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Uveitis: Immunologic and Allergic Phenomena. By R. CAMPINCHI, J.-P. FAURE',
E. BLOCH-MICHEL, and J. HAUT. Translated, revised, and indexed by B. GOLDEN and
M. QUIVOSET. 1973. Pp. 8i8+xvi, I26 figs, bibl. Thomas, Springfield, Ill. ($39.50)
This book is an English translation of the Report presented by the authors to the French Ophthal-
mological Society, and it represents an excellent example of the extensive reviews of specified subjects
typical of these Reports. It commences with an outline of modern immunological concepts and their
application to ocular inflammation, and this is followed by sections on the clinical features of uveitis,
methods of investigation, and descriptions of specific clinical entities and their treatment.
The immunopathology of uveitis is dealt with particularly well; the many experimental studies

quoted are critically reviewed and the results interpreted in the light of modern theories of immuno-
logy. This section of the book is an invaluable reference source for those engaged in such experimental
studies, and yet is written with sufficient simplicity to make the subject understandable to the non-
specialist.
The more clinical sections of the book are, by contrast with the experimental sections, rather less

exciting, and acceptance of some aetiological factors in uveitis is less critical. Considerable emphasis
is placed on the diagnostic value of antibody studies on the aqueous humour, using the techniques
developed by Goldman and Witmer. The theory behind these tests is elegant and such tests may well
prove of great value when we have a wider knowledge of possible aetiological agents. At the moment
they do not seem to increase the proportion of definite diagnoses beyond that attained by serological
means.
The section on treatment includes a useful chapter on the results of immunosuppressive drugs in

uveitis. Protein shock therapy and specific desensitization are still included as useful measures when
other treatment fails.

This book is to be recommended mainly for the first sections on immunopathology. The more
clinical sections are up-to-date and comprehensive, but tend to perpetuate aetiological concepts
(allergy to streptococcal antigens, for example) for which the evidence is less than satisfactory. The
book is well printed and adequately illustrated and the translation is excellent. The addition of an
index, absent in the original, is most helpful.

E. S. PERKINS

Eye Surgery. By H. B. STALLARD. 5th ed., 1973. PP. 946, 779 figs. Wright, Bristol (I13.25)
An increase in the number of figures has not been accompanied by a similar addition to the number
of pages of this internationally recognized reference book of ophthalmic surgery. It is right to begin
this review with a tribute to its author, whose recent death has deprived ophthalmic surgery of one
of its pre-eminent exponents. It is appropriate that he should have been able to complete the most
recent edition of his authoritative textbook. Stallard has continued to support his opinion that the
entire field of ocular surgery, with a few possible exceptions, is still within the competence of a well-
trained and experienced surgeon.
To the already comprehensive text have been added a chapter on the treatment of cardiac arrest,

and descriptions of trabeculectomy, vitrectomy, phako-emulsification, refractive keratoplasty,
(keratomileusis), and keratoprosthesis. The author willingly acknowledges his indebtedness to a
number of colleagues in relation to some of the newer techniques, but the value of the descriptions
in the book is personal to his own meticulous and painstaking character. The degree of detail in the
descriptions should allow any competent ophthalmic surgeon to carry out a particular procedure.
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No attempt is made to include the wide variety of operations that is available for the solution of
an individual surgical problem, but alternative techniques are included where the author has either
had personal experience of the method, or has been convinced of its value.

For the post-graduate student this book offers what is probably the most reliable available account

of ophthalmic operations in the wider sense of surgery involving the eye and the orbit, and injuries
and deformities in the surrounding anatomical area. He will also find all the information he requires
concerning the sterilization of ophthalmic preparations and instruments, the practice of local and
general anaesthesia in ophthalmology, and the treatment of cardiac arrest. For the qualified ophthal-
mic surgeon the text provides a more than adequate work of reference.

J. R. HUDSON

Handbook of Sensory Physiology. Vol. VIII/3 Central Process of Visual Informa-
tion. Part B. Edited by R. JUNG. 1973. PP. 738, 2i6 figs, bibl. Springer, Berlin ($70)

This volume is the third part of the Section on the "Central Processing of Visual Information"
in the mammoth series "The Handbook of Sensory Physiology". There are I9 international contri-
butors most of whom have devoted their major academic activities towards further understanding of
the visual system. All the chapters are of a uniformly high standard, encompassing mainly the mor-
phology and function of visual centres in the brain. This begins with the anatomical and physiological
properties of the retino-tectal system, and the role of the lateral geniculate bodies, and concludes with
the organization of the occipital cortex.
The text and bibliography make this the ultimate reference book for clinical ophthalmologists,

who will find the material new and complex. For those with an interest in the neurophysiology of
vision, this book could become a compulsory and exciting purchase.

M. D. SANDERS

The Ocular Fundus in Systemic Disease. By E. M. CHESTER. 1974. Pp. 245, 23I figs
(col. plates). Lloyd-Luke (Medical Books), London (LI 7.50)
This beautifully produced volume sets out with the plausible intention of providing a manual for
teaching both physicians and ophthalmologists how to assess the retinal changes in systemic disease.
It attempts to bring together the clinical and pathological aspects of observed retinal changes in
generalized disorders, with detailed descriptions of hypertensive and diabetic retinopathies and of
papilloedema. Each component of the retinopathy-haemorrhages, exudates, cotton-wool spots, and
microaneurysms-is discussed in depth with extensive illustrations, making use of fundus photographs,
microscope sections, and line drawings. Conditions of greater interest to the ophthalmologist, such
as retinal detachment, glaucoma, and macular degeneration, are described more briefly with emphasis
on the diagnostic and pathological aspects only. Each chapter ends with a "question and answer"
section to assist the reader in his revision and the author completes the book with a suggested classi-
fication of the retinopathies based on his interpretation of the underlying vascular changes.
The chief failing of this ambitious volume rests in its incompleteness. In a book purposely designed

to allow the physician to diagnose with the aid of the ophthalmoscope, it is strange that such conditions
as angioid streaks, ischaemic papillopathy, vasculitis, the systemic association of retinitis pigmentosa,
and the major peripheral retinal changes in Eales's disease and sickle-cell retinopathy are either
omitted or receive little attention. Above all, the almost complete absence of fluorescein angiography
in the author's recommended assessment of these retinal vascular conditions is a misjudgment of the
present ophthalmological climate.
The illustrations are excellent, but there are almost too many, and the accompanying index system

is complicated. The greatest value of this book is as a pictorial display of retinal vascular disease
correlated with the underlying pathology, and as such it can be recommended, despite its faults, for
the libraries of both medical and ophthalmic departments.

T. J. FFYTCHE
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