surgery yet published will be a great asset.

Atlas of Glaucoma Surgery. By J. M. McLEAN. 1967. Pp. 125, 88 figs. Kimpton, London.
(£E7 17s. 6d.)

Few ophthalmologists have had more experience in surgery and contributed more richly to it
than John McLean. As would be expected, this assessment of his own practice in dealing with all
types of glaucoma, congenital, closed-angle, and simple, is both interesting and valuable. After a
short and very simple discussion of the methods of diagnosis of the type of the disease and the
suitable means of surgical relief, the various techniques are discussed. This is done with unusual
clarity, relying more on illustrations than on text. The general arrangement is that every other
page contains on the average two clearly-drawn pictures of each surgical step supplemented by a
sectional diagram, while on the page opposite is a paragraph in explanation. The exposition is
admirably clear so that even he who cannot read or knows no English can understand; the only
disadvantage is the price the student must pay for the undoubted luxury of a volume that is expen-
sive to produce.
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Proceedings of the Second International Symposium on Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery of the
Eye and Adnexa. Edited by B. SM1TH and J. M. CONVERSE. 1967. Pp. 548, 303 figs,
bibl. Kimpton, London. (£13 19s.)

This volume contains the proceedings of the Second International Symposium on Plastic and
Reconstructive Surgery held in New York, to which sixty surgeons from North and South America,
Britain, Europe, and Israel contributed. The relation between ophthalmic and plastic surgery has
been close for many years and the marriage shows no signs of dissolution. The subject, of course,
has wide confines and in this symposium many variegated topics were discussed, ranging from the
general problems of the transplantation of tissues to the specific treatment of tumours of the outer
eye, lids, and orbit, of bums and injuries and of congenital deformities, and the reconstruction of
the lids, lacrimal passages, and contracted sockets. Those interested in these topics will be richly
rewarded, not only because the papers are universally good but because the discussions among the
authoritative company are of great interest.

Oculomotor Imbalance in Binocular Vision and Fixation Disparity. By K. N. OGLE, T. G. MARTENS,
and J. A. DYER. 1967. Pp. 372, 191 figs, 34 tables, bibl. Kimpton, London. (£7 8s. 6d.)

When Kenneth Ogle writes of the problem of binocular vision we expect something good-and
here we have it; but it is no book for the tyro. Its essential interest concerns fixation disparity, the
power of the individual to fuse retinal images which fall on disparate retinal points when the
observer is slightly heterophoric or when the degree of convergence and the normal corresponding
stimulus for accommodation are abnormal. The phenomenon exists only in binocular vision and
then only when binocular imbalance is present or the AC/A ratio is at fault, and is not an indication
of anomalous correspondence; it does not exist when the two images fall accurately on correspond-
ing points, in which case a compulsion for fusion is not required, but only when the images fall so
nearly on corresponding points that innervational stimuli can provide the necessary fusional
movements. In this monograph a large number of patients has been investigated by ingenious and
specialized apparatus, and it is shown that the study of fixation disparity provides a useful method
of measuring an oculomotor imbalance in cases wherein fusion is maintained.

Practical Ocular Motility. By H. M. DENDY and E. T. SHATERIAN. 1967. Pp. 196, 42 figs.
Thomas, Springfield, Ill. ($9.50).

The authors have produced a comprehensive manual on the practical techniques of the diagnosis
and treatment of concomitant and incomitant ocular deviations and their associated sensory
anomalies. Concise instructions are given for the methods of performing tests and exercises and
comments are made on their relative value. All reference to theoretical concepts has been avoided
so that this handbook is entirely practical. It is an excellent reference book for the practising
ophthalmologist, enabling him to become familiar with orthoptic techniques and to assess the value
of orthoptic treatment in different cases. The orthoptic student will find step-by-step instructions
in the methods of diagnosis and management of all types of cases. It is invaluable in helping her
to utilize in practice her theoretical knowledge.

NOTES
OXFORD OPHTHALMOLOGICAL CONGRESS

July, 1968
The Oxford Ophthalmological Congress will take place at the School of Physiology, South Parks

Road, Oxford, on July 8-10, 1968. The Doyne Memorial Lecture will be given by Prof. A. Edward
Maumenee of Baltimore, Maryland, U.S.A.
The Officers of the Congress are:

Master-G. T. W. Cashell, F.R.C.S. (Reading)
Deputy Master-J. P. F. Lloyd, F.R.C.S. (Oxford)
Editorial Secretary-Ian C. Fraser, F.R.C.S. (Shrewsbury)
Honorary Secretary and Treasurer-W. Martin Walker, F.R.C.S., 609 Warwick Road,

Solihull, Warwickshire, to whom all inquiries should be addressed.
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