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accessory changes, alterations in the epithelium with thinning and
destruction of Bowman's membrane, and separation with occasional
destruction of the corneal lamellae and possibly some swelling
of these latter, have always been found.

Fuchs considers the affection to be of the nature of a dystrophy
to be recognized by the deposition of substances insoluble in the
tissue juices, and comparable to other similar processes found in old
age, as a result of disturbances of general nutrition, and, finally, as
a' result of interference with the internal secretion of certain glands
as in myxoedema. Since the first two causes can be eliminated
in the disease under discussion, the cause must be. sought in the third.
Fuchs suggests that' investigation on the lines of Abderhalden's
researches might possibly lead to some result. E. E. H.

BOOK NOTICES

Intensive Treatment of Syphilis and Locomotor Ataxia by
Aachen methods. By R. H. HAYES. Second Edition, pp. 88,
with three plates. London: Bailliere, Tindall & Cox. 1917.

Hayes makes out a very strong case for the treatment of syphilis
by the scientific use of mercurial inunction as carried out at
Aachen. This method seems of particular value in late cases with
nerve symptoms. He lays great stress on the necessity for extreme
care in all the details of the treatment and the employment of only
thoroughly competent rubbers. While admitting the use of the
newer arsenical preparations, Hayes contends, and we think rightly,
that, in the present state of our knowledge, these must be regarded
as adjuvants and that our main reliance must be placed on mercury.
There can be no doubt that properly controlled inunction is the
safest and most efficient method of administering the drug. He
states on page 35 that at Aachen the opinion was held that in
tabes generally, and oculo-motor cases in particular, those which
are going to respond satisfactorily to treatment ought to show
some signs of progress by about the seventieth day. Several
illustrative cases of successful treatment of nervous syphilis are
related in detail, and three plates to illustrate the methods of
inunction are included in the volume.

Hayes points out that arrangements have now been made to
carry out the full Aachen treatment in London.
The book is of distinct value as a reliable guide to what is
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probably the most satisfactory treatment for syphilis at present
available.

E. E. H.

Three clinical studies in tuberculous predisposition. By
W. C. RIVERS. 272 pp. London: George Allen & Unwin,
Ltd. 1917.

Rivers, in his position as tuberculosis officer to the Barnsley
District, Yorkshire, has been able to keep under observation for
continuous periods a large number of patients with various forms of
tuberculosis. Difficulties in age distribution, etc., have caused him
to confine his work in the present volume to pulmonary tuber-
culosis, but he has ground for thinking that the three anomalies
dealt with are over-frequent in surgical tuberculous patients as well.
The three anomalous conditions which he has found associated in
an abnormally large number of cases of pulmonary tuberculosis
are: Ichthyosis, nasal abnormality, and squint. With the first
two we, as ophthalmic surgeons, are not concerned.
The proportion of squints in 500 cases of consumptives was

found to be 1-2 per cent. A similar sample, taken from 900
persons of the same social class, showed only 04 per cent. Squint
is taken to mean only the non-paralytic concomitant variety. In
none of his cases was any family history of squint obtained. The
ordinary history of development of squint in early life was noted in
his cases, and this, of course, occurred long before the appearance
of any symptoms of tuberculosis. No details are given of vision or
refractive error, a serious omission in a wide generalization of this
kind. A second point in connection with his squint cases was, that
out of twenty no less than sixteen squinted with the left eye.
Rivers suggests that there may be some connection with left-
handedness in general and other stigmata of degeneration. He
quotes various authors, such as Lombroso, Voisin, Fere, Hirschfeld
(a Berlin writer on homosexuality), and others in support of this view.
He concludes the chapter as follows:

" Squint, then, appears to be sometimes a mark of mental
deficiency, or of a tendency, personal or familial, to certain bodily
anomalies or malformations. . . . Such active constituent may
be some associated malformation, of which squint may be the
stigma. . . . Sufficient, meanwhile, to record that, according
to our findings on our evidence, there is undoubted association
between concomitant strabismus and consumption, of predisposition
to which latter disease squint forms a sign."
The reviewer considers that the evidence is hardly sufficient to

support such a conclusion, based, as it is, on only 500 cases.
E. E. H.
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Localization by X-rays and Stereoscopy. By SIR JAMES
MACKENZIE DAVIDSON. London: H. K. Lewis and Co.,
I916. Price, 7s. net.

The title of this book, coming from the pen of so accurate a
worker as Sir James Mackenzie Davidson, with whose name one
always associates the localization of foreign bodies in the eyeball
and orbit, should recommend it to all workers in X-rays.
The preface starts by saying: " It is nearly twenty years since

the author first described in the Medical Press the system of exact
localization by means of X-rays." . . . " The system he advocates
has stood the test of time." One naturally at once turns to the
chapter on " The Localization of Foreign Bodies in the Eyeball and
Orbit," which is very clear and well illustrated. The chapter
should be read by all who are doing X-ray work in military hospitals,
where there are many soldiers with metal in the orbit. The various
experiments described in the book are most interesting and
instructive.

Stereoscopy, the telephone probe and electro-magnet are also
dealt with. The book is well illustrated with several stereoscopic
photographs. R. H. SANKEY.

American Journal of Ophthalmology. Third Series Vol.1, No. i.
January, I9I8. 7, West Madison Street, Chicago, Illinois.
Single copies, I dollar.

The first number of the American Journal of Ophthalmology,
dated January, 1918, has reached this office. It is a substantial
magazine of 96 pages,'the subscription to which is 10 dollars a year.
The number includes two coloured plates, besides black and white
illustrations. Nine original papers, abstracts, society proceedings,
editorials, book notices, news items, an index, and a digest of
ophthalmic literature form its contents. The British collaborators
are R. H. Elliot and A. A. Bradburne and F. P. Maynard (India)
and F. C. Tooke (Canada). The Journal (to which we wish every
success) is edited by Edward Jackson, who formerly conducted
the Ophthalmic Year Book and Ophthalmic Literature, two of the
seven periodicals incorporated in the new venture.
We heartily congratulate American colleagues upon the enterprise

which has led to the production of this periodical. We may be
allowed to express the hope that the amalgamation may yet include
all the American ophthalmic periodicals. S. S.
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