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Registration of Opticians

Wre publish on page 155 of this issue a notice of the Report of the
Committee appointed last year to consider the Optical Practitioners'
(Registration) Bill (vide B'rit. Jl. of Ophthal., Vol. XI, p. 235,
1927). Otir readers will be in a position to draw their o-wn con-
clutsions, since we print the recommendations of the majority
report in full. It is gratifying to ophthalmologists that the majority
report is adverse to the Bill. Neither the majority nor either -of the
minority reports, however, can be regarded with complete satisfac-
tion. The former, while admitting, that there is a prima facie case
for setting up a State register in order to produce some sort of
order otit of the present chaos, considers that a non-prohibitive
register wotild be worse than useless, and that it would not be
possible to set up a prohibitive register at the present time. The
first of the two minority reports, that signed by three members,
takes its stand on the unfortuinate prevalence of ignorant and in-
competent opticians; they consider that the only way in which to
deal with the evil is either to prohibit entirely any unregulated
practice, or to provide some means of identification whereby the
ptublic may be able to distinguish between regulated and un-
regulated practice. They conclude that the case for the regulation
of the practice of optometry by means of a State register is well
stipported, and that the Committee incurs a seriouts responsibility
in making an indeterminate report. The last of the three reports
emphasizes the fact that the business and practice of optometry
is in a state of chaos, and that the number of ophthalmic surgeons
is inadequate. It may, however, be pointed out that the number
of qualified medical men capable of dealing with errors of refraction
has increased rapidlv during the last few years, and especially
since the institution of the D.O. and D.O.M_\.S. examinations.

The Bowman Library

We all know that the library of the Ophthalmological Society,
which was presented to the Royal Society of Medicine, has been
housed there for many years in an tipper room which was seldom
visited bv any members of either Society. At the same time and
in the same building there were the ophthalmological books and
periodicals belonging to the Royal Society of Medicine. It was
inevitable that in stulch circumstances there shotild be overlapping,
a state of affairs which has appeared tunsatisfactory to each
successive librarian of the Bowman Librarv. About sevren y-ears
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ago an attempt was made to improve matters. A sub-committee
of the Ophthalmological Society met Sir John iAIacAlister on
several occasions, but beyond getting arrears of binding of the
Bowman periodicals made good, not muclh was accomplished.
Inquiries made at this time as to the cost of fitting the Bowman
room with shelves proved that this would be very expensive, while
the Society's bookcases were valued at a ridiculously low figure in
the second-hand market.

Representatives of the Councils of the Ophthalnmological Society
and of the Section of Ophthalmology, of the Royal Society of
Mledicine, last year, formed a Committee to discuss methods of
improving this unsattisfactory state of affairs. As a result of their
deliberations the following changes have been made:
The Bowman Library has bleen enlarged so as to include all

the ophthalmological books and periodicals in the Royal Society
of iIedicine and it has been made more accessible by being located
in the main library of the Royal Society of Medicine. The shelves
containing these books have a notice over them bearing the words
"Bowman Ophthalmological Library," and each volume contains
a label to the same effect. When duplicates occur, the better copy
is kept in the library, the other being housed in the basement,
where owing to a new system of arrangement it is readily accessible.
The shelves in the basement also accommodate rare or interesting
volumes which formed part of the original collection, but are not
in constant demand. Even the old bookcases are preserved, two
of these h'aving been presented to the Society by Sir WN'illianm
Bowman.
With regard to periodicals it was thought at first that the new

arrangement would obviate duplication of them, but further con-
sideration has shown that the possession of duplicate copies of the
more important journals would be a distinct asset to the library.
It has, therefore, been decided to continue the exchanges of both
the "'Transactions of the Ophthalmological Society" and the
"Proceedings of the Royal Society of Medicine," in order to
permit of this. All neew books relating to ophthalmology which are
bought by the Royal Society of Medicine will pass into the Bowman
Library, the whole of which will be accessible to members of tlle
Ophthalmological Society even if they are not Fellows of the Royal
Society of Medicine.
The advantages of these changes are obvious and Britislh

ophthalmologists will have at their disposal a library vwhich is really
worthy of its founder, Sir William B13owman. We all owe a debt
of gratitude to those who have worked together to, accomplish this
state of affairs; notably to AMr. Edwards, Mr. Powell and his
subordinates on the main librarNy staff; to M\Ir. R. R. Jamies
and MIr. WA;illiamson-Noble, the past and present librarians of the
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Bowxman Library; and to Sir Johni Parsons, who as President of
the Ophthalmological Society has made many valuable suggestions
to the Committee. It should be easy to keep the library up to,date,
as all new xvorks are purchased by the Royal Society of Medicine
on the recommendation of the ophthalmological representative on
the Library Committee. The hard work, ungrudgingly given, by
previous librarians of the Bowman Library, notably by Mr. Adams
Frost, will not be wasted, for in its new setting the ophthalmo-
logical library will be one of the finest in existence.

THE COUNCIL OF BRITISH OPHTHALMOLOGISTS

THE Council of British Ophthalmologists presents the following
report on an Inquiry " How far the recommendations of the
Departmental Committee on the Causes and Prevention of
Blindness with reference to Ophthalmia Neonatorum have been
put into practice."
The recommendations of the departmental committee were as

follows:
(1) We recommend that in every area, whether urban or rural,

the Ministry of Health should take measures to secure the
provision of suitable hospital accommodation for babies
suffering from ophthalmia neonatortm and for their mothers.

(2) We recommend that the Ministry of Health should take
steps to ensure that adequate nursing provision is always
available for cases of ophthalmia neonatorum which are not
admitted to hospital.

(3) We recommend that in cases of suspected ophthalmia
neonatorum facilities for consultation with an opihthalmic
surgeon and for bacteriological investigation should be
provided wherever practicable.

(4) We recommend that arrangenments should be made for pupil
midwives to visit ophthalmic hospitals, or the ophthalmic

\ departments of general hospitals for the purpose of gaining
direct experience of ophthalmia neonatorum.

In order to determine how far practical measures are being
adopted on these lines the following questionnaire was distributed
to ophthalmic surgeons in all the important ophthalmic centres
in Great Britain:

(1) (a) Have you adequate hospital accommodation in your
district for the admission of both infants and mothers in
the severe cases?
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