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Book reviews

Strabismus '69. Transactions of the CONSILIUM EUROPAEUM STRABISMI STUDIO DEDITUM
held in I969 at the Institute of Child Health, London. 1970. PP. I95, II5 figs, refs.
London (63s.)

The individual contributions to the European Strabismus Congress in I969 were so diverse that the
two scientific sessions were not related to specific aspects. Many of the contributions were re-
statements of previous work for which the authors are already renowned. The original papers were
also of high standard, including some interesting case reports, a new fusion test by Fells, and a
stimulating thought from Gilkes on psychogenic factors. The meat of the congress came in two
round-table discussions. The first was on the significance of vertical imbalance in horizontal
squint. The factors discussed were the incidence, diagnosis, and treatment of the condition; the
participants expressed not very differing views on these and a natural outcome was a review of the
A and V syndrome. A shorter survey of the round-table on the long-term significance of sensory
anomalies of squint is devoted to three topics: microtopia, the possibility of visual improvement in
an eye amblyopic since childhood when the sight of the other is lost; and the long-term results of
amblyopia. It was generally held that anomalous correspondence of microtopia is probably
impossible to eliminate. A claim was made by Berari for the use of prisms before surgery to retain
binocular vision during treatment of amblyopia, but others did not support this idea.

It is a matter of regret that the reports of the discussion are not somewat extended. This defect
will surely be remedied in the transactions to be published after the next congress, an event which is
establishing itself as one of prime importance in the world of strabismus research.

Ocular Surgery. A Guide for Ophthalmic Operations. (Blaskovics-Kettesy:
Eingriffe am Auge. Anleitung zur operativen Tatigkeit des Augenarztes). 4th ed.,
revised by D. VOROSMARTHY. 1970. PP. 486, 82I figs. Enke, Stuttgart (D.M. I02)

This well-known textbook of the Hungarian ophthalmic school has been revised and supplemented
by a disciple of Kettesy. Many operative procedures are described in great detail. A simplified
modification of the ptosis operation of Blaskovics is noteworthy. Other techniques are not or only
shortly discussed. Not much is said about lid sutures or clips to keep the eye open during cataract
extraction. As the author prefers the tumbling of the lens he does not favour the straight cryostat
manoeuvre. The importance of cauterizing the scleral wound lip in iridencleisis should have been
mentioned. The book conveys a great amount of valuable information and is interesting to read as
it reflects the great experience of its past and present authors.

Uveitis. Immunological and Allergic Phenomena. (L'uveite. PhenomEnes
immunologigues et allergiques.) A Report presented to the French Society of Ophthal-
mology by R. CAMPINCHI, J. P. FAWRE, E. BLOCH-MIcHEL, andJ. HANT. 1970. PP. 973,
I26 figs, 7 col. pl., bibl. Masson, Paris

This follows the previous high standard of these reports in giving an exhaustive review of the published
work on the experimental and clincial aspects of immunity and allergy in relation to uveitis.
The first section deals with the phenomenon of hypersensitivity in general and in relation to the

eye, and reviews experimental studies. Next, the evidence for the role of autoimmunity in uveitis is
discussed with particular reference to phakoanaphylaxis and the possible aetiological significance of
autoimmune reactions in other types of uveitis.

copyright.
 on M

ay 16, 2023 by guest. P
rotected by

http://bjo.bm
j.com

/
B

r J O
phthalm

ol: first published as 10.1136/bjo.54.11.766-b on 1 N
ovem

ber 1970. D
ow

nloaded from
 

http://bjo.bmj.com/


Notes

The second section is devoted to the pathology and classification of uveitis, and the third to the
numerous laboratory investigations which have been used clinically and to a scheme for the investi-
gation of a patient with uveitis.
The fourth and largest section summarizes the pathology, clinical features, investigation, and

treatment of uveitis of bacterial, rickettsial, mycotic, parasitic, and viral origin, and other well-
recognized clinical entities such as the uveitis associated with sarcoidosis and with rheumatic diseases
and heterochromic uveitis,.
The final section deals in some detail with local and systemic treatment, including the use of

immunosuppressive drugs and antilymphocytic serum. This is followed by a massive bibliography
and a glossary of immunological terminology.
One cannot but admire the industry of the authors for the very complete coverage of the literature

dealing with all phases of work related to this condition. Anyone commencing research on uveitis
could hardly do better than to make this book his starting point; there is however a grave risk that
he might become discouraged by the vast amount of previous work that has already been done,
leaving us still without an adequate aetiological explanation in about two-thirds of all cases.
The clinical ophthalmologist will find much of interest, particularly perhaps in the review of

therapeutic measures.

Notes

Midland Ophthalmological Society
Programme, I970-7I
November 6, I970: Coventry and Warwickshire Hospital, Stoney Stanton Road, Coventry.
February 5, I971: Birmingham & Midland Eye Hospital, Church Street, Birmingham 3.
March 5, 1971: Wolverhampton and Midland Counties Eye Infirmary, Compton Road, Wolver-
hampton.

May 8, 197I: Addenbrooke's Hospital, Trumpington Street, Cambridge.
May 2I, & 22, 1971: Joint meeting with the Section of Ophthalmology, Royal Society of Medicine,
Birmingham and Midland Eye Hospital, Church Street, Birmingham 3.

June 4, I97I: Eye, Ear and Throat Hospital, Shrewsbury.
October I,I97I. Annual General Meeting: Birmingham and Midland Eye Hospital, Church Street,
Birmingham 3.

November 6, 1971: Nottingham Eye Hospital, The Rope Walk, Nottingham.

All India Seminar on Contact Lenses
Delhi, January, I97I
The Contact Lens Department of the Gandhi Eye Hospital, Aligarh, U.P., is organizing an All
India Seminar on Contact Lenses in the second week of January, 1971, to precede the All India
Ophthalmological Conference in Delhi.

Ophthalmologists interested in this Seminar should write to Dr. D. Kumar, Contact Lens
Department, Gandhi Eye Hospital, Aligarh, U.P., India.
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