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Fig. 9 Photograph of an eye, provoked to gonioscopic
closure. There is iridocorneal contact throughout the
length of the slit beam

the slit beam is moved to position 3, the angle is
open. Fig. 7 shows an eye provoked to gonioscopic
closure (with pilocarpine and phenylephrine). There
is iridocorneal contact—except inferiorly—and
this has occurred well to the corneal side of the
limbus. If the slit beam is now moved nearer to the
limbus (Fig. 8), the angle is clearly open.

Fig. 6 also shows that if the slit beam is moved
from position 2 (closed) to position 1 there will be
iridocorneal contact at the extremities of the beam
only. Figs 9 and 10 demonstrate this in a patient.

More than 500 eyes have been provoked to partial
or complete angle closure with pilocarpine and

R. Mapstone

Fig. 10 Same as Fig. 9. The slit has been tilted towards

the corneal axis. A gap appears between iris and cornea
at the middle of the beam (see line 1, Fig. 6)

phenylephrine, and the mechanism has always been
as described above. It is apparent, therefore, that
gonioscopic closure does not necessarily imply true
angle closure.
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One gonioscopic fallacy.
R Mapstone
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