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S-100 protein in intraocular fluids 877
Table 4 S-100 protein content of vitreous
Patient Disorder §-100 protein Ocular melanoma tumour characteristics
(ng/ml)
Site Volume (mm*)  Cytology Pigmentation
1 Melanoma 11000 Choroid 450 Spindle Light
2 Melanoma 3400 Choroid 1400 Mixed Heavy
3 Melanoma 8500 Choroid 1512 Spindle Light
4 Melanoma 2000 Choroid 262 Spindle Light
5 Melanoma 1024 Choroid 720 Mixed Light
6 Melanoma 240 Iris 144 Spindle Light
7 Melanoma 160 Choroid 720 Mixed Light
8 Melanoma <10 Choroid 840 Mixed Moderate
9 Melanoma <10 Iris/CB* 60 Mixed Light
10 Melanoma 40 Choroid 1515 Mixed Moderate
11 Melanoma 480 Choroid 840 Spindle Light
12 Melanoma <10 Choroid 1870 Mixed Heavy
13t Melanoma 16 Choroid 1372 Spindle Light
14 RD% 500
15 RD 600
16 RD 500
17 Normal 90
18 Normal 80
19 Normal 60
20 Normal 30
21 Normal <2
22 Normal 120

*CB=ciliary body.

tSpecimen obtained at vitrectomy three months after local removal of tumour.

fRD=retinal detachment.
SI conversion: ng/ml=pg/l.

between S-100 protein and other calcium-binding
proteins such as calmodulin, troponin-C, and parval-
bumin.® Sequencing also reveals a close similarity of
S-100 protein in many different species, indicating a
striking conservation of S-100 protein during evolu-
tion.’ It is present in the cytoplasm and nucleoplasm
of cells and may also be present in a membrane-
bound form.

Following its identification in brain, S-100 protein
was identified in glial cells,” Schwann cells and
satellite cells," melanocytes,” and cultured
melanocyte-derived cells,” satellite cells of the
adenohypophysis," satellite cells of the adrenal
medulla,” sustentacular cells of the carotid body,'"

Table S S-100 protein content of aqueous humour

Patient Disorder §-100 protein (ng/ml)
1 Melanoma 10
2 Melanoma 10
3 Melanoma 30
4 Melanoma 10
5 Melanoma 10
6 Melanoma 10
7 Normal 120
8 Normal - 80
9 Normal 80

SI conversion: ng/ml=pg/l.

and interstitial cells of the pineal gland."” The fact
that these cell types are all either neural or neural
crest derivatives led to the hypothesis that S-100
protein might be a marker for cells of neural crest
origin. It is now clear, however, that S-100 protein is
also present on cells not of neural crest origin,
including chondrocytes," adipocytes,' myoepithelial
cells, interdigitating cells of lymphoid tissue,
Langerhans cells in skin,” and T lymphocytes.? It is
possible that the presence of S-100 protein indicates a
common metabolic function.

S-100 protein has been identified in Miiller cells
and the optic and ciliary nerves of the eye.? It
is expressed in the majority of primary ocular
melanomas*? and is presumably also present, though
at low concentrations, in uveal melanocytes. Within
the eye potential sources of S-100 protein are there-
fore limited.

Data obtained from our tumour extraction studies
confirm immunohistological studies that demon-
strated substantial amounts of S-100 protein in many
ocular melanomas. The quantities detected are com-
parable with those from a cutaneous melanoma and
from an ocular glioma (a tumour previously reported
to contain S-100 protein), but substantially less than
those extracted from most melanoma cell culture
lines. It is likely that the quantities obtained from
minced tumour extracts are an underestimate,
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because mechanical disaggregation is a relatively
inefficient means of protein extraction. The high
yield of S-100 protein from tissue cultures also may
reflect synchronisation of the cell cycle. It is known
from previous studies that S-100 protein expression is
cell cycle stage-dependent,” and accumulation of
cells maximally expressing S-100 protein at culture
confluence is possible. By contrast, tumours in vivo
are essentially asynchronous.

Our data support the negative correlation between
expression of S-100 protein and melanin, suggested
previously on the basis of immunohistology." With
immunoperoxidase techniques it is possible that the
negative correlation between melanin and S-100
protein might be due to obscuring or quenching of the
aminoethylcarbazole developer reaction product,
thereby concealing the presence of S-100 protein
from visual observation. S-100 protein quantities in
tumour extracts, culture extracts, subretinal fluids,
and vitreous assessed by radioimmunoassay, how-
ever, consistently demonstrated low quantities of
S-100 protein in heavily pigmented tumours. These
findings strongly support the existence of a negative
correlation between melanin production and S-100
protein expression. The biological basis of this
negative correlation is unknown.

