
CORRESPONDENCE

X-ray treatment of the eye is an unmixed benefit, the chapter of
possible calamities with which the monograph opens, is sufficient
warning that none but the expert in radiological technique should
atfempt the Rbntgen radiation of the eye. To such Professor
Stock's directions should be most welcome.

Das Auge: seine Schadigungen ihre Verhiitung und Bekamp-
flung. By PROF. VIKTOR HANKE. Wien: Julius Springer.
1927. Price 4.80 marks.

The book is intended for the guidance of teachers and parents,
and is likely to prove more useful to the first group than to the
second. The information contained is on a rather generous scale,
but is given with excellent judgment. fhe section on binocular
vision is particularly good. An unusual feature is the inclusion
of a chapter giving in tabular form the amount of vision for the
better and the poorer eye that the intending apprentice to the
usual occupations ought to have
School hygiene is extolled as a preventative of myopia. This is

hardly the case. All the evidence available points to the fact that
the erection of school palaces has had no influence whatever in
reducing the incidence of myopia, whatever be its effect on the
course of existing myopia. School hygiene is a good cause wlhich
does not require bolstering up by poor arguments.
The book is well got up and deserves a wide circulation.

CORRESPONDENCE

To the Editor of THE BRITISH JOURNAL OF OPHTHALMOLOGY.
Sir,-The following extracts from the diary of my grandmother

are not without interest in the history of operations for squint in
this country.
Wednesday, July 22, 1840. "William (my grandfather) set

out to town in order to have the operation performed upon his eye;
which was attended with much difficulty."

23rd. "William in much pain from his eye."
24th. "William's eye going on pretty well."
25th. "William's eye very painful."
30th. "William went to town early to see Mr. Liston."
November 12, 1840. "William' went to town to see Mr.

Thornley respecting Mr. Liston's eye operation."
This latter extract is almost certainly owing to the fact that my

grandfather was amblyopic in his squinting eye. It was not
discovered- until after the operation; and, of course, the family
attributed it to the operation. It does not appear from the diary
that Mr. Thornley was able to correct their wrong impressions.
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THE BRITISH JOURNAL OF OPHTHALMOLOGY

My grandmother uised her diary as an account book, but
unfortunately she does not give the fee received by Mr. Liston,
who was, of course, the Liston of the long splint. Dieffenbach is
-credited with having devised the operation of tenotomy in October,
1839. I may add that my grandfather was in his fiftieth year in
1840, and that the cosmetic result, judging from an engraving of
a mniniature, seems to have been good.

Yours truly,
R. R. JAMES.

OBITUARY

GEORGE EDWARD WHERRY

WE regret to record the death on August 12, of Mr. George E.
Wherry, the well-known surgeon and ophthalmologist of Cam-
bridge, at the age of 76.
Of Cornish extraction, he was born at Botrne, in Lincolnshire,

and was educated at the grammar school of his native town and
St. Thomas's Hospital. After having qualified at the age of 21
he migrated to Cambridge, with an introduction to Sir George
Humphry. He was house surgeon at Addenbrooke's Hospital
in 1874, and entered Downi-ng College.- He took the Cambridge
M.B. in 1878 and the M.Ch. in the following year, as well as the
F.R.C.S. For many years he was surgeon to Addenbrooke's
Hospital and lecturer in surgery to the University. Since the
death of Howard Marsh he had acted as supervisor in surgery.

Outside his work Wlherry was -well known in mountaineering
circles, and published two books on this subject, "Alpine Notes
and the Climbing Foot" (1896), and "Notes from a Knapsack"
(1909). He also contributed papers to the Cambridge Antiquarian
Society. He was a well-read man and had made a special study
of the works of Ambroise Par6. Last year he had the distinction
of being elected an honorary Fellow of Downing College. He was
one of the rapidly diminishing band of original members of the
Ophthalmological Society of the United Kingdom.

NOTES

Appointment AMONG the names of those recently appointed
members of the Medical Research Council we

are pleased to note that of STR JOHN PARSONS.
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