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    Abstract

      Background/aims: The aetiology of Thygeson’s superficial punctate keratitis (TSPK) remains elusive. A viral aetiology has been suggested by the absence of bacterial infection and clinical resemblance to other viral keratopathies. We report the results of polymerase chain reaction analysis for the detection of herpes simplex virus (HSV) 1 and 2, herpes zoster virus, varicella zoster virus (VZV) and adenovirus from corneal epithelial samples from patients with active signs and symptoms of TSPK.

      Methods: Schirmer strip impressions were taken from the epithelium of eight patients with a known history of TSPK and symptoms and signs of active disease. Three patients were recruited as positive controls (two with herpes simplex keratitis and one with herpes zoster ophthalmicus). Samples from a further three patients acted as negative controls. All 14 samples underwent polymerase chain reaction testing for HSV 1, HSV 2, VZV and adenovirus.

      Results: DNA corresponding to the expected viral DNA was amplified from all three positive control samples. The three negative control samples showed no evidence of viral DNA. Similarly, all samples from patients with TSPK showed no evidence of the presence of HSV 1, HSV 2, VZV or adenovirus.

      Conclusion: We conclude that HSV, VZV and adenovirus are not present in the epithelium of patients with TSPK. These results are considered in light of existing theories regarding the aetiology and treatment of this condition.

    
	TSPK, Thygeson’s superficial punctate keratitis
	EM, electron microscopy
	PCR, polymerase chain reaction
	CSA, cyclosporin A




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    https://doi.org/10.1136/bjo.2006.104802

  


  
  



  
        Statistics from Altmetric.com

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
        Request Permissions

    
  
  
    If you wish to reuse any or all of this article please use the link below which will take you to the Copyright Clearance Center’s RightsLink service. You will be able to get a quick price and instant permission to reuse the content in many different ways.

  


  
  



  
        

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    	TSPK, Thygeson’s superficial punctate keratitis
	EM, electron microscopy
	PCR, polymerase chain reaction
	CSA, cyclosporin A



View Full Text
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Footnotes
	
        Competing interests: None.

      




  


  
  



  
        Linked Articles

    
  
  
    	BJO at a glanceBJO at a glance

Creig Hoyt


British Journal of Ophthalmology 2007; 91 989-989   Published Online First:  17 Jul 2007. 







  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via AAO  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via AAO  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



      

      
    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
     
          

          

          

          

          




  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  


  



  

          

        


        
        
      

    

   

 


    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  	Content	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Browse by collection
	Most read articles
	Top cited articles
	Responses


	Journal	About
	Editorial board
	Sign up for email alerts
	Subscribe
	Thank you to our reviewers


	Authors	Instructions for authors
	Submit an article
	Editorial policies
	Open Access at BMJ
	BMJ Author Hub


	Help	Contact us
	Reprints
	Permissions
	Advertising
	Feedback form





  



  

      
            
        
            
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	 RSS
	 Twitter
	 Facebook

  


  
  



  



  



  

        
      

          

  
      
    
      
    

    
      
        	Website Terms & Conditions
	Privacy & Cookies
	Contact BMJ


        
        Cookie Settings
        
        Online ISSN: 1468-2079Print ISSN: 0007-1161

        Copyright © 2023 BMJ Publishing Group Ltd. All rights reserved.

      

    

  
      
    
        
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

    

  

  
  