The quantities of S-100 protein detected in the
samples of subretinal fluid varied widely but reached
very high levels in some specimens. Subretinal fluid
forms in a closed space. Accumulation of tumour
derived material, in the absence of a rapid turnover
of fluid, may explain why S-100 protein levels
observed in subretinal fluids were often higher than
those observed in tumour extracts. Very high levels
of S-100 protein in subretinal fluid were associated
mainly with hypomelanotic tumours. Subretinal
fluids from eyes without tumours have not yet been
examined. It is possible that such fluids would contain
detectable S-100 protein derived from melanocytes
or Miiller cells. It is unlikely, however, that the
amount of S-100 protein would reach the very high
levels sometimes seen in subretinal fluid from eyes
with melanoma.

The quantities of S-100 protein detected in vitreous
were not as high as those seen in subretinal fluids,
perhaps because of dilution factors due to a larger
pool volume and more rapid movement of solutes out
of this compartment. The highest levels were associ-
ated with moderate to large, posterior, lightly pig-
mented tumours. Vitreous fluids from patients with
tractional retinal detachments had S-100 protein
levels above normal. Although well below the level
encountered in some melanoma patients, there was
more S-100 protein in the vitreous fluids from the
three patients with tractional retinal detachment than
in vitreous from many tumour patients. It is possible

that the protein was released from Miiller cells or
melanocytes. Aqueous fluids from melanoma patients
contained little S-100 protein, as did normal aqueous
fluids.

This study demonstrates that low molecular weight
tumour-associated molecules can be detected in
ocular fluids in nanogram quantities by a readily
applicable radioimmunoassay. Secretion of S-100
protein by cells in vitro has not been reported. It is
possible that it is released by necrotic melanoma
cells. Although the data provide an interesting
insight into the relationship of ocular melanoma and
the fluids of the eye, the fact that not all ocular
melanomas express S-100 protein at a high level and
the fact that this molecule does not consistently
accumulate at increased concentration in ocular
fluids limit the usefulness of S-100 protein quantifica-
tion in ocular fluids as a diagnostic tool. It is likely,
however, that other melanoma-derived molecules,
such as those bearing the epitopes detected by several
melanoma-directed monoclonal antibodies™ and
melanoma-associated, ganglioside-directed mono-
clonal antibodies,™ could be identified by this tech-
nique. These molecules are likely to be more univers-
ally expressed by ocular melanoma cells than S-100
protein, and their expression is less likely to be
related to the extent of melanogenesis in a given
tumour. The detection of such melanoma-associated
molecules in ocular fluids might serve as an aid to the
diagnosis of intraocular melanomas.
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Postmeasles blindness

Sir, The title ‘Postmeasles blindness’ of an editorial in your
journal' attracted my attention recently after I had read with
absorbed interest the painstaking research on this subject
reported by Foster and Sommer from Tanzania in the same
issue.? This paper goes a long way towards resolving the
problem of the nature and relative importance of the
interacting factors such as vitamin A deficiency, measles,
and herpes simplex infection in causing all too frequently
corneal ulceration in young African children.

Imagine my astonishment when I discovered that this
paper was not even mentioned in the editorial! The reason
for having an editorial at all appears to have been the very
slight work of Kogbe and Liotet® on tear changes in measles.
The authors of the editorial quote only three reports on
measles that are by no means typical of results on the subject
reported from Africa in recent years. Without quoting any
supporting evidence they come to the erroneous con-
clusions that ‘there did not appear to be any correlation
between the extent and severity of measles keratitis and
nutritional status’ and ‘suggested that genetic factors con-
tribute to the development of postmeasles blindness.’

DONALD S MCLAREN
Department of Medicine,
Royal Infirmary,
Edinburgh EH3 9YW
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**T have to reject Dr McLaren’s criticism of the editorial
aspect of this matter. I commissioned an editorial from Dr
Monnickendam and Professor Darougar on the paper by
Kogbe and Liotet. They were not shown the paper by Foster
and Sommer and therefore clearly, were unable to comment
on it. The decision to produce an editorial on a particular
paper is something I reserve the right to choose for myself as
Editor. Editorials are not chosen to reward specially
meritorious papers, and I agree that the paper by Foster and
Sommer is absolutely excellent. That is why I published it.
But editorials are intended to bring to the readers’ attention
some new or unusual feature which I personally regard as
novel or intriguing or otherwise worthy of special comment.
—RJ H SMITH.

SR, In response to Dr McLaren’s criticism of our editorial'
we would like to make the following points.

(1) We agree with Dr McLaren that the paper by Drs
Foster and Sommer about the causes of childhood blindness
in Tanzania’ is very interesting. We did not refer to it in our
editorial because we were not aware of it.
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