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Obituary
0. Gayer Morgan, MA, MCh, FRCS
Mr. 0. Gayer Morgan, formerly senior ophthalmic surgeon
at Guy's Hospital, London, died on 11 August 1981. He was
92.
SJHM writes: Oswald Gayer Morgan was born at

Seaford, Surrey, on 5 July 1889, the son of a distinguished
general practitioner who was the first to recognise dyslexia
among preparatory schoolboys as a handicap to education
despite a high intelligence. He was educated at Epsom
College, Clare College, Cambridge, and in 1910 entered
Guy's Hospital to take the conjoint diploma in 1913. He
became house surgeon to Arburthnot Lane when Sir John
Conybeare was a dresser on this firm. Years later Sir John
wrote of him: 'Courteous to all, never rushed, always ready
to give advice and encouragement, tolerant even when
things went wrong, slow to blame and quick to forgive.'
From 1914 to 1918 he served in the Millicent Sutherland

Ambulance organised by the Duchess of Sutherland. He
was in command of the unit and carried out much general
surgery. The unit was captured at Namur, from which he
escaped to England, and after reorganisation he reopened
the unit in France. In 1919 he became bachelor of surgery of
Cambridge and in 1920 acquired his mastership and became
a fellow of the Royal College of Surgeons of England. In
1920 he joined Moorfields as a house surgeon and in 1924 he
was appointed to the staff of Guy's Hospital as ophthalmic
surgeon.

For a short time he was on the consultant staff of the
Royal Westminster Ophthalmic Hospital, but he felt he had
contributions to make other than clinical, and for many
years he gave unstinted service to the Central Health
Services Council, the Ophthalmic Group Committee, the
National Eye Service, the General Optical Council, and the
British Medical Association, of which he became a vice-
president in 1965. He was the recipient of the Doyne medal
in 1949, and in 1954 he was appointed president of the
Ophthalmic Society of the United Kingdom.

Gayer's death removes from London ophthalmology a
surgeon who was held in high esteem by all who knew him.
He was a patently selfless individual whose professional
interest apart from his work as an ophthalmologist, in which
he was most proficient, was the body politic. His chairman-
ship of the Ophthalmic Group Committee, which he served
so faithfully, and his support for the opticians and their
claims at a time when unenforceable lines of demarcation
were under contemplation, were a measure of his belief that
the balance of group interests was a major factor in main-
taining the health of the ophthalmic community. And how
right he proved to be.
Mens sana in corpore sano summed up his philosophical

outlook. His moderate ways in all activities enabled him to
lead a full and yet relaxed life. Music in the form of singing
gave expression to his inner harmony, and his garden was an

unfailing source of solace particularly following the loss of
his wife II years after his marriage. The tender care which
he bestowed on his flowers and shrubs based on an immense
knowledge of their need revealed a deep love for this world
and all that lives therein. He inspired respect and affection

in his students, his colleagues, and his patients. Because of
his infinite consideration for others (he even sold his home
not to the highest bidder but to the family he thought was
most in need) and because of his fear of becoming a burden
to others, the ravages of inflation and the infirmities of old
age might have cast a shadow over his later years, a fate
from which he was saved by the devotion of his daughter and
her charming family, who shared with him to the end a rich
and communal happiness.

Notes
Macular disorders
The Wilmer Institute of the Johns Hopkins Hospital will
hold a conference on 'Macular disorders 1982' on 29January
1982 in Baltimore, Maryland. Topics to be discussed include
the interpretation of fluorescein angiography, differential
diagnosis of macular disorders, and methods of treatment
(including photocoagulation). Fee: $125.00. Further infor-
mation from Program Coordinator, Office of Continuing
Education, Johns Hopkins University, 720 Rutland
Avenue, Turner 22, Baltimore, Maryland 21205, USA.

Oculoplastic surgery
The 7th International Oculoplastic Society's Congress will
be held at Mullet Beach Hotel, St Maarten, Netherlands
Antilles, on 20-27 February 1982. Further information
from Ms P. Tamkin, c/o Dr P. Guibor, 630 Park Avenue,
New York, NY 10021, USA.
A Semiannual Oculoplastic Surgical Dissection Course

jointly sponsored by New York Medical College and the
Oculoplastic Foundation Inc. will be held on 28 April to 1
May 1982. Details from Ms P. Tamkin at address above.

Intraocular lens implantation
The Department of Clinical Ophthalmology, Institute of
Ophthalmology, will conduct a practical course in intra-
ocular lens implantation to be held on 18 and 19 March
1982. Applications are invited from consultants, senior
registrars, and those overseas holding equivalent positions.
The fee for the course will be £100 and the closing date for
applications will be 1 February 1982. Application forms and
further details may be obtained from the Microsurgery
Course Secretary, Department of Clinical Ophthalmology,
Moorfields Eye Hospital, City Road, London ECIV 2PD
(tel. 01-253 3411, ex. 387).

Ocular allergy and immunology
The Ist International Course on Ocular Allergy and
Immunology will be held at Padua (Padova), Italy, on 26-27
March 1982. Official languages: Italian, English, French.
Fee: $150, with reduction for certified students. Further
details from Dr Iva Fregona, Clinica Oculistica, Ospedale
Civile, 35100 Padova, Italy.
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