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so much the easier will the case be, while narrow palpebral fissures
can be comfortably enlarged by the use of gradually increasing
sizes of casts.
The article is well illustrated, but the name of the maker is not

stated, nor are any. details of cases given. W. C. SOTER.

BOOK NOTICES

Privy Council. Medical Research Council. Second Report of
the Miners' Nystagmus Committee. London: His Majesty's
Stationery Office. Price 9d. net. 1923.

The Miners' Nystagmus Committee, appointed in 1920 by the
Medical Research Council, issued a first report in 1922, which
was fully reviewed in these columns in June of that year.
The report in question dealt generally with miners' nystagmus
as an occupational disease, and concluded that defective illumina-
tion was the essential cause of the disease, and that improvement
in lighting was the preventive.
The second report now issued by the Committee deals with two

subjects: (1) Incapacity from miners' nystagmus; and (2) relative
importance of errors of refraction in miners' nystagmus. Both
sections appear under the name of Mr. G. H. Pooley, a member
of the Committee, but the introduction states that another member
of the Committee, Dr. T. L. Llewellyn, had helped with part
one, and that the Committee is in entire agreement with it.

1. As regards the incapacity from miners' nystagmus, a
distinction is drawn between the prevalence of physical signs
distinctive of nystagmus, and the existence of incapacitv arising
therefrom. Information as to the former can only be obtained
by the medical examination of underground workers. Romi6e
in 1877-1908 in four Belgian pits found a high percentage of coal-
getters suffering from nystagmus. When he examined the coal-
getters in the same pits in 1908, after the lamps had been improved
in three of them, the proportion affected had fallen considerably,
but had not fallen in the fourth pit where the lamps had not been
improved. The figures are interesting and may be quoted in full:

Percentage of coal-getters showing nystagmus in four Belgian pits.
Pit 1877-1892 1908
1 65 per cent. 17 per cent.
2 50 ,, 22 ,, { Lamps improved.
3 23 10
4 41 ,, 50 ,, Lamps not improved.
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Sir Josiah Court in 1891 and 1892 examined miners in Derby-
shire and Durham, and found among stallmen and holers a
percentage affected of 45.75, while among all the miners he
examined (2,114), the percentage was only 18.8. Stassen among
11,000 Belgian underground workers found objective signs in
4.2 per cent.; among 4.205 coal-getters he found signs in 33.2 per
cent. at the beginning of the shift and in 46.6 per cent. at the end.
The figures given by Nieden, Dransart, Coppez, and Llewellyn
are quoted. The conclusion reached is that a large proportion of
underground miners while still at work exhibit signs of miners'
nystagmus which, if complained of, might establish a claim for
compensation, and, further, that the evidence shows that where
lighting has been improved the percentage of miners' nystagmus
in safety-lamp pits is less than before.
The report is particularly interesting on the subject of the

duration of the incapacity in this country and elsewhere. Thus,
in France, Belgium, and Germany, most of the incapacitated
men commnence work on the surface either at once or at latest
within a few weeks, and, with few exceptions, resume their
original work within two or three months. Stassen has only
seen three cases incapacitated for longer than twelve months.
He has ascertained the periods before return to work to be as
follows: -

Period off work. Percentage

0 to 1 month ... ... ... ... ... ... 28

1 month to 3 months ... 50
3 months to 6 months ... ... ... .. ... 20
6 months and over ... ... ... ... ... .. 2

100

Compare this with the figures for this country (1921 and 1922),
as furnished by the Yorkshire Coal Owners' Mutual Indemnity
Company.-The total number of certificates sent to them in the
two years was in 1921, 221 and in 1922, 558-that is to say, an
increase of 150 per cent. At the end of 1920 and 1921 the claimns
on all the coalfields which had lasted over twelve months and
which still remained undetermined were as follows:

1920. 1921.
Over 1 year and under 2 ... ... ... 952 1,363

,, 2 years ,, ,, 5 ... ... ... 932 1,457
,, 5 ,, ,, ,, 10 ... ... ... 442 556
,,10 ,, ... . .. . .. . .. . .. 56 89

