
ANNOTATIONS

particles were deposited on the front of the lens capsule. It is, of
course, well established that the deposits occur neither upon nor
within the capsule proper, but immediately behind it in the capsular
epithelium. Here they tend to form two circles, one corresponding
in position to the pupillary margin and the other occurring further
out, but it is seldom that either of the circles is well defined.

ANNOTATIONS

Optical Glass

Among the many key industries that in pre-war days we weakly
allowed to pass into German hands must be included optical glass
employed in the manufacture of field glasses, telescopes, and fire-
control instruments. It will be recalled that in the earlier part of
the war we were hard put to it to provide the necessary optical help
to allow our officers to see properly at the front and that the
deficiency was in part remedied by Lord Roberts's far-flung appeal
for gifts of binoculars from those who happened to possess them.

Since then great strides have been taken in the making of
optical glass, as anybody could convince himself by a visit to
the recent British Scientific Products Exhibition, at King's
College, London. Thanks largely to Sir Herbert Jackson, K.B.E.,
professor of chemistry at King's College, there has been an
awakening of the glass industry, and we need never again go to
Germany for optical glass. Meanwhile the Amnerican Journal of
Ophthalmology, July, 1918, tells us how the situation has been
met in the United States. In 1917, when that country entered
upon the war, the optical glass situation was critical. Such glass
was then made by four firms only, and the European supply was
practically cut off. The geophysical laboratory of the Carnegie
Institution of Washington was called upon, and a party of scientific
men was detached from the laboratory and stationed at the
plant of one of the manufacturing firms. At the end of several
months essential details of the manufacture had been developed and
glass in considerable quantities was being produced. The knowledge
gained by the laboratory was then extended to other firms, with
the result that at the present time large quantities of optical glass of
the kinds needed for military fire-control instruments are being
produced, and of a quality equal in every respect to the best
European glass.
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