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friends, and that during the course of the attack they remain in
their own, often overcrowded, homes receiving inadequate or
unsuitable nourishment for such a condition. A fewv may for a time
be admitted as in-patients, but the accommodation available in
these institutions does not permit their being kept in during the
active stage of the disease.
The .great benefit which is derived from fresh air, healthy

surroundings and skilfully applied local treatinent in corneal
affections is seen at the Metropolitan Asylums Board White Oak
Ophthalmia School, Swanley. Children admitted there with
phlyctenular keratitis, who have been attending for months at an
out-patient department without any signs of improvement, rapidly
recover in the altered environnment.
From time to time medical officers at the Poor Law Infirmaries

send cases of interstitial keratitis for admission to the 'White Oak
Ophthalmia School, buit as at the present time that school is
reserved strictly for contagious ophthalmia, they have to be refused
admission.

Since the establishment of the Metropolitan Asylums Board
Ophthalmia Schools the amount of ophthalmia in the Poor Law
Schools has so greatly decreased that the Brentwood School has
been entirely handed over for other purposes. At Swanley School,
though the main part of the accommodation is still used for
ophthalmic cases, one block of twelve cottages containing 72 beds
is cut off from the rest of the establishment and utilized for con-
valescent children not suffering from any eye affection. This
block of cottages at Swanley School situated in the grounds of the
Ophthalmia School but isolated from the rest of it, and originally
constructed for the accommodation of children suffering fronm eye
diseases, would make an excellent department for the institutional
treatment of Poor Law and other children suffering from interstitial
keratitis.

If so ermployed there can be little doubt that the amount of
impaired sight and blindness from this disease would be materially
diminished..

ANNOTATIONS

The use of Synchronously -Intermittent Light in Industry

At the annual meeting of the Illuminating Engineering Society
last year a paper was read by Dr. J. F. Crowley on some recent
developments in connection with the observation of moving objects
made possible by the neon lamp. This lamp consists of a bulb
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ANNOTATIONS

from which the air has been exhausted and into which a small
quantity of neon gas has been admitted. The current passes by
discharge between two electrodes within the bulb, and con-
sequently, as the heat capacity of the rarefied gas is practically
negligible, it lights up and darkens to all intents and purposes
instantaneouslv as the current is switched on and off. It is stated
that as many as 10,000 distinct flashes per second can be obtained.
A strong and efficient instrument has now been constructed to
work with this lamp, the details of which will be found in the
account of Dr. Crowley's paper in the Illunlintating Engirteer,
Auug.-Sept., 1923. On the occasion of his lecture Dr. Crowley
applied this apparatus to the study of the motions of the sewing
machine. rhe vertical driving rods could be caused to appear
at rest or moving very slowly, and the number marked on a small
lever, actually in rapid vibration, could be read with ease. Mr.
ILeon Gaster in his comments on the lecture points out that the
device places a new weapon in the hands of the student of
mech.anics. It enables the operator actually to observe machinery
in rapid movement as if it were stationtary, and so to recognize and
correct defective action before it has revealed itself by spoilt work.
The phenomenon of "persistence of vision," on which the instru-
ment depends is also utilized to a certain extent in the kinemato-
graph with, however, the important difference that with the
oscilloscope the movements are seen while actually taking place
and not, as with the kinematograph, recorded afterwards. A photo-
graph of a milling cutter revolving at 125 revolutions per minute
with a cam revolving at 250 revolutions per minute, together with a
photograph of the same apparatus at rest, the former being taken
by the light o-f the oscilloscope lamp, is used to illustrate the paper.
Mr. Gaster points out that many other mechanical problems hitherto
only treated theoretically, such as the whirling of shafts, the
vibrations of unbalanced machinery, and the results of inaccurately
fitting bearings, may be studied with the help of such apparatus
from a more practical standpoiint.

The Middlemore Lecture, 1923

This annual lecture was delivered last year by Mr. N. C. Ridley
of Leicester, on ophthalmology and general practice, with the
evolution of the former, and was publishied in the Midland AMedical
Journal.

It is good for the ophthalmic surgeon to unbend at times, to
change from his scientific or clinical outlook and to wander for a
few moments into the bypaths of the history of his subject. The
origin of ophthalmologv is hidden in the mists of remote antiquity:
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