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OBITUARY NOTICES

DANIEL VAN DUYSE

DR. DANIEL VAN DUYSE, Emeritus Professor of Ophthalmology, and
Pathological Anatomy in the University of Ghent, and an ophthal-
mologist of great distinction, died at Brussels on September 217.
1924. Born in Ghent in 1852 he was educated in his native town,
graduating at the University in which, subsequently, he became
Professor of Pathological Anatomy and later of Ophthalmology.
This latter chair he held from 1905 to 1922. He was a good
linguist and had visited and pursued his studies in manv towns,
Paris, Vienna, Berlin, Heidelberg, London and others.
van Duyse's scientific career was one of great activity. The list

of his writings in the fields of ophthalmology and pathological
anatomy includes more than 200 papers. Among them may be
mentioned the records of his researches on ocular colobomata,
colobomatous cysts, cyclopia, cryptophthalmia, etc.
By reason of his knowledge of ocular teratology he was chosen

as the writer on this subject in the Encyclope'die franfaise d'Ophtal-
mnologie, of which Vol. II contains many of his original ideas.
His first communication on this subject was presented to tho
International Congress in London in 1881, when he read a paper
on "Coloboma of the Eve and Subconjunctival C:ysts of the
Orbit."
He was one of the most active collaborators on the editorial staff

of the Archives d'Ophtalmologie from the date of the foundation
of that journal, and was one of the earliest members of the Societe
fran'aisi d'Ophtalmologie.

In 1886 in association with the late Professor Nuel of Liege, he
founded the Societe belge d'Ophtalmologie, of which he was an
active and devoted general secretary until his death. It was during
a meeting of the Executive of this Society that he had a sudden
fatal cardiac attack. For several vears he had suffered from cardiac
disease, but with rare courage he made light of his ailment,
concealing his symptoms, even from himself; he lived only for
his work to which he was passionately devoted.
We are indebted to his son, Professor Marnix van Duyse, for

these details.

SIDNEY JOHNSON TAYLOR

By the death of Dr. S. Johnson Taylor many lose a warm and
sincere friend, and the medical profession an experienced and
skilful practitioner. He had for a long time played a prominent
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part as an ophthalmic surgeon, not only in Norwich and the
surrounding district in which he practised, but also in the various
societies and congresses connected with his speciality, at the
meetings of which he was a very regular attendant.
He received his medical education at the University of Edin-

burgh and St. Thomas's Hospital, London, at both of which he
distinguished himself by taking medals and prizes.
He became M.R.C.S.,Eng., in 1878, and graduated as M.B.

and C.M1. in Edinburgh in 1882, and MI.D. in 1922.
At St. Thomas's Hospital he came under the influence of the

earnest and forcible teaching of Dr. Charles AIurchison, who was
at that time a phlysician to the hospital and lecturer on medicine.
Taylor, as he said, being a bit of a hero worshipper, manifested his
admiration and devotion to his old master in later years, by
having his son christened Charles Murchison.
For a time Taylor was engaged in general practice at St. Servan

near I)inard in Brittany, bLit later decided to take tip opphthal-
mology as a special line of practice. At Edinburgh he had worked
under Argyll Robertson, and he returned to London to work under
Nettleship at St. Thomas's and at Mloorfields. At the latter
hospital he served as a clinical assistant, at a time when Nettleship
was at his prime as a teacher, and when all those who worked for
him had to do so most assiduously both in note-taking and clinical
investigation.

It was.in 1889 that Taylor first became a member of the Ophthal-
miological Society of the United Kingdom, having by that time
started practice as an ophthalmologist in Norwich, where he
remained actively engaged up to the time of his death.
The remarkable circumstance about Tavlor's work in Norwich

is that whilst he did a most extensive practice he never held a
hospital appointment. Having, therefore, no beds to which he
could transfer cases requiring operative treatment, he was led to
perform many major operations on the eye in his consulting room
or in the patient's own home, under circumstances which, in one
less skilful or who knew less well what he was about, wotild be
considered decidedly risky.
Johnson Taylor's contributions to the literature of ophthalmology

consist mostly of the record of interesting cases well worked out,
and of remarks in discussions on papers read by others. He was
a frequent speaker both at the meetings of the Ophthalmological
Society and at the Oxford Ophthalmological Congress. The
racy character of his remarks to some seemed rather out of place
in the sedate proceedings of scientific societies, but they were
usually very much to the point, containing much practical common
sense, and often helped to lighten the solemnitv of the meetings.
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Johnson Taylor all his life retained a great affection for Moor-
fields Hospital. For years it was a common practice of his to
spend a day in town by visiting the hospital in the morning, going
to a cricket match at Lord's or some other form of entertainment
in the afternoon, and attending a meeting of the Ophthalmological
Society in the evening.
His was a very familiar figure in the operating theatre, where

by watching the procedures of his confr6res he kept himself well
up to date in all that pertained to ophthalmic technique, a matter
in which he took the greatest interest.

Taylor's admiration for Moorfields was manifested in a very
material way, apart from his attendance at its clinics. At the
time of its Centenary Appeal, when a dinner was held to raise
funds, Johnson Taylor sent a most munificent contribution, and
at the time wrote a letter which so aptly expressed the warm feelings
which so many hold for the institution, that Charles Wyndham,
who was in the chair, read it to the assembled company with great
effect.
The death of Johnson Taylor's son was his great grief in

his later years. To the memory of his old teacher, Charles
Murchison, F.R.S., M.D., and of his late son, Charles Murchison
Johnson, he last year presented the Hospital with the sum of £1,000
for the endowment of a bed.

CORRESPONDENCE

MISTAKES

To the Editor of THE BRITISH JOURNAL OF OPHTHALMOLOGY
SIR,-With reference to your interesting annotation on

"Mistakes," in the November number of the Journal, and especially
to one paragraph in it in which you say: " We have ourselves got
into trouble for dilating the pupils of a patient, and have been
accused of ruining the patient's sight," it may be of interest to
recall some statements in a paper contributed to the Royal London
Ophthalmic Hospital Reports, in 1863 (Vol. IV, p. 405), by Dr.
Hughlings Jackson. In this paper he states that one patient ascribed
the loss of vision to the application of a blister; another to the use
of galvanism; and a third became blind soon after an ophthal-
moscopic examination, and ascribed the loss of vision to the
examination.

LONDON, Yours truly,
November 15, 1924. JAMES TAYLOR.
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