
ANNOTATION

below this landmark until the needle strikes bone, where
15 c.c. is injected. The needle is then slid a little way over the
zygoma and the rest of the injection is given so as to complete the
paralysis of the orbicular branches. This avoids the necessity of
injecting the lids themselves and their consequent swelling with
difficulty in obtaining complete exposure of the globe. This
method rarely fails to produce complete paralysis of the orbicularis
palpebrarum.

Complications.-As the injection is made round the main trunk
of the nerve, all muscles supplied by it are affected, and one-sided
paralysis of the orbicularis oris is experienced. Thus the patient
should be warned of the consequent interference with speech.
The paralysis has disappeared in six hours.

Conclusions
Retrobulbar injection, as described, is normally followed by

complete iris anaesthesia, which definitely adds to the safety of the
operation, and the comfort of the patient.

Orbital haemorrhage following retro-bulbar injection, shows a
tendency to occur in inflamed eyes.

Paralysis of the orbicularis oculi is simply and safely obtained by
the above method, and squeezing l)eing thereby abolished, operative
risk is minimize'd.

I wish to express .my thanks to all the surgeons on the staff of
Moorfields for permission to publish these cases.

ANNOTATION

Libraries of Medical Men and their ultimate disposition

Our attention has been called to this subject by Dr. Park Lewis,
of Buffalo, who bewails the fact that too often the owner makes no
provision for his books after his retirement or decease. In such
cases, especially after death, no one knows what to do with the
books. Frequently they are sold with the practice; sometimes they
are dumped on the nearest library; in some cases the executors
dispose of them for what they will fetch in the second-hand book
market; in other cases the choicer books are distributed among
friends and acquaintances, and the remainder assigned to the dust
heap.

It must be emphasized that, as Dr. Park Lewis says, in most
instances the current books of a doctor's library are almost worthless
from a commercial point of view; but to a medical library they may
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be most valuable, for by their means gaps may be filled in sets of
periodicals, and more recent editions of standard works may replace
earlier editions on the shelves in current use, while monographs and
reprints can usually be sorted out, and those worth preserving,
bound.

In this instance we are not concerned with the rarities of medical
literature. If a medical man be so fortunate as to possess
copies of the first editions of William Harvey's De Motu Cordis, or
Edward Jenner's " Inquiry," he will be wise to dispose of such at a
proper price during his lifetime.
We imagine that most medical libraries would welcome the gift

of part or all of a doctor's library. In this country the medical
libraries are constantly receiving gifts of this sort.
The International Organization for the Campaign against

Trachoma is forming a library at Amsterdam to deail with the
problems of trachoma, and will be pleased to receive books or papers
on trachoma and ancillary subjects.

In the past, the Bowman Library has been enriched from time to
time by valuable presents from, among others, Sir William Bowman,
Mr. Nettleship, and the executors of Mr. Jessop.
The management of this Journal will be prepared to consider the

occasional publication of lists of desiderata of ophthalmological
libraries, if librarians care to submit such lists, which should not
exceed half-a-page.

ABSTRACTS

I.-MUSCLES

(I) Fisher, J. Herbert (London).-Ocular muscles, movements
and judgments. (The Bradshaw Lecture: Royal College of
Surgeons of England, November 13, 1930). Lancet, November
29, 1930.

(1) It might be difficult to find a clearer description of the
relations of the eyeball to its adnexa, or a more useful recent
contribution to the subject of concomitant strabismus than that
given by Fisher, a description which is not only clear but possesses
that " racy " character which is such a help to the understanding.

After describing the relative lengths and strengths of the external
ocular muscles and their tendons, their insertions and their directions
of pull, Fisher discusses the capsule of Tenon, and shows how really
impossible it is to support the old view that the eyeball rotates in
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