
in stereograms are given, but the technique of orthoptic training
is dealt with very briefly, particularly so in cases of squint where
the description is limited to less than one page.

TIhe subject of this book is a difficult one to describe lucidly.
Thlle coinage of new technical wNords and phrases, the attempts to
explain these and reiteration have hampered and embarrassed the
author's argument and style an(l rendered the work difficult to read.

Thle complete absence of notes or statistics concerning the results
of treatment and other interesting clinical observations that might
have been recorded, is disappointing.

Transactions of the American Ophthalmological Society. Vol.
XXX. 1932.

The Transactions of the American Ophthalmological Society for
1932 form a volume of 551 pages and contain the papers read at
the 68th Annual Aieeting at New London, Connecticut, last year.
We hope to notice some of the contributions in future numbers-
many of them are of much interest. There is a sympathetic memoir
of the late George Derby, witlh portrait. We note that the
President for the ensuing year is Dr. Holloway, with Dr. Gordon
Byers, of Montreal, as Vice-President.

OBITUARY

JOHN HERBERT FISHER, M.B., B.S.Lond., F.R.C.S.

1'HE death, on April 4, 1933, of J. H. Fisher has terminated a
career of much distinction; has deprived Ophthalmology of an
accomplished exponent, and London ophthalmologists of a col-
league whom they held in high esteem.
The son of Ben James Fisher, M.I.C.E., he was born at Hilling-

don, Middlesex, in 1867, but the family removing shortly to
Devonshire, his early education was at Exeter School, where he
was a scholar and exhibitioner. Entering the Medical School of
St. Thomas's Hospital when 19 years of age, his record as a
student was one of quite unusual merit. Within the next four
years he won three scholarships, and on two occasions obtained
the first college prize as the head of his vear. At the end of his
school curriculum he was awarded the Treasurer's Gold Mledal,
the blue ribbon of the AMledical School. Examinations seemed
to have no terrors for him. But not all Fisher's time was devoted
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to study-his physical activities included cricket and football.
He was a fine "Rugger" forward and played for his hospital and
county.

In 1891 he qualified, becoming M.R.C.S., and in 1893 obtained
his F.R.C.S. In 1894 he graduated at the tUniversity of London
as MVI.B., B.S., with high honours in medicine, and the gold medal
in surgery.

Industry and capability shown by sttudents in their school
course are rewarded by resident appointments in the hospital;
Fisher's claim was unusuallv strong and was fully recognized.
His list is a long one and included the posts of Obstetric House
Physician,junior and senior; Assistant House Surgeon and House
Surgeon; Clinical Assistant in the Aural Department, etc. After
some three years thus occupied he became Junior and then Senior
Ophthalmic House Surgeon, and while serving in this Depart-
ment, under the guidance of Edward Nettleship, at that time
Ophthalmic Surgeon to the Hospital, he determined to devote
himself to this branch of medical science.

In 1895, on the retirement of Nettleship, Fisher was elected
Ophthalmic Surgeon to Out-patients to the Hospital, and in 1915,
when a vacancy occurred in the senior post, he became Ophthalmic
Surgeon 'and Lecturer on Ophthalmology. These positions he
retained until 1924, when he gave up work at St. Thomas's.
Among other offices which he held at his lhospital were those

of Demonstrator of Anatomy, 1895-1903; Dean of the Medical
School, 1904-07; Clhairman, for several years, of the Committee of
Medical and Surgical Officers of the Hospital. The duties of all
these positions he carried out with characteristic thoroughness and
with an efficiency which is still remembered with admiration. He
took a keen interest in the lives and activities of the students and
was President of their Medical and Phy,sical Society and of their
Rugby Football Club.
The decision to pursue the study of Ophthalmology almost

inevitably led Fislher to Moorfields, both his seniors at St.
Thomas's being on the staff of that hospital. He worked there as
Clinical Assistant to Nettleship and Lang until 1900 when he was
elected to the staff. His services to this hospital terminated only
w%hen he reached the age limit in 1927. He was then invited to
join the Committee of Management and continued an active and
valued member of that Committee until his last illness.
During the war he served on the staff of the 5th London General

Hospital with the rank of Captain in the R.A.M.C. (T.F.). He
had charge for many years of one of the Trachoma schools in
London.

In 1895 he became a member of the Ophthalmological Society
of the United Kingdom. He held office as Secretary from 1907 to
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1910, as Vice-President from 1918 to 1920, and was chosen as
President in 1920, holding the office for the customary term
of two years. His Presidential address entitled " The Personal
Equation," quite off the usual line of such addresses, is still a joy
to read. Its choice language, its breadth of view, its appreciation
of the clinical instabilities which may be engendered by a varying
personal equation, rendered it very attractive.

