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    Abstract
Aims: Despite the increase in cataract surgery rates, the volume of unmet needs for this type of surgery in the population is substantial due to ageing and widening of the indication criteria. Our objective was to assess future trends in needs for cataract surgery according to different scenarios of indication criteria.
Methods: A discrete-event simulation model was built for the population aged 50 years or older in five regions of Spain (45.7% of the population). Different scenarios of worse eye visual acuity thresholds for indication criteria were compared. Data from the North London Eye Study were used to project the baseline needs for surgery onto the study population. The surgery rate of each region was calculated using the Minimum Data Set. The model used data for the year 2003 and the simulation horizon was 5 years.
Results: The volume of need predicted for the year 2008 when scenarios of 0.5 (20/40) and 0.4 (20/50) visual acuity thresholds were used was 69 214 and 51 315 surgeries needed per million inhabitants, respectively. However, unmet needs decreased when a 0.3 (20/70) threshold was used. The increment in the cataract surgery rate needed to prevent the cataract backlog from increasing was 60% for a 0.5 threshold and 50% for a 0.4 threshold.
Conclusion: Application of indication criteria following current guidelines would substantially increase unmet needs for surgery in the next 5 years.




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    https://doi.org/10.1136/bjo.2007.133603

  


  
  



  
        Statistics from Altmetric.com

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
        Request Permissions

    
  
  
    If you wish to reuse any or all of this article please use the link below which will take you to the Copyright Clearance Center’s RightsLink service. You will be able to get a quick price and instant permission to reuse the content in many different ways.

  


  
  



  
        

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    

View Full Text
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Footnotes
	Funding: This work was supported by grants from the Catalan Agency for Health Technology Assessment and Research (CAHTA) (089/07/2000) and the Fondo de Investigación Sanitaria (FIS) (PI020365, PI052403, PI052302 and the Networks of Excellence IRYSS G03/202 and RCESP C03/09). The study sponsors played no role in study design, in the collection, analysis, and interpretation of data, in the writing of the report, or in the decision to submit the paper for publication.

	Competing interests: None.

	Ethics approval: The study complied with the Declaration of Helsinki and was approved by the ethics committee of Hospital del Mar-IMIM (Barcelona).





  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via AAO  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via AAO  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



      

      
    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
     
          

          

          

          

          




  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  


  



  

          

        


        
        
      

    

   

 


    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  	Content	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Browse by collection
	Most read articles
	Top cited articles
	Responses


	Journal	About
	Editorial board
	Sign up for email alerts
	Subscribe
	Thank you to our reviewers


	Authors	Instructions for authors
	Submit an article
	Editorial policies
	Open Access at BMJ
	BMJ Author Hub


	Help	Contact us
	Reprints
	Permissions
	Advertising
	Feedback form





  



  

      
            
        
            
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	 RSS
	 Twitter
	 Facebook

  


  
  



  



  



  

        
      

          

  
      
    
      
    

    
      
        	Website Terms & Conditions
	Privacy & Cookies
	Contact BMJ


        
        Cookie Settings
        
        Online ISSN: 1468-2079Print ISSN: 0007-1161

        Copyright © 2023 BMJ Publishing Group Ltd. All rights reserved.

      

    

  
      
    
        
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

    

  

  
  