After contrasting the relative prevalence of compensated
incapacity from nystagmus in Germany, Belgium, and France,
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where it is small (0.03 to 0.3) with that in England, where it is
great and increasing, the report points to factors as accounting
for the increase in this country the widening of the basis for
claims (July 9, 1913) bv the alteration of the nomenclature of the
disease in the Schedule from "Nystagmus" to "The disease known
as Miners' Nystagmus . . . whether the symptom of oscillation of
the eyeballs be present or not," whereby cases claiming compensa-
tion for psychoneurosis were included. The maximum compensa-
tion money was in 1919 increased from 20s. to 35s. a week, in
order to compensate the lessened value of money. Next followed
trade depression with unemployment and a substantial fall in
wages; but the compensation remained unaltered. The Committee
concludes that while there is no evidence of any increase in the
percentage of miners affected with nystagmus, there has been in
this country very marked increase in the number of fresh claims
for compensation, and in the duration of the incapacity claimed
for it, while no corresponding increase has taken place in other
countries. The Committee considers that the standard for compen-
sation in vogue in this country lends itself to misuse, and that it
should be altered. It is considered that miners should be thought
to have nystagmus sufficiently severely to be certified for compen-
sation if oscillation of the eyes is constantly present even when the
miner is looking at or below the horizontal level in daylight, or if
it persists for five minutes in a good light with the eyes at the
horizontal level after it has been induced bv darkening the room
and using suitable exercises. Machinery should exist for
assessing periodically, the incapacity present for which compensa-
tion is being paid and upon which the amount of compensation
shourd be based. The Committee concludes that most cases-
of miners' nystagmus are only partially incapacitated, and benefit
physically and psychologically bv work. Some require work
above ground; others are fit for suitable work below ground. A
few exceptional cases with short mining experience should never
return to work below ground. Such men should in their own
interests be drafted out of the industry at once.

2. Relative importance of errors of refraction in miners'
nystagmus.-Snell, Dransart, Romiee, Stassen, and Coppez
attributed no importance to errors of refraction in miners'
nystagmus, but Anderson assigned to them the principal cause.
Pooley examined the refraction in 130 cases of miners' nvstagmus
and of 122 miners not so affected. The ultimate analysis of the
figures obtained from these sources showed that "errors of refrac-
tion in themselves have no effect whatever on the incidence of
miners' nystagmus or on the age at which incapacity commences
from miners' nystagmus." S. S.
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CORRESPONDENCE

Senile Cataract: Methods of Operating. By W. A. FISHER,
M.D., F.A.C.S. Published by Chicago Eye, Ear, Nose and
Throat College, Chicago, Ill. 256 pp. 1923.

In the preparation of this book Fisher has h-ad the assistance
of five confreres; indeed only three of the nine chapters of which
it is composed are from his pen. His collaborators are Professor
E. Fuchs (Vienna), and I. Barraquer (Barcelona), Lt.-Col. Henry
Smith (London), Drs. H1. T. Holland (Shikarpur, India), and
J. WV. Wright (Columnbus, Ohio). Each of these writers describes
the methods of operating which he has practised and which he
advocates, and Barraquer, whose contribution to the volume is
the most extensive, prefaces his description by a few pages on
the "Evolution and Critique of the Cataract Operatiions." In
the final chapter entitled "A method of acquiring technique,"
Fisher describes various operations for extraction of cataract as
performed on the dead eye. For this purpose he prefers the eye
of a kitten about six weeks old, because the diameter of its cornea
is approximately the same as that of the human cornea (11 mm.).
The book is copiously illustrated, printed in excellent type and

has a full index. As a guide to the technique emploved by the
writers it should prove helpful. We imagine, however, that the
young surgeon who consults it will experience considerable
difficulty in determining which method to adopt.

CORRESPONDENCE
WERNICKE'S PUPILLARY REACTION

To the Editor of THE BRITISH JOURNAL OF OPHTHALMOLOGY
SIR,--In the last number of the Journal I observe a note on

"Wernicke's Pupillary Reaction," by Dr. J. D. Cummins. if
the author of this note will refer to the Presidential address which
I had the honour to deliver before the Ophthalmological Society
of the United Kingdom (Trans. Ophthal. Soc. U.K., Vol. XLT,
192t) he will see that I there indicated a method of testing this
reaction of the pupil which is identical with that which he now
suggests, with the exception that I employed the two eyes
successively in making the observation, and not the two halves
of the same eye. My method is, I consider, superior to that of
Dr. Clummins in that the anatomically corresponding half of each
retina successively receives an identical stimtulus, the eye in each
observation being that nearest to the, source of lateral daylight
illumination; such an equality of stimulus cannot be obtained
when it is received first on the nasal half and secondly on the
temporal half of the retina of the sanme eye, which during Dr.
Cummin's first observation is next to the windowv, and during the
second remote from it and to some extent shaded by the features
of the nose and face. Yours truly,

LONDON, Sept. 6, 1923. J. HERBERT FISHFR.
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