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workers, and as a condition of efficient and rapid work: Experi-
ence had shown that there was a close connection between the
prevalence of accidents and the lighting conditions, and tests
indicated that improvements in lighting led to considerable
advances in output, and diminution of spoiled work. Generally
speaking, the cost of lighting formed only a very small proportion,
usually less than one per cent. of the costs of production. Expen-
diture to secure proper lighting was, therefore, a good investment
and should be regarded as a national asset.

Ideal requirements should enable work to proceed at night with
the same ease and safety as in good daylight. The necessary
conditions had been admirably summarized in the reports issued
by the Home Office Departmental Committee on Lighting in
Factories and Workshops. The Home Office had for a number
of years taken a great interest in industrial lighting, and in this
respect this country was in advance of the. rest of Europe. In
discussing legislative requirements, Mr. Gaster pointed out the
necessity for the framing of general lighting recommendations,
which could readily be carried out, and would be of great benefit
both to employers and workers.

OPHTHALMOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF THE UNITED
KINGDOM

THE Tenth Annual Congress was held in London on May 11,
12, and 13, 1922, and was well attended. The proceedings were
conducted by the President, Mr. J. Herbert Fisher, who, at the
opening session at 1, Wimpole Street, presented the Edward
Nettleship Prize to Dr. H. Moss Traquair, of Edinburgh. As
the President remarked, Dr. Traquair's original work on
perimetry, especially with regard to pituitary disease, is well
known, and has laid a sure foundation for future investigation.
Mr. MAYOU described the various types of corneal ulceration met

with as a result of ophthalmia neonatorum, and advised that no
operation should be undertaken for small punctured ulcers with
iris inclusion. Larger perforations, however, might require
iridectomy for optical purposes; he considered that it should be
done upwards rather than downwards to avoid dazzling from the
coloboma. He also suggested that the incision for the iridectomy
should be made at the scar in the corneal centre, as it is easier to tear
awav a bit of iris from the periphery than from the leucoma. Such
an operation should be postponed until the child has been weaned.
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Mr. Mlayou's second paper brought forward evidence suggesting
that the B. Xerosis is probably a strain of Hoffmann's bacillus, an
inhabitant of the vagina.
Mr. FOSTER 1IOORE described his investigations on the intra-

ocular tension in thrombosis of the retinal veins, from measure-
ments taken by the Schidtz tonometer. He dealt with thirty-seven
patients, in eighteen of whom the central vein.was affected, whilst
in the remainder only a branch tributary was involved. He found
that in cases in whom secondary glaucoma did not arise, the tension
was lower in the affected eye than in its fellow, but that this was
reversed in cases in which acute glaucoma later supervened.
Mr. T. HARRISON BUTLER evoked a spirited discussion by his

paper on the estimation of refraction without the use of a
mydriatic; some ten members joined in the frav, but arrived at no
unanimous conclusion. Professor Gullstrand was warmly wel-
comed by the meeting, and made some observations on retino-
scopy; he pointed out that a glass mirror has an advantage over a
silvered one, in that no shadow of the hole can occur, but a slit-
lamp must be used in order to obtain sufficient illumination.
Using a silvered mirror, both the source of light and the mirror
hole should be small.
Mr. W/ILLIAMsON-NOBLE gave a pathological report on two cases

of intra-ocular cholesterin formations simulating neoplasm, one of
which had an extension through the posterior part of the sclera.

Mlr. HUMIPHREY NEAM1E contributed a paper describing experi-
ments with novarseno-benzol in rabbits. After intravenous injec-
tion no arsenic was found in the aqueous humour, but was
recovered from liver and muscle.
The set discussion in the afternoon on " Industrial Diseases of

the Eye " was limited by the exclusion of accidents, miners'
nrTstagmus and glassblowers' cataract.

