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Fig. 6 Montage of the left fundus in late May 1980. The acuity was 6/18. The white lesion above had a well defined edge,
especially superiorly. It remained static throughout this admission and probably represents previous inflammatory changes.

Peripheral pigment dispersion can be seen above.

effects,'? '* vascular changes secondary to high dosage
radiotheraphy,' or opportunistic infection in the
immunosuppressed patient.'>”'” The clinician must
consjder these side effects of treatment when evaluat-
ing leukaemia patients who either complain of visual
disturbance or who have atypical findings on physical
examination. It may be very difficult to differentiate
infectious infiltrates from leukaemia recurrent within
the retina.'®'® A positive diagnosis dictates whether
further treatment should consist of more anti-
leukaemic chemotherapy and radiotherapy, or of
antiviral, antifungal, or other therapy. Clinical
judgment as well as serological and urine studies have
thus far been the only guides to diagnosis.
Chorioretinal biopsy can provide a tissue diagnosis
within days of the operation. Although the risks in-
volved are not clearly defined, we suspect on the basis
of animal experiments that they are low.® We feel that
at present chorioretinal biopsy may be indicated only
in a blind eye and then only if a definitive diagnosis
would lead to treatment which would either prevent
blindness in the fellow eye or arrest a life-threatening
systemic process. We do not believe, for instance,

that chorioretinal biopsy is indicated in the retinal
dystrophies. So far antiviral therapy has been of
limited effectiveness against cytomegalovirus'®? but
has been shown to be effective against herpes simplex.
Although our patient did indeed become completely
blind, it is not known whether the treatment he was
given delayed this outcome. It is hoped that further
advances in antiviral therapy might provide a more
specific and effective treatment for cytomegalovirus.
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