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comprehensive, and among the other subjects dealt with we note
accidents to the eye from intense heat and light radiations, and
sections dealing with miners' nystagmus, poisoning by methyl
alcohol (wood alcohol), and the lighting of shops and factories.
As we hope, however, fully to review this timely publication in a
later number of the Journal, we need in this place merely give
readers some idea of the contents of a useful and meritorious
production.

OPHTHALMOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF THE
UNITED KINGDOM.

Annual Congress, I9I8.

THE Annual Congress of the Society was held on Thursday,
Friday and Saturday, May 2nd to 4th, under the presidency of
Mr. E. Treacher Collins, and can be voted, especially in view of the
Imperial position, a decided success; the meetings were well
attended, and there was no diminution in the keenness of the
debates. Papers were read and discussed,, and the business meeting
was held at the rooms of the Royal Society of Medicine, as well as
a clinical meeting. A visit was paid to the Metropolitan Asylums
Board Ophthalmia Schools at Swanley, where the President, who is
also the responsible Medical Officer of the institution, entertained
members to luncheon, and where a discussion took place oI1
"Contagious Diseases of the Conjunctiva." The concluding event
was a very interesting clinical meeting at the National Hospital for
the Paralysed, Queen Square. On Thursday evening members
dined together, and during the three days an Ophthalmological
Museum was open for inspection, while an afternoon was devoted
to a visit to the Royal College of Surgeons of England, where
Colonel Lister, C.M.G., exhibited a number of instructive specimens.
The President, in the course of his opening address, said that

although the public activity of the Society was now restricted to
three days' proceedings, its activities were far from being confined
to that period, for there were constantly arising matters of ophthal-
mological interest needing vigilance and care. Since the Report of
the Committee appointed last year to deal with the standards of
vision for the Army had been published, the medical examination of
recruits had been transferred from the War Office to the Ministry of
National Service, and the standard had been altered. He con-
gratulated Colonel J. H. Parsons on having been appointed to the
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important and responsible post of Consulting Ophthalmic Surgeon
to the Forces at Home. With regard to contagious ophthalmia,
numbers of men had been transferred from countries in which this
condition was rife, to other places where its occurrence was merely
sporadic; and conversely, many men who were free from any
suspicion of anything of the kind had been transferred to districts
in which quite 90 per cent. of the populace were so affected. These
trachoma-infected soldiers would, in course of time, return and
reside with their uninfected kith and kin. Every effort should be
made to obviate a repetition of the general infection of the civil
population which occurred on the return of the troops from Egypt
after the Napoleonic wars. He did not regard as at all satisfactory
the position of affairs in regard to the blindness following ophthalmia
neonatorum, the granting of licenses in regard to eyesight in
occupations in which defective sight was injurious, the provision of
special curricula in schools for short-sighted children, and.the further
care of the eyesight of children during the unnatural strain involved
in school work. He criticized the condition of affairs which allows
a medical graduate to practise ophthalmology as a specialty after
three months' perfunctory attendance in the ophthalmological out-
patient department of a general hospital, without necessarily having
his knowledge on the subject tested at the end of that time. In
this matter England would do well to follow the lead of Ireland,
and he would like to see an extension of the system of granting a
special diploma in the subject, as carried out at Oxford. He
concluded with two announcements: that the Edward Nettleship
Prize had been awarded to Lieut.-Colonel Gordon Holmes, for his
work on disturbances of vision in association with cerebral lesions;
and that the Bowman Lecture in 1919 would be given by Dr. Morax,
of Paris.

Mr. Collins followed with a paper on " An Experimental
Investigation as to some of the Effects of Hypotony in Rabbits'
Eyes." His conclusions were that the exudate external to the
choroid and on the inner surface of the retina came from the veins
of those structures, owing to the alteration of the relation of the
blood pressure to the intra-ocular pressure. Similarly, that the
serous exudate in the anterior chamber probably came from the
veins of the iris. Under normal conditions of intra-ocular tension
the veins of the iris acted as excretory channels for the aqueous
humour. When the tension became diminished, a serous exudation
proceeded from them instead.

Lieut-Col. R. H. Elliot read a paper, supplemented by numerous
slides, on the " Histology of the Trephined D)isc." He entered
fully into the technique, and expressed the view that for a trephining
operation to be successful it seemed essential that a portion of
Descemet's membrane should be removed, or of the pectinate
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ligament, or both. The hyaline thickenings on Descemet's membrane
were found close to where the membrane was about to break up
to form the pectinate ligament, and he regarded them as the products
of the activity of the endothelial layer of the membraAe.
The President sketched the various methods and position of the

incision in these cases, and showed that the sclero-corneal margin
was the only promising site for the wound.

