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Fig. 10 Atthe border of the
excavation the RPE cells PE forma
thick metaplastic connective tissue
(Haematoxylin and eosin, x 111).

peripherally. Subretinally there are massive periodic
acid Schiff—(PAS)—positive fatty exudation, lipid-
laden (‘foamy’) macrophages, cholesterol crystals,
and red blood cells.*? The origin of the ‘foamy’
macrophages is not clear. They probably arise from
- retinal macrophages and, doubtfully, from retinal
pigment epithelial cells.® Coloboma of the nerve
head is a congenital defect that may show as a cavity
confined to the disc, or the cavity may also be present
in the line of the cleft below the disc. There is
apparently no sharp dividing line between cases of
coloboma of the nerve head and crater-like holes in
the disc. Cogan " and Frangois ¥ have shown that the
affected part of the disc, usually the lower, is replaced
by a large mass of incompletely organised tissue
containing retinal and mesodermal elements. It
resembles a fold of retina which has been pushed
back into the lower part of the sclerochoroidal

foramen causing distortion of the nerve head..

Calhoun?' described a histopathological case that was
similar to the picture described in our case, in which
a hole in the disc communciated with an extensive
cavity containing retinal elements and passing
between sclera and the optic nerve sheath.

In the above case we have found a combination of
Coats’s disease as a retinal vascular anomaly and
optic disc coloboma associated with abnormality of
the main blood vessels arrangement at the disc, as
seen in morning glory syndrome. We wonder if there
is any correlation between these two vascular
anomalies, Coats’s disease being mainly peripheral
and morning glory syndrome being central. To the
best of our knowledge there is no record of a similar
case combining these two rare anomalies, and there-
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fore we decided to describe this very rare and most
probably coincidental association.
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