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found to be caused by small collections of lepra bacilli Iying just
beneath Bowman's membrane. The point of interest is that these
nests of bacilli are in the non-vascular cornea, have no connection
with the vessels of the limbus, and are not the result of local
implantation. Since the bacilli are non-motile they must have
arrived by metastasis. Axenfeld believes tha,t they must have been
brought by the blood as far as the limbus, whence they would
reach their positions in the corniea either by diffusion (somne dying
off so that no evidence of their course remains) or through the
agency of wandering phagocytic cells which have themselves died,
thus despositing the bacilli and leaving them free to multiply.

A. J. BALLANTYNE.
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Transactions of the Ophthalmological Society of the United
Kingdom. Vol. XLIII. 721 pages with 18 plates and 105
text illustrations. 1923.

This volume of the Transactions is on a much more magnificent
scale than the recent volumes (Vol. XLII had only 409 pages,
10 plates and 11 text illustrations). The memorable Bowman
lecture, already noticed in our pages (Vol. VII, p. 332) is responsible
for a considerable amount of the increase in size and in number of
plates. We have also published an account of some of the
discussions and papers (Vol. VII, p. 275), and hope to give abstracts
of some of the more important papers at a later date.
We note with pleasure that the financial position of the Society

is sound. The treasurer, however, inserts a slip to remind members
that contributions to the illustration fund will be welcome.

Ophthalmological Society of Egypt. Bulletin of 1923. Cairo,
1923.

This volume of the Transactions of the Egyptian Ophthahno-
logical Society for 1923 contains numerous excellent papers and
coloured plates and reflects great credit on the editor and con-
tributors. It marks a considerable advance on its predecessors.
The introductory address on membranous conjunctivitis by
MacCallan and Rasheed Bey has been considered worthyof additional
publication in the Transactions of the Ophthalmological Society of
the United Kingdom. We hope later to give some account of the
other papers.
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Diseases of the Choroid, Retina, etc., being Notes of Cases taken
at the Government Ophthalmic Hospital, Madras, during
19I9-1922. Madras: Printed by the Superintendent, Govern-
ment Press. 1923.

Wright's analyses of 434 ophthalmic cases treated in great detail
with notes on the past history, the general medical history, the
blood examination, the X-ray examination, the visual fields, etc., is
a valuable piece of very hard work, and speaks volumes for the
organization of the hospital under his control. It is a continuation
of the work begun by his predecessor, Kirkpatrick, and is the first
effort to analyse, on any large scale, the ophthalmoscopic findings of a
tropical country. It is, however, unfortunate that this valuable
mass of statistics should be published without any word of comment
or explanation, and it is to be hoped that in future issues a supple-
mentary commentary will invariably be issued, as otherwise this
large mass of material is practically wasted so far as the profession
at large is concerned.
The Medical Year Book, I924. C. R. HEWITT. London:

Wm. Hfinemann (Medical Books), Ltd. Price, 12s. 6d.
Books of reference dealing only with the medical profession are

of comparatively recent development. The first issue of the Medical
Register dates from 1859 and is now a scarce and valuable work;
the Medical Directory made its appearance in 1845 in two volumes;
the lists of the Royal College of Surgeons exist at Lincoln's Inn
Fields from 1777, and the -lists of the Society of Apothecaries date
from 1815. In the eighteenth century there were issued three little
volumes which are now of extreme rarity, the Medical Registers for
1779, 1780 and 1783; the Royal College of Surgeons and the Royal
Society of Medicine have these volumes in their libraries, but the
library of the Medical Society only has the volume for 1783, and
the library of the British Museum is without any of them.

Hewitt's unofficial handbook to the profession fills a distinct gap
in this sort of literature. In a general sense, it forms a classified
list of consultants in England and Scotland; only the names of bona
fide practitioners find a place in it. London consultants are given
a section to themselves, eye specialists occupy about a couple of pages,
while the Scottish physiologists fill half a page. Besides these
classified lists, the work contains a great deal of miscellaneous
information, the Hippocratic Oath, details concerning the Ministry
of Health and three short articles on medical subjects; its compila-
tion must have entailed an enormous labour on the part of the
editor, and he is to be congratulated on the accuracy of the facts.
Now that the Medical Directory no longer supplies an annual
obituary of the profession, that contained in this book will be found
most useful.