Dr. T. Al. LEGGE, C.B.E., His Majesty's MIedical Inspector of
Factories, accepted the Council's invitation and made the first
opening speech. He mentioned the conjtunctivitis with oedema of
the lids caused in workers of phosphorus sesquisulphide by the
fumes of sulphuretted hydrogen. Optic neuritis from lead
poisoning is still seen in house and shop painters, and in plumbers,
btit its incidence with other signs of plumbism had been very
markedly reduced before the war (1900-1914) in white lead workers
in potteries, etc., by improved methods of ventilation. He showed
photographs demonstrating the suction fans and pipes which draw
the lead-laden air from the workers' boxes. Similar measures
were taken during the war to prevent amblyopia caused by dinitro-
benzene, and poisoning by T.N.T.
The speaker next referred to the high mortality of anthrax in

the eyelid, in the days before the introduction of Sclavo's serum,
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and attributed this to the looseness of the cellular tissues in this
region.

Mr.. BERNARD CRIDLAND contributed an opening paper in whichl
he dealt mainly with industrial cataract allied to that found in
glassblowers, namely, cataract in puddlers, chainmakers and mill-
men. He also described a condition (from a paper which is to
be published later by Fison) of amblyopia in stokers, with no
fundus changes, but with visual acuity reduced to below 6/18.
He finally referred to the dense leucomata left after sprinkling of
the cornea by tar.

Prof. EDGAR COLLIs dealt with visual acuity and vocational
selection, and laid stress on the importance of the former in
deciding the latter. He referred to defective vision as the cause
of many motor and industrial accidents, and advised that visual
tests should be applied to those responsible.
Mr. BISHOP HARMAN exhibited statistics showing that myopes

of over 3 D. were more liable to " breakdowns " and damage to the
eyes if they applied themselves to occupations involving con-
tinuous close work, than if they did ordinary work.
Mr. C. KILLICK described cases and showed some excellent

drawings of anthrax affecting the eyelids.
'Mr. J. J. HEALY threw doubt on heat as the direct cause of some

of the lens opacities seen in tin-plate workers. In some cases the
opacity starts behind the iris in the lower part of the lens, and he
considered it more likely that heat has a deleterious effect on the
secretory epithelium of the ciliary body, and so indirectly on the
nutrition of the lens.
Mr. BRINTON described cases of cataract in gold smelters and in

assayers which he had encountered in the Transvaal, evidently of
the same type as that met with in glassblowers in this country.
Th'lese men are exposed to excessive heat in their work.
On Friday, May 12, Mr. BISHOP HARMAN spoke of a green-tinted

glass called Delhi glass, a copy from an old pair of spectacles
discovered in Delhi. He showed photographs of spectra from
various types of glass, and considered that Delhi glass cut off the
ultra-violet and infra-red rays, and also diminished glare. Mr.
GARDINER, of the Rontgen Society, spoke on the manufacture of
Crookes' glass, and a discussion followed on the difficulty of
getting workmen to wear protective goggles. Mr. J. J. HEALY
thought that a good deal might be done by educating the younger
men in this regard, but that the older ones were incorrigible'.
Mr. J. F. CUNNINGHAM presented what was mainly a statistical

paper on interstitial keratitis, which had been initiated by the late
Mr. Nettleship. He raised the question of injury as exciting the
attack in the first eye, and several similar cases were quoted bv
members in the discussion. As the question of workmen's com-
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pensation is important in such cases, the President suggested that
surgeons should send details of any definite examples to Mr.
Cunningham and the latter agreed to receive them and make a
report. It is hoped that ophthalmologists will act on this sug-
gestion. Mr. Holmes Spicer said that amongst 700 cases of this
disease 3 per cent. followed an injury, and thought that the
spirochaete must be reaching maturity at the time in the corneal
or scleral tissues.
Mr. M. L. HINE gave a pathological demonstration of an extra-

dural tumour of the optic nerve, which was considered to be of the
nature of a neuro-fibromatosis.
Mr. P. J. HAY read a paper on concomitant squint, and con-

sidered that the infectious fevers, especially measles, play a large
part in its incidence, possibly by an action upon a brain centre
controlling the sixth nerves, the hypothetical divergence centre.

