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from an electro-magnet directly upon the surface of the glass
without permitting the latter to rest on any support or backing
other than its own frame. Twenty-five such blows without
breaking are expected of the glass.

This volume may be most heartily recommended to all ophthalmic
surgeons, not, perhaps, because they will learn much surgery of the
eye from it, but because of the interest which must attach to a
study of the conditions of work of those who become their patient.s
with eye injury of one kind or another. Of all the numbers
published up to date by the Committee, this is the only one for
which a charge is made for individual copies, namely, fifty cents.

ERNEST THOMSON.

OBITUARY

With reference to the death of Mr. Couper, which occurred on
April 30, 1918, at Falmouth, the following has been contributed by
Sir Anderson Critchett:
The recent death of my old friend and teacher, Mr. John Couper,

has caused me most sincere regret, and has recalled memories of my
earliest experiences at Moorfields Hospital. When I entered there
as a student, Mr. Couper and Mr. Soelberg Wells were the two
assistant surgeons, the former acting in that capacity to my father,
and the latter to Mr., afterwards Sir, William Bowman. In 1872
I was appointed clinical assistant to Couper, thus beginning an
invaluable apprenticeship which lasted for seven years, and I soon
after had as my companions in that office two dear life-long friends,
the late Marcus Gunn and the happily still surviving Stanford
Morton.

Ophthalmoscopic work always had a great attraction for Couper,
especially the estimation of errors of refraction by the direct
method-retinoscopy was then unknown-and in his desire .fQr
increased power of dealing with the minutiae of suAch cases he arn'i6
himself with specially constructed ophthalmoscopes which contained
numerous lenses. His most favoured implement finally took the
shape and proportions of a carpenter's rule which, following thb
custom of that workman, he usually carried in his trousers poit'
As he was unable to emulate the example of Sir Boyle Roche's
famous bird and to be in two places at one and the same time, it
naturally followed that as soon as he considered his senior clinicals
to be capable of dealing with the routine of the out-patients'
department he -entrusted them with a large share of that work.
My colleagues and I took full advantage of these golden oppor-
tunities, though we sometimes had to drag our reluctant chief from
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OB3ITUARY

the dark room when some new case involving special knowledge
and experience proved too responsible for us to essay. Couper was
one of the first to recognize and to point out the excellent results
which often followed the correction of very slight refractive errors,
especially in cases of astigmnati"n1 and he calmly pursued his way
in that direction without heeding the gentle ridicule which Donders
was at that time inclined to cast upon it. He made frequent use of

atropin in refraction cases, and he preferred to give the full correction
for myopia. I believe I am right in stating that he continued to
the end to work with Paris inches, and his special box of lenses
contained glasses worked in weird and complicated fractions, which
would have been a terror to anybody but himself.

Couper was an exceptionally good operator, possessing full com-
mand of very dexterous hands, and his only fault was a tendency to
linger too long over the toilet of the eye after cataract extraction.
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In these days of cocain this might perhaps be accounted a virtue;
but when anaesthetics were almost always administered, the habit
occasionally resulted in serious disadvantage. Like Noyes, of New
York, he preferred an extremely narrow Graefe knife, and, unlike
Swanzy, he made a large iridectomy. During several years he
rendered able assistance to my father in his private practice, and
this led on one occasion to an amusing, if somewhat embarrassing,
episode which I more than once heard him describe. My father being
absent on a holiday and Couper being installed at our house as his
representative, the position was always carefully explained to any
patients who came. One old lady, who was very deaf, evidently
failed to grasp the situation, for at the end of the interview she said
to Couper: " Before I go you must allow me to congratulate you
on having gained a world-wide reputation at such an early age."

I shall always hold John Couper in grateful remembrance as an
admirable instructor, a.true friend, and a generous colleague. As
the last-named, when I was quite a young man and had not long
ceased to be his assistant at the hospital, he accepted me as a
consultant in an important case, and I am glad to have an oppor-
tunity of bearing testimony here to this gracious act to a junior
member of his profession.

Couper had exceptional advantages while engaged in the study
of his profession, for he learned anatomy from Allen Thomson,
physiology from Ellis and Sharpey, and surgery from Langenbeck.
Later in his career he became associated with Hughlings Jackson,
for whose genius he always retained the highest admiration. In
common with Whitaker Hulke and George Lawson, he retained his
hold on general surgery, and did excellent work as a member of the
surgical staff at the London Hospital; though he more than once
confessed to me that the strain of the double responsibilities some-
times overtaxed him. He was a strongly conscientious worker, aind
never spared himself when the call of duty came. On the intro-
duction of antiseptic surgery he became one of the earliest and most
enthusiastic of its pioneers, and he practised it consistently at both
hospitals before Lister came to London.

