





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          [image: BMJ Journals]

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via AAO  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                [image: British Journal of Ophthalmology]
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Browse by collection
	Authors
	About

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Browse by collection
	Authors
	About



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via AAO  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 98, Issue 2 
	Management of recurrent corneal erosions: are we getting better?


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    [image: Download PDF]PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Editorial


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      Management of recurrent corneal erosions: are we getting better?
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	Rita Mencucci, 
	Eleonora Favuzza

	
Department of Surgery and Translational Medicine, Eye Clinic, University of Florence, Florence, Italy



	Correspondence to
 Dr Rita Mencucci, Department of Surgery and Translational Medicine, Eye Clinic, University of Florence, Largo Brambilla 3, Florence 50134, Italy; rita.mencucci{at}unifi.it





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    https://doi.org/10.1136/bjophthalmol-2013-303749

  


  
  



  
        Statistics from Altmetric.com

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
        Request Permissions

    
  
  
    If you wish to reuse any or all of this article please use the link below which will take you to the Copyright Clearance Center’s RightsLink service. You will be able to get a quick price and instant permission to reuse the content in many different ways.

  


  
  



  
        

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    	Cornea
	Treatment Surgery
	Pathology

A long time ago, in 1872, the first description of recurrent corneal erosion syndrome (RCES), termed by the author as ‘intermittent neuralgic vesicular keratitis’, appeared in the ophthalmological literature.1 This painful condition, originally associated with previous trauma, was then also related to corneal epithelial and Bowman's Layer irregularities found in some affected patients.2 In 1944 Chandler defined this syndrome as ‘one of the most remarkable disorders of the eye’,3 and despite the remarkable clinical and surgical advances occurring in ophthalmology in these years, it is still considered a great challenge by ophthalmologists.
RCES can negatively affect the patient's quality of life, causing acute episodes of ocular pain, discomfort, burning, stinging, tearing and redness upon awakening, lasting hours or days. Usually this is a chronic condition characterised by remissions and relapses, with intervals between recurrences from a few weeks to months.
The age at presentation varies from 20 to 80 years old, but the highest prevalence is between the third and fourth decade.4 Patients who present to an ophthalmologist for this condition are usually young, with an active life, who are often worried and anxious about their ocular discomfort. RCES may also affect their ability to work.
RCES clinical signs can vary from punctuate epithelial erosions (microforms) to frank epithelial defects or large areas of loose epithelium (macroforms)3 that may cause acute visual disturbance, photophobia and significant pain, leading to frequent emergency room referral.
Concerning the complex pathogenesis of RCES, which is characterised by a … 
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