Mr. BASIL GRAVES described some white spots seen on the
anterior lens capsule after abscission of iris for traumatic prolapse,
and discussed their aetiology.
On the Friday afternoon, a goodly number of members enjoyed

the hospitality of St. Bartholomew's Hospital, and under the
guidance of the ophthalmic surgeons of the hospital inspected the
famous Great Hall, the Museum, and the ophthalmic departments.
Mr. C. I. GRAHAM showed some eight cases illustrating the

results of West's operation for dacryocystitis, which in his hands
had been very successful; he laid stress on the importance of intro-
ducing a wire through the canaliculus and the new aperture in the
nose, and leaving it in situ for some weeks.
Many other cases of interest were shown and discussed,

including one by Mr. Holmes Spicer of a recurrent growth in the
orbit, from which an endothelioma has been removed twenty years
previously, and another by Mr. Paton of a conjugate deviation of
the eyes with Fovelle's syndrome, on the anatomy of which both
the exhibitor and Dr. Gordon Holmes gave an elaborate
demonstration.
On Friday evening a new departure was initiated in an epidia-

scope demonstration of tuberculosis of the eye, which, to the
listeners was very acceptable after the labours of the day. Dr.
Maitland Ramsay showed coloured drawings of clinical cases, and
Professor Eyre exhibited drawings of conjunctival tubercle in its
various types. The other exhibitors mainly confined themselves
to the pathological side, the chief contributors being Sir John
Parsons and Mr. Mayou.
On the last day of the Congress, Mr. M. H. WHITING reported

a pathological speciment of an innocent hyperplasia of the unpig-
mented epithelium of the ciliary body, and compared it to similar
growths found in the cerebral choroidal plexuses.

270

 on M
ay 16, 2023 by guest. P

rotected by copyright.
http://bjo.bm

j.com
/

B
r J O

phthalm
ol: first published as 10.1136/bjo.6.6.267 on 1 June 1922. D

ow
nloaded from

 

http://bjo.bmj.com/


COUNCIL OF BRITISH OPHTHALMOLOGISTS' REPORT 271

Mr. PATON demonstrated some coloured sketches of the ophthal-
moscopic appearances in various stages of papilloedema, and in
answer to questions stated that a decompression operation is
unlikely to arrest an atrophy of the nerve, if the arteries have
begun to narrow, or if the disc shows any white opalescence.
Mr. JOHNSON TAYLOR brought forward a suggestion for the

management of the flap in the trephine operation for glaucoma.
This was to the effect that it should be rolled up on the whittled
end of a large wooden match which had been sterilised by boiling
until it sank.

Mr. HARRISON BUTLERz discussed the pros and cons of the
extraction of cataract with a conjunctival bridge; his conclusions
were against the- operation, but he thought it might be indicated
in " squeezers " and in cases where a general anaesthetic was
necessary. Mr. Cridland said he was a strong advocate of the
operation, but advised the use of a very narrow bridge of
conjunctiva.
Mr. G. F. ALEXANDER read a paper on the difficulties of cataract

extraction.
Miss MANN and Mr. JULER reported a congenital anomaly of the

optic disc, which appeared to be an example of the formation of
pigment epithelium and abortive retina in the optic stalk in place
of neuroglia.
At the business meeting, Dr. Maitland Ramsay, of Glasgow,

was elected President for the ensuing year.
A number of members attended the annual dinner, which pro-

vided a very congenial evening. The speeches were commend-
ably brief. In proposing the toast of the Society, the President
tried to imagine what would be its future title, but was chary of a
decision. In reply, Sir John Parsons was full of humour, rallied
the past Presidents on their absence, spoke of the President's
prowess at golf, and consigned the Secretaries to perdition.
Professor Gullstrand, an honorary member of the Society, was
warmly welcomed. He had just arrived from the International
Congress at Washington, and hinted that the invitation to hold
the next Congress in London in 1925 would probably be accepted.

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE COUNCIL OF BRITISH
OPHTHALMOLOGISTS.

THE Council of British Ophthalmologists presents its report for
the session 1921-22.
At the first meeting of the session the following officers were

elected:-President, Mr. J. B. Lawford; Vice-Presidents, Sir
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