Captain Cruise did not consider it necessary to excise a
circular piece of Decemet's membrane in order to get a permanent
filtering scar. Mr. Horsford agreed with Captain Cruise.

Mr. George Thompson read an account of four cases of Herpes
Zoster affecting the ciliary nerves. Mr. Mayou gave the subsequent
history of his two cases which were mentioned in Mr. Thompson's
paper, and the discussion was continued by Dr. G. Mackay and
Colonel Lister.

Captain Cruise read a further note of the use of the visor, and
demonstrated the new design, which he had evolved to meet the
criticisms against the form he showed at the last Congress, and
which was admittedly successful in meeting all the objections. He
claimed for the mechanism not only simplicity, but that it was fool-
proof. The mesh could be placed on to the top of the helmet out
of the way or lowered into position in one second. A central
projecting strut formed the fulcrum for the movements, there were
no chains to rattle, and the mesh was held out beyond the possibility
of friction on the nose. The visor did not diminish accuracy in
shooting, and in bright sunshine wearing it was a definite advantage
in shooting.

Colonel Lister considered the design a beautiful one, and thought
the only likely inconvenience was when worn with a gas apparatus,
which latter was of itself a sufficient disability, especially on a hot
day. He could not understand the evident apathy in regard to the
rapid issue of these visors to the Army. The other papers read at
the morning session were: Captain W. Wallace, " The Dioptric
Mean in the Myopic Soldier' ; Mr. George Young, "Suggested
Clinical Tests of the Threshold of Light and Colour "; Captain
T. Henderson, "' On Contracted Sockets."
The afternoon meeting was given up to a discussion on " Plastic

Operations on the Eyelids," when Major H. D. Gillies demonstrated a
number of cases from Sidcup Special Hospital, and gave an elaborate
description, by means of the epidiascope, of the operations carried out
to reduce the terrible disfigurement from which most of the soldiers
shown had suffered. Cases showing the improvement of contracted
socket and ectropion by means of epithelial inlays (Esser method)
were also shown. He was awarded a special vote of thanks for his
contribution. The discussion was participated in by Mr. Higgens,
Captain Derwent Wood, Mr. Harrison Butler, Major Ormond, Mr.
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Mayou, Captain Cruise, Colonel Newlands (Australian Medical
Corps), Major Waldren (Canada), and Mr. Grey Clegg.

Mr. McMullen read the Report of the Committee on the conditions
affecting the standards of vision in the British Army.
The Hon. Secretary (Mr. Mayou) read a communication which

had been received on the same subject from Messrs. 'Traquair and
Paterson. The subject was generally discussed and the Report was,
by resolution, accepted.

In the discussion at Swanley, on Friday morning, after a visit to
the different departments of the School, including a demonstration
by Mr. Tyrrell of treatment with CO- snow, a combined paper by
Major J. F. Cunningham and Captain J. Wharton was read by
Colonel Lister. This shoowed that 19 per cent. of the Egyptians in
France had active trachoma, and 9 per cent. of the Chinese.
Infected cases had to be weeded out from the clean cases, and the
authors had no knowledge of any instance in which the disease had
spread from the troops to the civilian population, or even to our
troops. The cases were improving under treatment, and the sickness
hours in consequence of it were no more than in a clean company.
No cases of definite trachomatous granulatiohs or of acute con-
junctivitis were embarked now from Egypt or China to France.
The methods of segregation and treatment were given in detail.
In the working out of the scheme great credit was due to the
ophthalmologists for the thoroughness of their work, and the
Labour Authorities in France had given cordial help.
The discussion was joined in by Colonel Lister, the President,

Mr. Tyrrell, Mr. Mayou, Mr. Story, Lieut.-Col. R. H. Elliot, Major
Derby (U.S.A.), and Mr. Giri.
On Friday evening a clinical meeting was held, when cases were

shown by the President, Lieut.-Col. Elliot, Mr. W. Sinclair, I)r.
Giri and Mr. Hepburn, while perimeters were shown or discussed
by Captain A. C. Hudson and Lieut.-Col. Elliot.

At the concluding meeting, on Saturday morning, held at the
National Hospital for the Paralysed, a series of unusual cases were
exhibited and discussed.
A vote of thanks was accorded to Dr. Kinnier Wilson (Hon. Sec.)

for the organisation of this meeting.
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