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When all is said and done, however, local and general means
must not be neglected, as subconjunctival injection is merely an
auxiliary method of treatment, although a very valuable one.

S. S.

BOOK NOTICES

The Ophthalmic Year Book. Vol. XIX. Containing biblio-
graphies, digests and indexes of the literature of ophthalmology
for the year 1922. Edited by Edward Jackson and William
H. Crisp, with a long list of Collaborators. Chicago: The
Ophthalmic Publishing Co. 1923. 390 pp.

This publication was merged with other publications to form
the American Journal of Ophthalmology in 1.918 (Vol. XIV).
In order to meet with post office requirements volumes 15, 16,
17, and 18, which were issued in quarterly parts, were published
under the name of Ophthalmic Literature. With the year 1923,
the original form of an annual volume is resumed, .under the
original title. This volume brings the references up to those
included in the current literature for December, 1922. On
account of the reversion from quarterly to annual arrangement,
the volume includes the literature of some subjects for a whole
year, of others for only part of a year. The chapter on Com-
parative Ophthalmology covers the period since 1916.

It is very pleasing to welcome the return of the familiar old
volume. The use of a larger sheet somewhat a.lters the shape,
but in other respects the volume is more than worthy to go with
its predecessors; we can suggest no higher praise.

In the general table of contents the various chapters are arranged
as followrs

General methods of diagnosis; therapeutics; operations; physio-
logic optics; anomalies of refraction and accommodation; ocular
movements; the conjunctiva; the cornea and sclera; anterior
chamber and pupil; the uveal tract; sympathetic disease;
glaucoma; the crystalline lens; the v-itreous humour; the retina;
toxic amblyopia; the optic nerve; visual tracts and centres; colour
vision; defects and diseases of the eyeball; the lacrimal apparatus;
diseases of the lids; diseases of the orbit; tumours; parasites;
injuries of eyeball and adjacent parts; general pathology; general
and extraocular diseases; comparative ophthalmology; hygiene
and prophylaxis; ophthalmic sociology; history, education and
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institutions. In addition to this general index there is a very
full subject index and also one of the authors. Each section
contains a brief digest of the papers which the editors have
considered to be most important. Naturally, with the limited
space at their disposal they have had to be stringent in this
selection.
The majority of our readers are probably familiar with the

earlier volumes. We do not think thev will be disappointed
with the latest. To all who are interested in the literature of the
subject the volume is indispensable.

The Ophthalmoscope and how to use it, with a chapter on
Diplopia. By A. FREELAND FERGUS. London: J. and A.
Churchill. 48 pp. with 17 illustrations. Price, 3s. 6d. 1923.

The author of this little book has always strongly supported the
importance of an adequate knowledge of the elementary optical
principles on which the ophthalmoscope is founded. In the work
under notice he has tried to meet the necessities of the student of
general medicine by putting these principles as simply as possible.

As a result of his long experience of teaching this class of student
he is convinced that their real difficulty in the use of the instrument
is entirely due to their ignorance of the optical principles involved.
From this point of view this very brief exposition should be of
service. We would suggest that the title is a little misleading and
that some such title as " The Elementary Optical Principles of the
Ophthalmoscope" might have been more appropriate.
The larger half of the book contains a very useful and clear

account of a sound method of analysis of diplopia, which should
greatly assist the beginner to obtain a clear idea of this difficult
subject.

Traitd d'Ophtalmologie. By Dr. A. POULARD. 1458 pp. In
2 vols., with 710 illustrations and 3 coloured plates. Paris:
Masson et Cie. 1923. 120 frs.

This treatise of ophthalmology differs in some respects from the
usual type of text book. It is claimed that all matter of purely
historic interest, all of a controversial nature, and also the anatomy
and physiology of the eye are omitted. A sufficient knowledge of
the latter subjects is taken for granted. Little pathology is included,
in some parts perhaps too little. Considerable space is allotted to
details of surgical technique, directions for sterilisation, and methods
of administering local anaesthetics.
The chapter dealing with conjunctivitis is long and divides it into
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clinical groups'with the objec, of facilitating diagnosis. The first
group conce'rns muco-purulent, purulent and membranous conjunc-
tivitis;' the second, contagious -conjunctivitis' without secretion,
and includes trachoma, follicular conjunctivitis, and vernal catarrh;
the third, eruptive-conjunctivitis, phlyctenular and other types.
There are some excellent photographs and drawings of clinical
cases to illustrate this chapter.

Full consideration is taken of injuries of the globe and orbit in
one chapter. Included in this are details of plastic operations
which are fully explained with the help of good drawings and
photographs. Some of the latter show stages in the course of
treatment of actual cases. The three coloured plates are included
in this chapter and illustrate satisfactorily steps in certain operations
for the reconstruction of the eyelids. In this section also is included
very fully the subject of sympathetic ophthalmia. No reference
was found to the discoveries of recent years of the formation of
typical granulomatous tissue in the uveal tract, with the presence of
lymphocytes, epithelioid cells and giant cells in both primary and
secondary eye. Although these discoveries are of a pathological
nature, yet they have such an important bearing upon an under-
standing of the cause of sympathetic ophthalmia that the omission
is serious. The metastatic theory of sympathetic ophthalmia is
upheld in a clear exposition of the arguments excluding the above
mentioned pathological findings. A very conservative opinion is
expressed in the matter of treatment of the wounds of the eyeball.
It is argued that sympathetic ophthalmia is a far less common
disease than is generally held to be the case. The author advocates
the conservative operations of evisceration or retrociliary amputation
of the eyeball without removal of the contents of the globe providing
that the vitreous is apparently healthy. It is stated that much
unnecessary mutilation is produced by the wholesale enucleation of
severely injured eyeballs. We cannot avoid the thought that the
author must have been' unusually fortunate in the paucity of his
experience of sympathetic ophthalmia, and conclude that the
majority of ophthalmic surgeons would prefer to remove, perhaps
unnecessarily, a certain number of eyeballs in order to avoid the
terrible calamity of the development of this disease. '