In 1923 Fisher was elected a member of the Council of the
Royal College of Surgeons and occupied this post for eight years.
If rumour be reliable, his services on the Council were highly
esteemed by his colleagues. In 1930 he gave a Hunterian Lecture
at the College on "Perforating Wounds of the Eyeball, and the
localization of Foreign Bodies in the Eye by X-ray examination."
Later in the same year he was Bradshaw Lecturer, taking as his
subject "Ocular Movements and Judgments."
The above outline, though by no means exhaustive, will suffice

to show that Fisher's professional life was one of continuous
activity. Like the majority of London surgeons who practise as
specialists, he held two hospital appointments, one at a general
and one at a special hospital. rhe duties at these institutions
(as the writer knows from experience) entailed a large expenditure
of time and energy; added to which the calls of a busy private
practice had to be satisfied.

Fisher's initial contribution to ophthalmological literature was
in 1896, when he published in the Ophthalmic Hospital Reports
the report of a case(at that time 'unique) of subhvaloid haemorrhage
in which both the clinical features and thepathological changes,
shown in microscopic sections, were described.
He was not a voluminous writer. At the meetings of the

Ophthalmological Society and of the Section of Ophthalmology
of the Royal Society of Medicine, he was a frequent speaker, and
took a pronminent part in discussions of papers and cases. As
recently as 1930 he read an opening paper in an important debate
on "Disorders of Secretion of the Endocrine Glands associated
with Eye Disease." His most valuable communications were
concerned with chiasmal and pituitary lesions and the defects of
vision associated tlherewith-a subject to which he had devoted
much attention clinically and pathologically and for which his
intimate anatomical knowledge gave him especial aptitude.
One of his medical colleagues writing in the Lancet says:

"His contributions to our knowledge of the physiology and
pathology of the pituitary and thyroid glands are of recognized
value. "

References to the more important of his publications are
appended.

All Fisher's writings are characterized by soundness and clear-
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ness of thought and expression. Both in writing and in speech
he exhibited a remarkable power of imparting his views lucidly
and concisely, and this faculty rendered him a welcome speaker
at meetings, both social and scientific. He was a fluent and
decisive lecturer and an impressive clinical teacher.
As the chairman, or as a member of a committee, Fisher was a

great success. Such work seemed congenial to him and he possessed
in large measure the qualities requisite for it. As a chairman, it
is no exaggeration to say that he approached the ideal; he was
firm and judicial, quick to sift the essential from the non-essential
in documents or statements broughl forward, and well able to
express his opinion or to deliver his judgment lucidly, and on
occasions, emphatically. The writer has served on many commit-
tees with him and has often noticed that Fisher's remarks or
considered statements received an attention from other members,
which is far from invariable in committees.

In 1928 Fisher retired from practice, but not to a life of idle
ease. He kept up an active interest in ophthalmic matters and
a close association with his professional colleagues. He also
retained the post of Ophthalmic Referee to the Civil Service
Commissioners and the Ministry of Pensions, which he had held
for some years. He served on the Committees of both his old
hospitals, was President of the Council of British Ophthalmolo-
gists, a member of the Prevention of Blindness Committee, and of
the Editorial Committee of the British Journal of Ophthalmology.

Fisher's favourite pastime was golf, of which he was a doughty
exponent. When in London he played at Northwood, of which club
he was at one time Captain. His summer holidays for many years
were spent at Lossiemouth, where he was a well known figure
on the links and where he enjoyed many a well contested game.
His low handicap and the singleness of purpose which was mani-
fest in this, as in all his pursuits, led him to victory in many
a tussle.

In 1899 he married Euphemia Helen, daughter of the late S.
Dinwoodie of Dumfries, who survives him. He had one son, now
a Lieutenant-Commander in the Royal Navy.
The writer, who was closely associated with Fisher for many

years, desires to make use of this opportunity to bear testimony
to his loyalty and trustworthiness as a colleague, and to place on
record his admiration for Fisher's professional attainments and
personal attributes.

Fisher was a man of sterling character and high principles,
and gained, to an unusual degree, the regard and esteem of all
with whom he was associated. An abruptness of manner, sometimes
noticeable by strangers, melted away on further intercourse; his
demeanour generally was courteous and sympathetic, the outward
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signs of sincerity and warmheartedness. He has left to his friends,
who were many, a metnory which is as pleasing as it will be lasting,.

J. B. L.
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NOTES

IN our review of "Clinical Ophthalmology for
Corrigendum House Surgeons and Students" by J. M.

Bickerton and L. H. Savin (page 309), the
authors call attention to the fact that nowhere in the book is it
stated that a "button-hole iridectomy is recommended before
extraction of the lens" is performed.

" In the account of operations a 2 mm. trephine is advised as a
routine for chronic glaucoma." The choice of four operations is
given in the book for glaucoma, namely, broad iridectomy in acute
cases, Lagrange's sclerectomy in less acute cases, Elliot's trephine
operation and Herbert's sclerectomy. The 2 mm. trephine is that
recommended by the original author.
We apologise to the authors for these mistakes.

* * * *

Fourth International THE Fourth International Congress of Radi-
Congressof Radiology ology will be held at Zurich at the end of

July, 1934. A provisional programme is
announced. Further information can be obtained from the general
secretary, Dr. Watther, Gloriastrasse 14, Zuirich.
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