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Figure 3:Candida keratitis of group 3a (0-9% aC1+
debridement) on day 21.

started only on day 2, when stromal keratitis is
manifest; hence the model more closely parallels
human corneal candidiasis than a regimen which
begins treatment one hour after infection.?

Our results demonstrate the efficacy of
fluconazole in the topical therapy of experi-
mental candida keratitis. As to complications
such as descemetocele and corneal perforation,
there was a highly significant difference between
the treated eyes and the controls. The beneficial
effect was confirmed because almost no reculti-
vation of C. albicans was possible after 24 days of
treatment.

However, no significant difference between
the debridement and no-debridement groups
was found. This finding contrasts with results
from similar experiments using amphotericin B,
which revealed a highly significant difference in
favour of debrided eyes.” The effect of debride-
ment on the penetration of amphotericin B
reflects its higher molecular weight (924-11),
since the limiting size of molecules for diffusing
into the normal cornea is about 500-00.%

We conclude that fluconazole proved highly
effective in the therapy of experimental candida
keratitis. If debridement of the corneal epithe-
lium is undesirable, this drug seems to be
superior even to amphotericin B.?
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Figure 4: Candida keratitis of group 3b (0-9% NaCl without
debridement) on day 21.
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