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chemistry of soft lenses and the verification of lens para-
meters particularly interesting.
There is little information on lens fitting and instructions

to patients and none at all on lens handling, all of which
would have been of value to the general ophthalmologist.
There is also not much about ocular reactions to the anti-
septics used in soaking solutions, which are becoming such a
problem.
While this is essential reading for the contact lens fitter,

the general ophthalmologist who does not fit lenses will
probably prefer to save his £28-50 and borrow the book
from the library, but look at it he should as there is much to
interest him here. ALAN HIGGI-r

Diabetic Retinopathy: Clinical Evaluation and Man-
agement. By FRANCIS A. L'ESPERANCE, Jr. and
WILLIAM A. JAMES, Jr. Pp. 294. £35 25. YB Medical
Publishers: London. 1981.
After the glowing introductions by 2 such highly respected
authorities as Dr Patz and Dr Rifkin this beautifully pro-
duced and profusely illustrated book promises to be a treat
for the reviewer. Indeed, although it is expensive and only
has one colour illustration (which unfortunately is in-
accurate in its depiction of the vitreous), it is an easy book to
read with a pleasant style. Does it live up to its promise in
detail?
The book is divided into 2 parts: basic aspects of diabetic

retinopathy, and the management of diabetic retinopathy.
The first chapter on the history is interesting and fun,
though the key reference to Desmarres, who was the first to
give a proper and accurate description of diabetic retin-
opathy, is unfortunately not given. The chapter on
pathology is good so far as it goes but does not take account
of recent work, as can be seen by the rather old references.
The same criticism might be levied at the chapter on patho-
genesis, which is an interesting account of the author's
concepts so excellently put in his thesis for the American
Ophthalmological Society published in 1976. The historical
approach to methods of classification is perhaps of limited
value.
The author's major contribution, of course, concerns

management of diabetic retinopathy. The chapter on
medical "treatment is short and to the point, but that on
pituitary ablation is probably too long, since it is now only of
historic interest. It is in the field of photocoagulation where
the authors have made their greatest contribution, and this
is described in commendable detail. Indeed this chapter is
the heart of the book, although naturally, as in any surgical
technique, many photocoagulators will not agree with all
the details described. For example, the treatment of feeder
vessels in neovascular complexes has largely been super-
seded. The chapter on vitrectomy is long and ambitious.
This may not be the correct book in which to go into great
surgical detail of apparatus and technique, especially in a

subject which is changing so fast and in which the indications
for surgery are not yet fully defined. Moreover, it may be
wrong to popularise vitrectomy for diabetics, since this is
the most difficult branch of vitreous surgery and should
perhaps only be carried out in a limited number of centres.
An understanding of the surgical pathology of vitreous

traction and its detailed interpretation by ultrasonographv
are fundamental to surgical technique. and might have
deserved greater emphasis.
The final chapters on the future management of diabetic

retinopathy is by Dr Friedman. He begins his chapter with
the words, 'Diabetic retinopathy is probably entirely pre-
ventable,' and he then describes modern methods of con-
trolling hyperglycaemia. Dr Friedman may well be right for
the future. For the present, however, we are at the stage
where, even if diabetic retinopathy cannot be prevented, at
least most of its complications can. Vitrectomy would
largely be an unnecessary operation if adequate photo-
coagulation were undertaken early enough. and it is a sad
reflection on our community that diabetic eye disease is still
the commonest indication for vitrectomy. It is hoped that
books such as this (or perhaps shorter and cheaper ones)
will help to achieve this aim. R. K. BLACH

Ophthalmic Electrodiagnosis. 2nd edn. By N. R.
GALLOWAY. Pp. 180. £l1400. Lloyd-Luke: London.
1981.
In this excellent book of 13 chapters with selected references
the author describes very simply the principle and applica-
tions of electroretinography (ERG), electro-oculography
(EOG), and visually evoked potentials (VEP) of the
occipital electroencephalogram which assess functions
of the retina, optic nerve, and visual cortex. He also briefly
refers to other techniques, such as ultrasonography and
electromyography, which use electrical measurements to
assess orbital and ocular muscle problems. The first half of
the book gives information on technical and the more
theoretical aspects of the electrodiagnostic tests. In the last
half changes in EOG, ERG, and VEP in various clinical
conditions (inherited retinal degeneration, retinal detach-
ment, diabetic retinopathy, vascular occlusion, uveitis,
retrobulbar neuritis, tobacco and nutritional amblyopia,
glaucoma, and contusion injuries).
The first chapter describing basic electronics as it applies

to the field of electrodiagnosis and including a glossary of
technical terms is rather charming and perhaps will make
those who shrink away from any electrophysiological jargon
at ease. Also anyone setting up or thinking of setting up an
electrodiagnostic clinic will benefit from the 2 chapters, one
giving practical details about equipment, including names of
manufacturers and layout of clinic rooms, and the other
dealing with 'normal' responses, the firm establishment of
which is the most difficult but essential requirement in the
field of electrodiagnosis. Since the book has been written
microprocessors have begun to flood the market, with the
hope that one day electrodiagnostic equipment may be
carried in a suitcase, but this does not make the book out of
date, because the basic principles and technical as well as
clinical problems in an electrodiagnostic clinic remain the
same regardless of whether the recording system is based on
microprocessors or not. Indeed the emphasis of the book is
on clinical ophthalmology and thus would be of interest to
any ophthalmologists who seek objective measurements of
functions of the retina and optic pathway, when the view of
the retina is obscured or when the exact extent of functional
loss needs to be assessed. The book is concise, readable,
well illustrated, and has a good index. H. IKEDA
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