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Intermittent horizontal saccade failure (‘ocular motor apraxia’) in children

the association with agenesis corpus callosum
(ACC). However, there is little direct evidence
to support this. Children with OMA do not
show the complex visuospatial disorders
typical of Balint’s syndrome, such as optic
ataxia, visual agnosia, and visual neglect. On
the contrary, head thrusts testify to the intact-
ness of visual fields and peripheral attention.
Extensive reviews of ACC do not mention
OMA,%8 whereas ACC can be accompanied by
other midline malformations including a
enlarged fourth ventricle and cisterna magnal®
implying cerebellar vermis hypoplasia.!4
Indeed, in many cases with congenital or
acquired OMA, a subtentorial site seems the
most likely, which is consistent with post-
mortem results showing dorsal cerebellar
cortical dysplasia in an idiopathic case,” or
brainstem gliosis in a case of juvenile
Gaucher’s disease with congenital OMA.5°
Thus, although the site(s) of childhood OMA
are unknown, it is clear that most OMA occur-
ring in childhood is distinct from the OMA
acquired in adulthood through bilateral
cortical lesions.

Although the term ‘ocular motor apraxia’
has become ingrained, it is inappropriate.
According to Johnstone et al,’® ‘ocular motor
apraxia consists of a defective initiation of
voluntary saccades in the presence of normal
reflexive saccades to visual targets and normal
nystagmus fast phases’. Since all our patients
showed a failure of reflexive quick phases, by
this definition, OMA in children is not a true
apraxia. We agree with others?? that the term
‘apraxia’ should not be used in this context,
and recommend that this oculomotor sign be
described as an intermittent ‘saccadic failure’,*
reserving the term ‘ocular motor apraxia’ as
Johnstone et al describe.”®

We thank the charities Iris Fund and Help a Child to See for
their support.
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