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    Abstract
Patients with retinoblastoma diagnosed from 1969 to 1980 have been followed up for periods of up to 17 years. Data from a previous study of patients diagnosed from 1962 to 1968 have been included for analysis of incidence and second primary tumours, and for study of trends in treatment. The registration rate in Britain (which may be about 10% less than the true incidence) is about one in 23,000 live births, approximately 40% of cases being known to be genetic. There is no apparent trend in incidence during the period covered by these two studies. The three-year survival rate in 88%. Patients with bilateral tumours have a better survival rate than those with unilateral tumours for the first few years, but their long-term survival rate is worse because of later deaths from ectopic intracranial retinoblastoma or second primary neoplasms. Older children tend to have a worse prognosis, which is related to the fact that their tumours are diagnosed at a more advanced stage. There is a significantly higher survival rate for boys than for girls; this is partly accounted for by difference in age and stage at diagnosis between the sexes. Children referred to units specialising in the treatment of retinoblastoma have a higher three-year survival rate than those treated at other hospitals. Comparing methods of treatment between the periods 1962-8 and 1969-80, we find there has been a trend towards more conservative treatment. The use of chemotherapy is now usually reserved for recurrences and metastases and for palliative treatment in terminal retinoblastoma.
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