The treatment of obstruction and infection of the lacrimal sac
mainly by the use of probes, almost entirely given up in this
country owing to the production of damage to the nasal duct, is
strongly'advocated by the author. He claims that the operation of
extirpation of the lacrimal sac is very rarely necessary.
The treatment of strabismus is clearly explained with the help of

numerous illustrations, except that in the description of the
procedure of advancement one illustration does not appear to agree
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with, the text where the latter describes the passage of Sutures 'in the
peri-corneal region.

In the xchapter -on glaucoma, again. treatment is given at some
length illustrated by numerous large scale drawings and diagrams.
In the description of Elliot's trephine operation there are twQ
obvious errors. (1} The conjunctival flap is described and figured
as being made right- up to the limbus, and to be unusually narrow at
its base. (2) The trephine opening is described in the text as being
made at the limbus, without the inclusion of exact details, and the
disc removed by the trephine is referred to as "scleral." In the
figure a circle is shown to indicate the trephine aperture, which is
placed oi the sclera, superior to the limbus and not riding over it,
-i.e., entirely scleral, and not half seleral and half corneal. These
details and figures belong, presumably, to the earlier descriptions of
the operation of trephining. Furthermore the division of the
pedicle of the disc is described before the performance of peripheral
iridectomy. We believe the opposite order of procedure to be
widely recognised as the better, in order that the iris shall not slip
back into the anterior chamber before the iridectomy shall have been
performed.
As may have been gathered from the above, the description of

operative procedures is placed in the chapters in conjunction with
the clinical description and other methods of treatment, and not
treated in a section separately. This certainly would seem to be an
advantage from the point of view of reference to the treatment of
any particular condition.
We are of opinion that the index is decidedly unsatisfactory. It

is not only short, for it occupies but 15 pages, but the arrangement
is unsatisfactory. A main subject may be found alphabetically, such
as conjunctivitis, but sub-divisions of such subjects are very difficult
to locate. In this particular instance of conjunctivitis, the index is
little more than a recapitulation of the table of contents. The sub-
divisions of conjunctivitis are arranged in the index in the order in
which they occur in the text, so that it may be necessary to read
through' the whole list of conjunctival conditions before the
particular one that is sought can be found. Even after the labour
of perusal of such a list the particular title may be absent, e.g.,
diphtheritic conjunctivitis, which is not included in the index under
this heading or under that of membranous conjunctivitis. On the
other hand, diphtheritic conjunctivitis is included in the table of
contents. It would seem therefore that in some respects the table
of contents is more comprehensive than the index. We feel sure
that this is a serious defect, and that the utility of the treatise would
be greatly enhanced for the purposes of reference if the index were
extended and if sub-divisions of particular subjects were also
arranged alphabetically in column.
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This treatise of two volumes is not likely to appeal to the bulk of
post-graduate students of ophthalmology, but will be of interest to
some of those who enjoy the wide study of their subject, in that in
many ways it differs in its arrangement from the ordinary well-tried
text books.
The paper is of good quality, the type is partictularly large, clear,

and well spaced. The French is thoroughly readable and easy to
understand. The illustrations are abundant and on the whole
excellent.

High Blood Pressure. By J. F. THALLS DALLY. William
Heinemann. 140 pp. with 23 illustrations. 12s. 6d. 1923.

The avowed object of this book is to provide for general
practitioners "' in conden-sed and applicable form the modern
views regarding blood pressure," and a "handy volume in which
they can readily find expressed in simple ternis the essentials
which they require to know."
The first 38 pages are taken up with the consideration of the

clinical estimation of the systolic and diastolic pressures; the
description is good and is essentially practical, the difficulties
and fallacies are dealt with, and advice is given as to the best
form of apparatus.
The author next deals with the physiology of the diastolic and

systolic pressures, the peripheral resistance, the tone of the vessel
walls, the viscosity of the blood, and physiological variations of
pressure; tables showing the normal average pressures for men,
women, and children at different ages are given and the influence
of various physiological factors is dealt with. Throughout the
book emphasis is laid on the importance of the diastolic as well
as of the systolic pressure.
Twenty-five pages are given to the consideration of treatment

and for many readers this will no doubt prove the most valuable
part of the volume; it is dealt with on broad lines and will be
found to be of real value. The author, very wisely, clearly does
not subscribe to the prevalent unbalanced fashion of attributing
a multitude of diseased states to oral sepsis; indiscriminate
extraction of teeth does not find a place in his armamentarium of
treatment.
The book is full of information and will be found helpful.
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