In every way the work is worthy of the house of Heinemann.
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Use of Spectacles, with comments on the same. The Book of Lic
Benito Daza de Vald6s. Uso de los Antojos, y comentarios
a proposito del mismo. El Libro del Lic Benito Daza de
Vald6s. By MANUEL MARQUEZ. Biblioteca Clasica de la
Medicina Espanola. Maarid: Tomo Cuarto. Imp. de Cosano.
1923. Price, 10 pesetas.

Reprints of classical books are always interesting and Marquez
is to be congratulated on his issue of this work, which must, we
think, be very little known, even in his own country; it is true
that a reprint of a French translation now in the Biblioth6que
Nationale de Paris was issued some years ago by Albertotti in
Italian, but we note that MArquez can only find evidence of
seventeen copies of the work in the world, one of which, it is
interesting to note, is in the library of the British Museum.*
Most men have a hobby, but we should hardlv have expected

an official of the Inquisition in Spain, not a medical man, to have
written a work early in the 17th century on the properties of
convex and concave glasses. Daza de Valdes was born in 1.591,
and was, as said, a notary of the Holv Office; his hook was
published in Seville in 1623. The title page is reproduced with
a very interesting picture at the bottom of the -page of a con-
temporary pair of eyeglasses, in one side being shown the sun in
splendour and in the other the moon; with eyes at the four corners
and diagrams at each side showing the passage of rays of light
through convex and concave glass. We get the approval of the
Inquisition in a letter signed by Fray Domingo de Molina of the
order of the Predicadores; Juan Cedillo Diaz, Mathematician and
Cosmographer General of the Council of the Indies, sheds the
light of his benediction on the book and then follow the con
privilegio, tassa, errata, lector, and a poetical romance of the
apparition of Our Lady de la Fuensanta in the city of Cordova.
The book is divided into three parts, the first on the nature and

properties of the eyes, the second on the remedies for the sight
by means of spectacles, and the third consists of dialogues, and is
really a clinical treatise on the types of cases most frequently met
with.

Milarquez's foreword occupies sixtv-two pages and forms a
scholarly resum6 of the history of optics from the earliest times,
from Plato and Pythagoras through Aristotle, Euclid, Seneca,
Ptolomy, Galen and Alhazan to Roger Bacon, and of the invention
of spectacles from Salvino Armati, "Dio gli perdoni la peccata"
to Thomas Young, spelt Joung, and Donders.

* The Keeper of the- Department of Printed Books, British Museuni, kindly
informs me that there is a copy of this work in the Library. I do tiot find that
the Royal Society of Medicine or the Medical Society's Library possesses a copy,
and it is not included in the Surgeon-General's Catalogue.
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Some excellent reproductions of old masters in which spectacles
figure are also included, such as Giordano, the painter (1632-1 e705);
"The Cardinal Inquisitor" by El Greco (1548-16141), a "more stern
looking mortal than old Torquemada." who seems fronm his picture
to lhave adopted the method of keeping his glasses constantly
in position by means of a thong or bootlace round the ears, a
practice still to be met with among the out-patients in cases of
emergency; van Hemessen's "Surgical Operation" (1504-1575),
where the operator is wearing a pair of glasses half-way down
his nose; a lovely Murillo (1656); Pareja (1606-1670), "The Calling
of St. NMathew"; "Arias" (cir., 1684), "Caesar's Penny"; and a
picture dated 1445-1491, "The Transit of the Virgin," where a
kneeling figure is using a pair of eyeglasses as a hand magnifying
glass. These pictures are very well reproduced, and there is also
a rather crude portrait of the author. We are grateful to Ma'rquez,
not only for his learned commentary, but also for bringing this
very rare and curious work to the notice of his brother ophthal-
mologists throughout the world.

R.R.J.

CORRESPONDENCE

DISLOCATION OF THE LENS

To the Editor of THE BRITISH JOURNAL OF OPHTHALMOLOGY
SIR,-The articles on " Dislocation of the Lens" appearing in

this month's Journal open up a subject in which I am deeply
interested.

I was taught that the dislocation was a grave danger as it so
frequently led to glaucoma. I inferred that the cause of the
glaucoma was the mechanical obstruction caused by the lens.
Whilst this may be so when the lens is in the anterior chamber, I
no longer accept it as the cause when the lens is displaced either
partially or completely backwards. On the contrary I believe that
the cause of the glaucoma is the vitreous in the anterior chamber.
I have seen a case of subluxation in which paracentesis drew off no
aqueous but allowed a bead of vitreous to appear when the puncture
was made to the outer side, when, however, the puncture was made
up and in, aqueous came immediately with -reduction of tension,
and this without the patient leaving the table. Further, I believe
that traumatism will produce a fluid vitreous, e.g., a patient
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