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David Hardie, M.C., I890I-973

Mr. David Hardie, Honorary Consulting Ophthalmic Surgeon to the Royal Victoria and West
Hants Hospital, died in Tunbridge Wells on January 3, 1973, at the age of 82.
David Hardie was born in Leeds on September 27, I890. He enrolled at Glasgow University

in I906, graduating first as M.A. and in I914 as M.B., Ch.B. On the outbreak of War he joined
the R.A.M.C. and was almost immediately posted to France, where he served as Medical Officer
with the Royal Field Artillery until late 1917. He took part at Mons, the First Battle of the Somme,
and other major actions, and was awarded the Military Cross. His Commanding Officer wrote
that he discharged his duties "with a total disregard of danger and discomfort, and won the esteem
of all ranks for his skill and devotion."

After the War he went into general practice in Keighley and, as his interest in ophthalmology
grew, he took the D.O. (Oxon.) and D.O.M.S. (London) in I926 and became Honorary Ophthalmic
Clinical Assistant at the Royal Eye and Ear Hospital, Bradford. When the Ophthalmic Department
of Keighley Victoria Hospital started he was appointed the first Honorary Ophthalmic Surgeon,
and the Chairman later wrote that "it was entirely due to his efforts and interest that we now have
an efficient and up-to-date department."

After taking his F.R.C.S.(Ed.), he went into ophthalmic practice in Aberdeen for a short period,
moving to Bournemouth in I928, where he was soon appointed Honorary Ophthalmic Surgeon to
the Royal Victoria and West Hants Hospital, the Cornelia and East Dorset (Poole) Hospital, and
Boscombe Hospital. On resigning from his regular work at the Royal Victoria and West Hants,
he was elected Honorary Consulting Ophthalmic Surgeon.
He remained in private practice in Bournemouth for over 30 years. He will be remembered as

much for his kindliness to his patients as for his professional skill. He is survived by his wife,
daughter, and two sons.

Rex Parish, I9I0-I973
Mr. R. Parish, consultant ophthalmic surgeon to the Portsmouth hospital group, died at home on
January 15, 1973, at the age of 62. Graduating from Manchester University in I935, he became a
clinical assistant at the Manchester Royal Eye Hospital until just before the war when he joined the
Royal Navy. He became assistant surgeon to the Eye and Ear Hospital Portsmouth on
demobilization in 1947, and became consultant surgeon there in I948, a post which he held until his
retirement in January, 197 1 .
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