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discharge came out of the lower or the upper punctum. Further
examination of the eye was impossible without an anaesthetic.
The child was admitted into the hospital. He was anaesthetised

with chloroform. After the eye had been washed and all the muco-
purulent secretion removed and an eye speculum put in I saw to
my surprise a lopg greyish object projecting out from the mass of
granulation tissue on the lower lid and passing under the medial
side of the upper lid. I realised that the child was right when
he said that a thorn had got into his eye. It was only when
the palpebral fissure was widely opened by the speculum that the
upper end of the thorn came into view. On catching hold of this
object with a pair of forceps it came out quite easily. It was about an
inch long and was most certainly a thorn, which had become quite
soft on account of its long sojourn in the eye and consequent
maceration by the lacrymal fluid. On probing the hole in the
mass of granulation tissue through which the thorn projected I
found that the probe went into the swelling in the region of the
lacrymal sac. No foreign body could be felt in this cavity either
with the probe or with a pair of fine forceps. It was obvious that
the whole of the thorn had been removed. The swelling was due
to the inflammatory reaction of the surrounding tissues due to the
presence of the. foreign body. The eye was thoroughly washed
and the child sent to bed. Unfortunately the father insisted on
taking the child away the same day and I saw no more of him. The
chief points of interest in the case seem to be:

1. That a thorn about an inch long should have been, for five
months, partly projecting under the upper lid without the child
having any more trouble than lacrymation and photophobia.

2. The absence of pain.
3. The escape of the cornea from all damage.
My thanks are due to Lt.-Col. A. M.- Dick into whose wards the

case was admitted.

ANNOTATION

The Unemployable Blind

The Advisory Committee on the Welfare of the Blind, the
Chairman of which is Lord Blanesborough, recently presented a
report to the Ministry of Health on the subject of the unemployable
blind. This report has now been printed and was noticed in
The Times early in the present year.
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On March 31, 1927, the total registered blind population
numbered 46,822; in a little more than a year it had increased to
50,771. There had likewise been an increase in the total number
of unemployables from 31,667 to 36,485. In 1927 the unemploy-
ables formed 67V6 per cent. of the total blind population, while in
1928 the percentage had increased to 71'8.
The framers of this report consider that the large increase in

the number of unemployable blind persons is due to increased
efficiency in home visiting, and to the extended provision made
by local authorities and voluntary agencies for the financial
assistance of this class of the population. The report emphasises
the fact that no person should be registered as blind except on the
strength of the medical evidence.

Returns showed that rather more than one seventh of the unem-
ployable blind were resident in institutions; unemployable blind
persons living at home or in lodgings numbered 31,374, of whom
5,780 were married women living with their families. Widows,
widowers, married or single persons living alone numbered 4,573.
It appears therefore that the great majority of the unemployable
blind are living under the aegis of parents, children, relatives, or
friends.

Mental defectives numbered 6,565, or 18 per cent. of the total
number of unemployable blind. In view of the very limited
facilities for the segregation of the mentally defective blind and the
possible dangers consequent on unrestricted mixing of mentally
defective blind, whether of high degree or only on the border-line,
with the general community, the committee wisely advises the
authorities concerned that additional accommodation should be
provided for this class in the near future.
The committee considers that, in the case of the blind, old-age

pensions should begin at the age of forty years instead of at fifty
years of age as at present. An income of 25/- a week is considered
sufficient by the committee for the adequate maintenance of an
adult blind person, living alone, under urban conditions. In rural
areas they consider that the minimum should be 18/- a week, and
for the more urban areas of the counties from 20/- to 25/- a week.

It will be seen that this report contains much that is of interest
to the community, and the committee is to be congratulated upon
it. By bringing out the fact of the relatively high percentage of
mentally defective persons among the unemployable blind, and by
insisting on the need for increased institutional accommodation
for these unfortunates, the committee has emphasised a problem of
great importance to the welfare of the community.
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