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Correspondence
Estimating depth of anterior chamber
SIR, With great surprise I have found in your journal an

article by Mr Redmond Smith on a new method of
estimating the depth of the anterior chamber.' In my
opinion this method is not so new as you have been
informed, for I wrote about it in 1968.2 I believe our
scientific contacts should be closer, as we have almost
the same interests in the field of ophthalmology.
Eye Clinic and Department A. GORBANI

of Ophthalmology,
Medical Institute of Paediatrics,
Leningrad,
Litonskaja Street 2,
USSR.
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SIR, Thank you for drawing my attention to the article by
Professor Gorbani.1 I must certainly apologise to the
professor for not quoting his article, which indicates
that he developed a method of measuring the depth of
the anterior chamber very similar to the one recently
described by me, but as early as 1968. I was very interested
to see that his deductions were almost exactly similar to
my later ones and can only assure him that, of course, I
had absolutely no knowledge of his article when I wrote
mine. I went through the literature at the time and found
various descriptions of methods of measuring the
anterior chamber but did not come across any reference
to his excellent method. Many thanks again for bringing
the matter to my attention.
Moorfields Eye Hospital, REDMOND J. H. SMITH
City Road,
London
EC1V 2PD.
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Book reviews
Physiology of the Eye. 4th edn. By Hugh Davson.
Pp. 644. £32 00. Churchill Livingstone: Edinburgh.
1980.
Although it is only 8 years since the third edition of this
book appeared, the extensive revisions which the author
has made give some indication of the rapidity with
which advances have been made in this field, and it is

a tribute to Dr Davson's extensive knowledge that the
task has been undertaken single-handed.
The incorporation of new material necessarily raises

problems as to the physical size of the end product, and
it is at first rather surprising to note that in terms of
pages the new edition is almost exactly the same as the
previous one. Space has been gained by using a 2-column
format on a slightly larger page and by the omission of
the section on visual optics contained in earlier editions.
While this is a matter to regret, in that it makes the book
less comprehensive, it is probably a reasonable decision,
since much of the material in the omitted section was a
matter of physics rather than physiology. What has been
gained is a thorough and up-to-date revision of the rest
of the book, and this is well seen in the sections on
aqueous humour, lens (where advances in the study of
lens proteins are considered in some detail), central
nervous pathways, and eye movement. The section
dealing with retinal structure and organisation is some-
what meagre, and, although this may be excused on the
grounds that it is morphology rather than physiology,
it is surprising to find no mention of retinal neurotrans-
mitters.
While other reviewers might discover other points of

criticism, most would agree that this is by far the best
single-volume exposition of the subject either for students
of physiology or for clinical ophthalmologists wishing to
understand the physiological background of their subject.

D. F. COLE

Ultrasonic Fragmentation for Intraocular Surgery.
Vol. 1. Advanced Techniques in Ophthalmic Micro-
surgery. By Louis J. GIRARD. Pp. 285. £54-50.
Mosby: London. 1979.
Ultrasonic fragmentation is a relatively new surgical
technique by which intraocular tissue is broken up by
applying ultrasonic vibration to a fine needle. This
enables the fragmented tissue to be removed from the
eye through a small incision.

Shortly after Kelman introduced the phacoemulsifier
for cataract surgery Dr Girard designed a similar instru-
ment utilising a 2-needle technique (one for infusion, the
other for fragmentation and aspiration) rather than the
single multipurpose tip advocated by Kelman. In
addition to emulsifying lens material Dr Girard's
instrument is capable of fragmenting iris, capsule, and
vitreous. In this book, Dr Girard describes his surgical
techniques and results in the treatment of well over 700
cases. The first 2 chapters deal with the principles of
ultrasonic fragmentation and the use of the operating
microscope. The remaining 5 chapters discuss the use of
the instrument in a great variety of surgical situations
ranging from trauma to the management of rare condi-
tions such as persistent primary hyperplastic vitreous and
intraocular cysticercus. The chapter on cataract surgery
is the most important. The concept of lens removal
through a tiny incision in the pars plana, leaving the
anterior segment completely undisturbed, is particularly
attractive. One cannot help contemplating that this
might well be the accepted technique in the years to
come.
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Book reviews

The book is profusely illustrated by first-class line
drawings and also by black-and-white photographs. The
poor quality of some of the latter is, however, more than
compensated by the 20 Master Viewer stereoscopic reels
that accompany the book. Although the book will be of
limited interest to the general ophthalmologist, it is
highly recommended for those interested in closed
intraocular microsurgical techniques. J. J. KANSKI

Pediatric Ophthalmology Practice. By EUGENE M.
HELVESTON and FORREST D. ELLIS. Pp. 301. £31-00.
C. V. Mosby: London. 1980.
The authors and their publishers have produced a well
finished text on some aspects of paediatic ophthalmology.
The style of the book is graphic, with the authors illus-
trating much of the text with drawings, diagrams, tables,
and photographs, many of which are useful. Perhaps
even as much as three-fifths of the pages are taken up
in this way, with the result that the reader is left in little
doubt about the authors' views on the 'surgical' topics
to which most of their attention has been directed.