Couper was a firm supporter of the movement for the admission
of women to the medical profession, and Miss Elizabeth Garrett,
afterwards Mrs. Garrett Anderson, always received a hearty welcome
at his desk at Moorfields.

As an old friend I may perhaps be permitted to say that he owed
much of his ability to compass such good work, whilst handicapped by
somewhat limited physical powers, to the unalloyed happiness of his
domestic surroundings, and to the loving care of her who was his
helpmate for nearly fifty years. In October next they would have
celebrated their golden wedding. As he retired from practice ten
years ago, and for some considerable time previously had taken no
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active share in public ophthalmic proceedings, he may perhaps be
almost unknown to the younger generation of ophthalmologists; but
there must be many who had the privilege of his genial friendship,
and they will always retain a pleasant memory of this kindly, able,
and upright member of our profession.

Sir John Tweedy has been good enough to furnish the following
appreciation:
When I first knew John Couper he was assistant surgeon to the

London Hospital and assistant surgeon to the Royal London
Ophthalmic Hospital, Moorfields. With his work as a general
surgeon I was but slightly acquainted, but I do know that he was
one of the first and one of the most ardent of the disciples of the
Listerian doctrine, and practised the Listerian method with patient
confidence. It was my happy privilege to have as colleagues at
Moorfields, George Lawson and John Couper, and to work side by
side with them for many years. Lawson was one of the best
ophthalmic surgeons I have ever known. Couper's gifts were of a
difterent order. Although a good surgeon and a skilled operator,
his qualities were those of an ophthalmic Physician. Facile
frincets among the ophthalmoscopists of the day, he was one of
the first in this country seriously and scientifically to study
problems of the errors of refraction, and especially of astigmatism.
His diagnostic skill and his careful method of investigation attracted
a body of thoughtful pupils, not a few of whom afterwards attained
to notable distinction. Couper's was a charming personality ; he
was gentle, courteous, conciliatory, but strong in opinion and
tenacious of principle. His mental temperament was essentially
sceptical. Not unbelief; not mis-belief; but hardness of belief
was his intellectual attitude to all surgical and scientific questions.
He did not believe easily or lightly, but only when convinced by the
force of reason and by the potency of well observed facts. His
scepticism may not have been an unmixed benefit as a teacher to
beginners, but it was a real advantage at a hospital like Moor-
fields, where many of the pupils, assistants, and visitors were actual
or potential experts. His hardness of belief often provoked keen
but friendly controversy, sharp but generous difterences of opinion
which rarely failed to elucidate truth, and open up fresh avenues of
knowledge. No man was ever the worse for a difterence of opinion
with Couper, and most of us were often much the better. Thought
was stimulated, reasons were clarified, opinions modifiedandamended,
or, may be, strengthened and confirmed; and, above all, a valuable
lesson was learnt in mutual respect and tolerance. Couper was
indeed a lovable man, a true friend, a staunch and loyal colleague.
To have known him and to have been so long associated with him
is an abiding satisfaction, and the recollection of a friendship
unclouded throughout many years is a precious possession.
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We regret to learn- that Dr. H. Macnaughton-Jones, the- founder
of the Cork Eye, Ear, and Throat Hospital, died at High Barnet
on April 28, 1918, aged 73.

NOTES

MR. J. B. STORY, Vice President
RoyalCiollenge ofSurgeons College since 1916, has succeeded

William Taylor as President.

*

of the
Colonel

*

Appointments

Examinations.
Sir J. Mackenzie

Royal Institution.

F. WV. EDRIDGE-GREEN has been appointed
senior ophthalmic surgeon to the Central
London Medical Boards for National Service

Davidson has been elected a manager of the

*

Distinction

University of Otago.

* *

THE C.M.G. has been conferred upon Henry
Lindo Ferguson, professor of ophthalmology
and Dean of the Medical Faculty of the

FUTURE ARRANGEMENTS

American Ophthalmological
Society

Oxford Ophthalmological
Congress

1918
July 9-10 Eastern Point,

New London,
Conn.

July 10-12 Oxford.
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