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Fig. 8 Clinicopathological correlation. (a) Opaque idiopathic epimacular membrane ofthree months' clinical duration;
outer retinal oedema (arrow) and tortuous vessels (acuity 5160). (b) Three days aftermembrane dissection; circular edge of
excised cortical geland ILL (black arrows) and axoplasmic debris (white arrow). (c) Four months after membrane dissection;
spontaneous detachment ofresidual gel and ILL, and restoration ofcourse ofmajor vessels (acuity 6/6). (d) Light microscopy
ofERMspecimen showing heterogeneous hypercellular membrane with bizarre cellforms attached to ILL (arrows); minimal
collagen content. (x250).

recurrent proliferation after epimacular membrane
peeling had pars planitis.
What are the implications for treatment of these

poorly regimented (or 'anarchistic') activities of
ERMs as revealed in organ culture? Certainly persis-
tent recruitment of cells into ERMs poses consider-
able problems in planning treatment regimens by
antiproliferative agents such as 5-fluorouracil. By

contrast the disorderly behaviour of ERM cells
probably underlies the abundance of FN seen at all
stages of ERM development. Since experimental
studies have shown that some of the effects mediated
by this glycoprotein can be blocked,2426 FN might
represent a more opportune target at which drug or
immune intervention could be aimed in the manage-
ment of ERMs.
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