After a description of some techniques of examination
the authors give a brief review of strabismus and amblyo-
pia followed by a traditional account of congenital
cataract, nasolacrimal abnormalities, glaucoma, ptosis,
orbital abnormalities, and trauma, leaving some 70
pages for primarily nonsurgical topics. Surgical details
are given in many instances, but the very size of this
book and the breadth of topics covered precludes much
discussion about management. There are 47 references
at the end of the book.

It is refreshing to find a section (albeit orthodox and
rather impractical) on dyslexia in a book written by
ophthalmologists, and this may perhaps mark the begin-
ning of a trend away from insipid technical manuals on
the conditions that afflict some of our patients. It is a
shame that a text on childrens' eye diseases should
spare so few words for those medical conditions with
their systemic associations that are so testing of the
physician and to which many pay lip service as exempli-
fying the co-operative effort between paediatrician and
ophthalmologist, but the authors have certainly tried to
cover some ground in this respect.

Altogether this book is best for the tyro ophthalmolo-
gist and those in allied professions. Although it may not
find itself on the bookshelf of more experienced ophthal-
mologists with access to other texts, the book may be
read by many who wish to obtain an overview of one of
the several topics covered. DAVID TAYLOR

Documenta Ophthalmologica Proceedings Series 22.
Glaucoma Symposium: Diagnosis and Therapy,
Amsterdam 1979. Ed. ERIK L. GREVE. Pp. 419.
US$92 00. W. Junk: The Hague, Netherlands. 1980.
This book consists of the papers and panel discussions
heard at the 1979 Glaucoma Conference in Amsterdam.
The conference was organised by Dr Erik I. Greve, who
brought together acknowledged experts in glaucoma
from Europe and the USA. The book's appearance
nearly 12 months later represents no mean editorial feat,

although this delay does mean that some of the areas
discussed will now be out of date.
The conference dwelt on a number of specific topics

in glaucoma. The subjects covered in the papers include
visual fields, optic nerve, anterior chamber angle, and
medical and surgical therapy. Additionally panel discus-
sions on narrow-angle glaucoma and glaucoma, cataract,
and vitreous are presented. The papers tended to be
review articles presented by acknowledged experts in the
field. The best of these gave an up-to-date account of the
subject together with sufficient source material to en-
courage further reading. Some articles, however, were
more anecdotal, with little source material.
The 2 panel discussions, each led by Erik Greve, were

noteworthy for their wide ranging nature, case presenta-
tions, and extensive references.
The book provides useful accounts of many aspects of

glaucoma and would be of benefit to the general oph-
thalmologist. Dr Greve is to be congratulated on making
the proceedings of this symposium available to a wider
audience. ROGER A. HITCHINGS

Ophthalmology. By FRITZ HOLLWICH. Pp. 336.
£10-75. Year Book Medical Publishers: London.
1979.
This small ophthalmology textbook is aimed at general
practitioners, medical students, and junior ophthalmic
residents. The present edition was translated from the
original German version. It attempts to be comprehen-
sive and yet concise, but in so doing tends to fall some
way between the two. Nevertheless it does provide a
useful reference to a wide variety of ophthalmic condi-
tions.
The format of the book, being pocket-sized, and the

clear way in which it is laid out are factors in its favour.
The most positive feature, however, is the excellent,
clear diagrams and photographs, which abound. Rarely
does one have a small textbook with so many illustra-
tions of high quality. There is no doubt that the text
must lose something in its translation from the original
German. This is especially noticeable in the chapters
covering the basic sciences, where some points are not
very clearly explained, and may well confuse the new
student. Suggested treatments of some ocular diseases
do sometimes vary from those which tend to be prac-
tised in Great Britain, but a different approach especially
if efficacious, should not be condemned.

In short, this is a useful, well illustrated little handbook,
of particular value for reference. However, its main
failing is the attempt to increase the content whiie iosing
in the process spontaneity and clarity, factors which
are all important to someone wishing to obtain only a
basic knowledge of a highly specialised subject.

C. S. MIGDAL

Complications in Ophthalmic Surgery. Eds. S. R.
WALTMAN and T. KRUPIN. Pp. 344. £24-25. Harper
and Row: London. 1980.
The editors of this book set themselves the immensely
difficult task of writing a book on ophthalmic surgical
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